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Are you interested in receiving Bus Con-
version Magazine absolutely FREE? As
you know Bus Conversion Magazine is
written by bus nuts for bus nuts. We are
always looking for articles to include in
“your” magazine. We are always in need
of feature articles which would be an ar-
ticle about your bus for our cover and centerfold. Why you de-
cided to buy a bus, did you buy it as a shell or was it already con-
verted. What have you done to it? What do you like or dislike
about it? How long have you owned it? Where have you taken
it? What features §o you have in it? How large are the tanks? Do
you have solar? How many house batteries do you have? If you
did it over again, what would you do differently?

Write an article and take photos of your bus and we will make
you famous. All we need is a 1,000 to 3,500 word article about
your bus, a high definition photo of the front/passenger side of
your bus for the cover and another one of the side of your bus
for the centerfold. If you are interested in submitting an article,
send me an email and I will send you the Article Guidelines to
help you get everything together.

If you cannot send us a cover story, then we also like other ar-
ticles which would be about how to buy a bus, what to look for,
how to maintain your bus or the components in it. Or it could
be a travel story about where you have taken your bus and what
you saw, be sure to mention any bus friendly RV parks or camp-
grounds you have visited.

You should include about two to three photos per 500 words
and indicate in the article where you would like each photo to
go. You can also also send us up to 10 additional photos to be
included in the Bonus Section of the Digital Edition.

Bus Conversion Magazine

We Can Make You and your Bus Famous

We also like Bus Bits. These are short articles only a paragraph
or two long which tell about a simple idea or fix for something
on your bus.

We also like receiving photos of you in front of your bus or any
landmark for all to see for our “Landmark Photo” section or
a funny or interesting photo for our “As Seen On The Road”
section.

Every article used in Bus Conversion Magazine will be reward-
ed by an extension of your subscription. Contact us to discuss
how long we will extend your subscription for each type of ar-
ticle.

We are always looking for new authors and articles for BCM. It
is readers like you that keep this magazine going as it is all about
articles from bus nuts about living, traveling, and maintaining a
bus conversion. This is your magazine. With more articles, we
can start adding pages to the magazine to make it grow. But we
cannot do this without more folks like you sending in articles
to fill those additional pages. Without your stories, there would
be no Bus Conversion Magazine.

Opinions and techniques expressed herein are those of the
authors and do not necessarily represent those endorsed by the
Publisher. Bus Conversion Magazine and the authors respectively
accept no responsibility or liability for any errors, omissions,
alterations, or for any consequences ensuing upon the use of, or
reliance upon, any information contained herein. Tasks performed
in maintaining, altering and using vehicles may require specialized
skills and involve inherent risks to the person doing the work or to
the safe operation of the vehicle. It is the reader’s responsibility to
assess their own skills to determine if they can perform any such task

and to seek professionally trained assistance if needed.
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Our Smokin’ Hot
Summer
(By Bryan Larrabee)

Honeysuckle Rose
(By Jack Amundson)

Habitat for Humanity
and RVing Part 1of 2
(By Bruce Fay)

ExcrLusivery In THe
FeBruary OnLine
EpiTion oF BCM

- More of the Honeysuckle Rose &

- More of Building With Habitat for Humanity %

- Branson Rally 2016 &

- IBP Industries Products (%

- BFTP - This Special is About The Eagle (&

- One For The Road "%

- BFTP - Air BraRes i §

- Bus-Chat - Air Bag Plating Iit Installation Question &
- Digital Classified Ads (&

- Coming in March &

Also additional bus related classifieds and
potentially other late breaRing info.

Do you receive only a Print Edition
subscription and would like to add
access to the Online Digital Edition? It
is easy to upgrade your subscription for
absolutely FREE.

Just go online to:
www.BusConversions.com/UpgradeMe
Then click the online Add-0On from the bottom of the list to add-on it
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™ Our SmoRitt

The summer of 2015 has been one of the hottest on
record. Dry conditions have contributed to one of
the worst forest fire seasons in recent memory for
the Pacific Northwest. We live in Vancouver, Canada,

B Dometic:

Tanks , Toilets & Systems
T —

|
Y

Tanks: Owar 400 55zes

PRODUCT No. 451001 lo Choose From
MODEL No. 510 Plus Hewsvy duty rotomalded
COLORS White ar congtiucisd, Cing pisce,
Bora Tl ~CGITOEVE h|5|‘1 dangity
. polethypane Foeh, Gy,
BCM Special  349% oo o rer holding tanks,
w Al the comforts of hoame
Wea also carry
Charua ] o Pl wath fresh LED Electronic

from dwerond Tank Monitor Panels.

ARDEMCO INC.

sysbam. Ini
VBLIAT

art-ayphon
Esble vasler pmpli;nm i

« Eamy to clean: Durable ching e
ressts stars and soraboherg. EW"EH'U"&

= Prawven ans W, ardemoo. com
ﬂhilﬁlllﬂﬂiw v PR PR S Comns s, A AT

o (Glick Hore For Our Online Cataleg _______ |

www.BusConversions.com

Fehruary 2016

= e | 2

one of the wettest cities in North America, but this
summer we're experiencing severe water restrictions.
Across the Province they are importing fire fighters
from Eastern Canada and Australia to fight the forest
fires.

July 31st was the hottest day of the year. We loaded
up the bus, hooked up the car and headed out into
the long weekend traffic out of Vancouver. We had
a full tank of diesel and our fresh water tank was full
of good Vancouver water. We had Zeke, our Border
Collie/Aussie Shepherd dog with us, we were all set!
After 90 minutes of hot bumper to bumper, the traffic
eased and we actually got up to highway speeds. We
stopped later for a mid-afternoon treat of coffee, ap-
ple crumble and ice cream in Bridal Falls.

The next leg of the journey took us through Hope and
then a steady incline on Highway 5 towards Merritt.
The first summit on the Coquihalla Highway starts
a few miles out of Hope and climbs 4,081 feet. Our
8V71 engine dropped to 30 miles an hour at 1700
rpm as | took the hill at an easy pace.

The highway levels out somewhat then drops down
into the Nicola Valley where the town of Merritt was
hosting a huge Country and Western Festival on this
particular weekend. The traffic was heavy but mov-
ing along and after we got past Merritt we practically
had the highway to ourselves. We took the Highway
97C exit west and drove 20 minutes just as dusk was
falling. | noticed that the brake telltale light on the
dash was flickering faintly from time to time.
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At Logan Lake, British Columbia

Five and a half hours after leaving Vancouver, our 212
mile journey ended at the Municipal Campground
alongside Logan Lake. In a fast car with no traffic you
can do this trip in three hours as long as you don'’t get
hungry for apple crumble and ice cream. The lake is
picturesque under the full moon.

We've been coming here every August long week-
end for the past 13 years. A group of about 20 of us
converge to play bocce in the memory of two good
friends who passed away from cancer. The bocceisn't
serious and it’s always nice to get caught up with ev-
eryone and have a barbeque and refreshments. For
the second year in a row, Rhonda won the tourna-
ment and was presented with the prestigious mari-
gold plant.

You know that sick sound you hear when parking your
car and the front scrapes over a parking curb that you
didn't see? Perhaps ours hit one too many curbs, but
that piece of the car came loose. | put the car up on
my bus ramps and discovered that the screws have
all been ripped out and the plastic is too damaged to
fix. The solution? Duct tape of course! All our tow
package and braking system for the car is secured to
this flimsy bit of plastic and was likely the cause of the
flickering brake telltale on the bus.
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Rhonda’s brother Rod and his g:rlfrlend Margit
performing at “Hot Summer Nights” in Kamloops

At Logan Lake, British Columbia

Complete Your Bus Conversion with a state of the art

AUTOMOTIVE DEVICES
Manufacturer of AIR o ELECTRIC

Windshield Wiper Comversion Kils
Raplacements for MICI, Eagle, Prevost, Gillig, RTS, New Flyer, NABI,
Meoplan

FEATURES & ADVANTAGES
Easy o Install: Bolts directly 1o factory mounting points. No cutting

or required.

Installation Kit: R11 and L11 mounting brackets with Bosch molors.
{12 or 24 Voits) pre-sat wire hamess with conbrols, variable,
indermitient and two speeds. Wiper arm and blades are optional.
Extended Wiper System Life: Smooth and quist electric power
eliminates aralic operation and abusa of wiper

RELIABLE: AUTEX systems have been flest lesied under the most
ecirasn condisons.

Automotive Devices Limited
90 Wakefield Ave., Staten Island, NY 10314
Tel: 718-983-9898 Fax: 718-494-4975
Email; customersenvice @autexacs.com
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We departed Logan Lake on the Tuesday following the
long weekend and drove 27 miles to Kamloops. We
checked into the Silver Sage RV Park on the Thomp-
son River across from the downtown area. Zeke can
swim at the beach and they have both 30 amp power
and water.

L

Mount Robson towering
over the highway near
Jasper, Alberta

At an RV Park in Valemount,
British Columbia

On the downside, the parking spaces are too close,
we had to buy one of those tennis racket bug killers
to keep the wasps at bay, and the washrooms were
busy and dirty.

Bryan and Zeke in front of
the propane fire in Jasper
National Park

Blind Rivets and Tooling"

Rhonda and Zeke in Jasper
National Park
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A lot goes on in the little city of Kamloops. While we
were there, we took advantage of “RibFest” and the
“Hot Summer Nights” vintage car show. Rhonda’s
brother Rod is a guitar wizard and his band was play-
ing at both events.

On Monday morning we topped up the tank with die-
sel and headed northeast on the Yellowhead High-
way towards Jasper, Alberta. The highway is beautiful
and we stopped for the night in Valemount, BC. We
were starting to notice a lot of rental RV's and many
different languages spoken.

Tuesday, the highway turns from beautiful to spec-
tacular, with Mt. Robson dominating the scenery ris-
ing high above the many lakes that we passed. The
three hour drive plus the time change got us into the
National Park in the mid-afternoon. Since we missed
lunch we decided onan early dinnerintown. The rent-
al RV’s were lined up one after another in the parking
lots and tour buses were slowly roaming the streets.
Rhonda shopped while Zeke and | found a place to sit
and watch the other tourists. Jasper was well worth
the stop and when we got back to our campsite, we
fired up the propane fire pit for the first time.

On Wednesday we decided to drive all the way into
Edmonton, about a five hour drive. Shortly after we
left Jasper National Park, a car pulled out of a gravel
road ahead of us throwing a rock off our windshield

r
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and putting a nice sized crack in it. Damn! The wind-
shield will have to be replaced when we get home.

In Edmonton we eventually found an RV park that
was so new that it wasn't on our GPS. We had to back-
track about 15 minutes west to Spruce Grove where
we found the Diamond Grove RV Park. Itis a huge RV
park, with very clean washrooms and a big laundro-
mat. The only drawback was no Wi-Fi.

Surprisingly, the hot weather took a turn and dropped
from 91degrees to 64 overnight and it rained so hard
that the sound of it pummelling the roof woke us up.
The rain let up the next day for the outdoor wedding.
Guests were arriving from places called Hay River,
Fort Smith, Fort McMurray and Shell Lake, all commu-
nities in the Northwest Territories, Northern Alberta
and Saskatchewan. We were definitely in the north.

The day after the wedding, | was looking at the dog,
and he was looking back at me, no, he was squinting
back at me. | noticed that his eyes were red and a
bit inflamed. Zeke has Uveitis which causes his im-
mune system to attack his eyes. He’s on a regimen
of 9 eyedrops a day for the rest of his life. | couldn’t
help but think “why does this happen when we're at
the furthest distance from home?” Three years ago
when it first flared up we were in Phoenix and the
Uveitis turned into Glaucoma and his right eye had to
be removed. Rhonda phoned the animal eye doctor

BCM BUS CONVERSION MAGAZINE

EHP Wet Blanket is a 1/4-inch thick ceramic-based material
wied for insulating underhood components from heat, Usabile
Im temperatures up to 3200 degrees Fahrenheit, the blanket

i werapped arcund the heat source, such as exhaust pipe
and reduces its radiating temperature by half. It contains no

asbestos Easy toinstall - complete instructions,

39250 Green Meaadow Road, Temecula, CA 92582
(951) 302-2212
EngineHeatProtection.com
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") BYLERRIVET
www.BylerRivet.com
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2118 Parkside Ave. Irving, Texas 75061
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in Vancouver on Monday and they suggested a more
frequent dose of one of his drops and see if it helped
the problem.

In the meantime, we were getting ready to leave
on Tuesday, saying our goodbyes to everyone. We
planned to fuel up at the local Flying J, before head-
ing south through Calgary, then down through the tip
of Idaho to visit frlends in Newport Washington.

Smoke from the nearby forest fire blocking the sun in
Cranbrook British Columbia

Zeke at the skateboard park
in Cranbrook British Columbia

We had a slight mishap when we tried to enter a reg-
ular gas station to get gas for our generator. We be-
came impossibly wedged between gas islands after
| made a poor decision to try it in the first place. We
had to unhook the car but luckily we didn't damage
anything. All this commotion for $11 worth of gas!

Fehruary 2016

We decided to leave the car unhooked and Rhonda
would drive it to the Flying J to fuel up the bus.

Crossing from Canada into Idaho

Driving east on the Trans-Canada Highway, weaving
through construction pylons like a downhill skier, |
discovered that the exit to the Flying J was closed!
With our GPS yelling at me to make a U-turn, | could-
n’t get off the highway for two more exits. We wan-
dered aimlessly through industrial parks on the north
side of Edmonton until we stopped and sent Rhonda
and Zeke on a scouting mission in the car. She re-
turned and led the way to the Flying J.

Great hospitality with Don and Pam Evans
in Newport Washington

When we started to hook up the car, we discovered
that we left one of the cotter-pins to the hitch on the
ground at the first gas station. We can’t hook up. To
make things worse, a semi rolled over on the way out

al
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of the Flying J, blocking the only direct access to the
freeway. After much discussion with the truckers and
getting conflicting advice, | turned on our GPS to see
if we could find a way out of the mess. We missed a
key turn and got stuck for over an hour in another
construction zone inching along in growing frustra-
tion. It took two full hours from when we left the RV
park to clear Edmonton.

Red Deer is 93 miles south of Edmonton where they
have an exit called“Gasoline Alley” with all sorts of ser-
vices for travellers. We were able to get a cotter-pin
for 48 cents and a very late lunch. Finally all hooked
up, we could travel together towards our next desti-
nation, the Mt. Baker RV Park in Okotoks, Alberta just
south of Calgary. The RV park was very rough with
lots of rock and gravel but we got a riverside camp-
site. It's one of those places that you either love or
hate. It was just a stopover for us.

Next day, as we headed south towards Cranbrook BC,
we started to encounter smoke from nearby forest
fires that seemed to be getting worse as we pushed
on. Normally we keep in touch with current events
but the lack of Wi-Fi and our travel schedule made
us unaware that we were travelling towards fire. On

WRICO INTERNATIONAL

19 |

THE GENERATOR MAN

We carry a full line of Coach Conversion
Parts & Accessories, to list a few:
» Wrico Generators
« Magnum Inverters
» Webasto Hot Water Heating Systems
« Cooktops & Water Heaters
« Automatic Transfer Switches
» Generator Autostart System
Call the people with the Coach Conversion
Experience and Know-how.

Made Specifically For Bus Conversions
Kubota Powered - Water Cooled - 1800 RPM
Direct Drive - Easy To Service
Rugged and Trouble Free

Buy direct and save. Call the Generator Man

(541) 744-4333
WRICO INTERNATIONAL

PO Box 41555 - Eugene, Oregon 97404
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Thursday August 20th we arrived in Cranbrook and
immediately called Zeke’s eye doctor. We needed
more eyedrops which were sent to a local pharmacy.

In spite of the forest fire danger, we pushed south
across the border into Idaho. We were stopped at
customs and an inspector went through the entire
coach. Unfortunately the prestigious marigold plant
that Rhonda won was seized, although the flower pot
was kindly washed and returned to us.

h |lil.hiﬂ| l.m.,
V. """'""!-.

Smoke from the forest fires obscuring the bridge over the
Columbia River in Vantage Washington.

Custom InsTRumENT PaneLs
lash Panels For Bus Conversions

Made W your specifications.

Fagle - GM - M- P;.'l'.nn!ﬂn Previst
AC/IE Monitor Panels
Back Up Monitor Systems - Dash Aceessories

28585 Valley Drive
Albemarle, NC 28002
[Tech] 704.085.0171 = BOO4627635 « [FAX] 7049850173
Emaill: cipdash@sbcglobal.net
Visit us on the web: www.custominstrumentpanels.com
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Zeke'’s eye was getting worse so another phone call
to the eye doctor was made and they suggested that
we find a vet that could perform an eye pressure test
for him. Eye pressure tests are very specialized and
not many vets perform them anymore. What were
the odds of finding a vet in tiny Sandpoint, Idaho that
could do it for us? Dr. Ken Hallock, an old time vet
not only agreed to see him without an appointment
but could do the pressure test using an mechanical
device.

The news was good as his eye pressure was accept-
able but his eyesight was worsening. The doctor gave
him some anti-inflammatory pills and suggested we
see the animal eye doctor in Spokane.

Unfortunately Zeke was now nearly blind, walking
into objects and having trouble with stairs. It was
Thursday so we decided to cut the trip short and start
the journey home.

We stopped along the way to visit good friends and
fellow bus nuts, Don and Pam Evans in Newport,
Washington. The drive from Cranbrook to Newport
was some of the prettiest scenery on the whole trip.
We finally caught the news on Don and Pam’s TV to
find out that the whole area had been placed under a

L=
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“State of Emergency” by the President. The fire was 15
miles away to the northeast and quite nasty.

We departed on Saturday morning for the 400 mile
journey to the coast. The drive across Central Wash-
ington on the I-90 was very hazy and smoky but vis-
ibility was okay. We refuelled in Ellensburg and took
a coffee break, then tackled the Snoqualmie summit
over the mountains towards the I-5 northbound.

We decided to dry camp at the Tulalip Casino out-
side of Everett and while Rhonda played the slots for
a while, I had a beer and enjoyed a walk leading our
blind dog around the field near the parking lot. Does
this make me a“seeing eye person”for our dog?

We fueled up in Ferndale on Sunday and crossed the
border with no incident. After we got home we dis-
covered that Zeke'’s eyesight couldn't be saved but
he’s coping well and still plays ball using his other
senses. As for the cracked windshield it was covered
by our insurance and | found a local glass company
that was able to find a replacement windshield with-
in two days. Overall we drove 1921 miles and were
gone for 23 smokin” hot summer days. Not bad for a
45 year old bus!.

- N
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We can assist you with any and all of your RV Parts needs.
All in stock orders usually ship the next business day.

www.PacificRVParts.com
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Welcome to Pacific RV Parts
The Best Source for

all Your RV Parts.

Dometic Penguin Duo Therm
13,500 BTU Cool-Only
Air Conditioner

If you need RV Parts or
Accessories for your:

Suburban SF-30Q
30,000 BTU RV Furnace

Bus Conversion - RV - Motorhome
Trailer - 5th Wheel - Toy Hauler
Camper - Tent Trailer

M We specialize in Velvac RV Bus Mirrors.
- www.VelvacRVMirrors.com

We are here to serve you with
Great Pricing & Excellent Service!
(888) 600-4845
info@PacificRVParts.com

Maxxfan Ventilator
White RV Roof Vent
$24888

www.BusConversions.com

Suburban 10 Gallon
RV Water Heater
$42588
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Bryan Larrabee
Bryan and Rhonda Larrabee live in Vancouver
Canada. They have been converted bus owners
since 2008, the same year that their dog ZekRe
joined the family. Bryan is the primary driver;
however Rhonda has her airbrakRe endorsement
as well and drives now and then. Bryan retired
from his career in Emergency Management in
2011 and still teaches one or two days a month for
the Justice Institute of BC. Rhonda is the Chief of
the Qayqgayt Indian Band in New Westminster BC
and is very involved in that community advocating
for educational opportunities and services for

aboriginal children and families. .fhﬂ IS hEEﬂ £ b.”."-l"_].-l rej';ﬂrfﬂg !”:'!T h”‘i’-’

Bryan.larrabee@shaw.ca ’ ; . , i
O e he’s been a Im!e_ for gg.ﬁf. Can you give
him this?

400 E. Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton | 714.992.559 | www.electricbicyclecenter.com

www.BusConversions.com
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We call her Honeysuckle Rose after Hoyt Axton’s Sce-
nicruiser tour bus because she thinks she’s a hound but
she’s really (a) Superior.

The initiation of this project and my subsequent eleva-
tion to the status of bus nut came hot on the heels of
an unexpected Reserve Best of Show award at a large
all GM truck show where my stock looking but highly
modified 71 Chevy Suburban stole the day. Needless to
say, I could hardly wait to find another project to enter
in a subsequent show.

Later that summer, a friend returned from “Hot August
Nights,” a huge hot rod show and sale in Reno, Neva-
da with three Xeroxed colored pages of possible project
candidates. Circled were pictures of Chevy Nomads,
Ford T-birds and other worthy vehicles, but what at-
tracted my attention was the picture of a tired looking
1935 Chevy school bus. There it was. It was a Chevy. It
was a truck of sorts and it was yellow just as the Subur-
ban had been. Done deal—almost.

I contacted the owner of the pictured bus and arranged
to travel the 825 miles from my Southern California
home to Bend, Oregon to look the bus over. I liked
what I saw so I called the owner who was out of town
for the day and agreed to purchase the bus. The seller
agreed to give me a week to arrange for shipping, which
I did. When I called him to finalize the pickup date he

TploneyrucKicaRore:
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informed me that he had sold the bus to someone else.
Undaunted, I continued my search. With the help of
Craig’s List I found a 1936 Chevy school bus a mere
125 miles from home and went to check it out. There
seemed to be enough of it left to work for me so I dialed
the guy I'd talked to planning to complete the deal. The
guy didn’t answer—his wife did and when she heard
what I was calling about she screamed “The bus ain’t
for sale!” and hung up on me.

Another Craigs List find was located north of Bell-
ingham, Washington a few miles from the Canadian
border. After a long discussion with the owner, I was
assured that the bus was drivable and would, with care,
make the trip to California. At the time I was working

Paint - Body
Mechanical - Conversions
Motor Coach Updates
Repairs
Call or email us today!

tmkaylorfZoominternet.net
724-256-8275 ()
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three days on and four days off so I figured that I had
enough time to do a round robin 2650 mile dash for the
bus. I talked a friend into helping me and we set off on
a blustery January morning. My buddy and I took turns
driving and sleeping, with him complaining about my
adherence to the posted speed limit and how we would
never get to the border at the rate I drove. I got the last
laugh though when I awoke to see a large highway sign
saying 50 miles to Lake Tahoe—that was a 200 mile er-
ror in the wrong direction, but I'm sure we got there in
a hurry!

When we finally reached the storage lot the bus was
parked in, it was immediately clear that the owner had
no clue about buses or for that matter much of anything
else. I managed to start the bus using the battery from
the owner’s 1984 Dodge Diplomat ex-cop car. After
much gear crunching the bus reluctantly climbed its
way out of its ruts and moved a few feet. I stomped on
the brake which not only went to the floor but complete-
ly through the floor and onto the ground! I wanted to be
angry at the seller, but he was such a train wreck that all
I could do was laugh. It was probably just as well that the
bus wasn't drivable as it snowed most of the way back to
California and the bus had neither a heater nor wind-
shield wipers. My copilot and I are longtime friends and
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we laughed ourselves silly the whole way home.

It was now March of the next year and I'd had no luck
finding a bus. I had nearly given up when one evening
while cruising Craig’s List and e-bay I found an e-bay ad
for a 1935 Ford short school bus with a Superior brand
body. I was able to chat with the bus owner and learned
that he had owned the bus for 17 years having used it as
a billboard for his antique shop in Sandy, Utah. During
his ownership the bus was used in the film “Topaz,” a
documentary about the World War II Japanese intern-
ment camp of the same name. Prior to his ownership the
bus was used as a medical clinic on an Indian reserva-
tion and, of course, as a school bus in rural Utah. When
I explained my plans for the bus he seemed happy with
my intentions and when the bidding dust settled I was
the proud owner of a ’35 Ford school bus!

I still had my heart set on this being an all GM proj-
ect so I reviewed the Xerox sheets and found a 1935
Chevy 1-1/2 ton truck located in Reno, Nevada. I fig-
ured I'd take the bus body off the Ford Chassis, put it
on the Chevy chassis and then sell the Ford leftovers,
which I did. I then began to worry about the mechan-
ical brakes, closed drive shaft and 2-speed rear axle on
the old Chevy and came to the conclusion that placing
the bus body and Chevy sheet metal on a late model
frame would make the project highway safe to operate.
In keeping with the all GM notion I chose a 2005 Chevy
W3500 turbo diesel tilt cab truck for the job.

Feel the Heat

The combenation of Webasto and ’
Swure's own Real fan heaters
{3,600 o 25,000 BTU) makes
land cruising fun and comforiable.  weses pewose, 5000 5ty
Sure Marine has over 100 dealers nationwide,
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5320 28th Ave, N.W. ‘
Seattle, WA 98107 »
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40,
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1935 Ford bus on day
of arrival

’35 Chevy Truck
on arrival day

Chevy W3500 on day of arrival
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The first step in the
build was to remove
% all of the interior
sheet metal, all the
windows, all the rock
wool insulation, all
the floor covering and
all the old wiring. That
let me find and re-
move the %” carriage
bolts which held the
body to the frame. I
ended up grinding the heads off the bolts and pounding
them down through the floor. I lifted the bus body from
the frame using 4” X 8” X 10’ beams supported by heavy
duty hydraulic house moving jacks on either end of the
beam, one beam through the rearmost pair of windows
and one beam through the front most pair of windows.
Once the bus body was lifted from its original frame
and all measurements pertaining to the location of the
body mounts on the Ford frame had been recorded, I
was able to sell all the Ford gear to a fellow who was
restoring an old Ford tow truck.

Superior brand bus
body off frame

The next step was to lengthen the Chevy W3500 frame
to match the wheel base of the bus. This was complicat-
ed by the need to lengthen the drive shaft, fabricate dou-
ble flared brake line extensions, extend shielded ABS
wiring as well as lengthening whatever else went with

It’s not just the destination, it
is the journey too! Discover
the power and comfort of a

Prevost and a Series 60 engine.

[Busforsale.com

} 1-r alex
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a modern computer- (£
ized drive train. This
process took me sev-
eral months as every
step had to be tested
for proper perfor-
mance before the —m—
next step was begun. |
It was an exciting
day when I was fi-
nally able to position
the bus body on the
completed frame—everything lined up!

Frame installation

My wife and I considered many floor plans for the 10’
X 7-1/2’ living area. We wanted as much counter space
as possible and a comfortably large table to dine at. We
knew that we would have to settle for a combination
bath, sink and shower (wet bath) and finally decided it
would be best to put it at the rear of the bus. Because
the back of the bus slopes down, the rear bath meant
there would have to be a step down in the floor as well
as a pop-up in the roof if I was going to be able to stand
up in it. Once the bath was laid out, we were able to
use masking tape on the floor to finalize the floor plan.
That technique worked very well because it allowed us
to design what was to be on top of the floor while con-
sidering obstructions that lay below the floor.

During this design time it became clear to me that the
5’6” of headroom in the bus body wasn’t going to work
for my 6” height. Fortunately, the bus had been built with
a 3’ wide 8’ long single roof panel lengthwise and in the
center of the body. Even more lucky was that there was
a heavy steel frame surrounding the panel that made
designing a pop-up roof pretty straight forward. I cop-
ied the design of the VW Westfalia pop-up except that
mine opens via 12 volt linear actuators along the length-
wise axis rather than at one end.

Pop-up installation
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With most of the floor space being taken up by the
counter, bath and table, sleeping accommodations
looked a little bleak. There was only enough room left
for narrow bunk beds along the wall and neither of us

liked that idea. A slide out seemed to be the only an-
swer, so I set about finding an electric drive mechanism
around which to build a slide out. I knew I had to cut a
section out of the side of the bus if I wanted a slide out,
nevertheless, the initial cut was a stressful experience. I
built the slide out frame from thick wall square tubing
and used sealed roller bearings as glides. The frame was
covered with sheet metal on four of its six sides and by
the original bus panel on the fifth side. The covered sides
were insulated with 2” thick PolyFoam as was the rest
of the bus. With the slideout extended, a queen size air
bed fits with room to spare. The portion of the bed that
isn’t supported by the slideout rests on a frame which
covers two, 30 gallon water tanks and a good bit of stor-
age. With the bed extended there is 16” of walk space
between the head of the bed and the kitchen counter.

The original entry door on the bus was of the bi-fold type
with half opening in and half opening out. The portion
that opened in did so up against the end of the count-
er, thereby rendering the end of the counter useless un-
less the door was closed. While vacationing in Yosemite
National Park I spotted a bus door that seemed to step
out from the side of the bus and then migrate along the
side of the body leaving a completely unobstructed en-
try way. A little reading on the Internet taught me that

Generators for the long road ahead.
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= TEW to 100KW generators, powered by a rugged Kubota or
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these doors are called parallelogram plug doors because
their path scribes a parallelogram. Most are pneumati-
cally operated—I had to have one.

A local wrecking yard had a junk airport shuttle bus
with the proper door and sold it to me for $150 includ-
ing everything related to it. I got the compressor, air
tank, actuator, door, hinge pole, switches, emergency
release, wiring, entry light switch—all I had to do was
remove it myself which I did with much gusto. It took
me a couple of weeks to cut down the size of the various
components to make them fit my little bus. The door is
without a doubt one of my favorite mods to the bus. It
works flawlessly and opened up the end of the kitchen
counter as a location for the electrical system including
shore power, generator power, inverter power and cir-
cuit breakers.

Finding a spot to house the 3K Yamaha inverter gener-
ator was made simple when I decided to use the genny
face plate and controls as the end of the counter made
available by the pneumatic door. I put the genny in a roll
out drawer under the floor along the side of the bus and
added sound deadening material and forced air cooling
for the motor. Next I moved the generator’s computer
into the area just behind the face plate at the end of the
counter as a precaution against overheating.

b

Genny controls relocated just inside
parallelogram plug door

At this point I was ready to install insulation, rough
plumbing and both 12 volt and 120 volt rough electrical
systems. I fabricated the counters and cabinets from %”
square thin wall tubing and covered them with directly
applied Formica. Built into the lower kitchen counter
are a dorm size fridge, a propane gravity heater and a
RV 4-burner propane stove and oven. Where the count-
er abuts the bathroom wall at the back of the bus I in-
stalled a small microwave oven and directly above it and
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supported by the roof is a 6K BTU air conditioner. For
hot water I used a propane fired tankless water heater
that is housed in a sealed metal cabinet which gets its
fresh air from under the bus and exhausts through the
top of the bus. Tankless water heaters will only operate
when there is both sufficient water flow and pressure.
To prevent the heater from cycling on and off each time
one opens or closes a spigot, I installed a solenoid valve
that allows water to circulate from the fresh water tank
through the heater and back to the holding tank when
the heater is turned on. This also reduces water waste as
you wait for hot water to arrive at the spigot.

15 years of COMPLETE custom fabrication
experience. Conversions on any make.
Specializing In:

e Coach widening - 96” -> 102”

¢ Slide Outs
* Remodel & Repair on
ANY motorhome or bus.

We WILL SHIP:
e Radiator spray systems
e Engine door louvers
e Air steps for entry door
* And much more!

4350 S. Arville, Unit 6
Las Vegas, NV 89103
Call today for conversion specs and photos.

(708) 378-4418
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With the body, drive train and interior more or less fig-
ured out it was now time to decide what to do with the
front sheet metal. The Chevy trucks of the time all had
what is known as “butterfly hoods” To raise them you
twisted a handle on the side of the hood and lifted the
butterfly wings to access the engine compartment. No
doubt without exception, at one time or another a me-
chanic would lose his grip on a handle and a partially
extended wing would come crashing down on the fend-
er leaving its tell- tale mark behind. To avoid this and to
make the engine compartment more accessible I built
a tilt front end that rises from the cowl and tilts for-
ward. The entire hood, radiator shroud and front fend-
ers move as one. It was such a simple idea but it took
me a month of sliding a paint stir stick mock up back
and forth on the garage floor before I understood how
the mechanism would work. I added an electric winch
and a few pulleys and now with the press of a button the
front end tilts open and closed like magic.

Working model
for tilt front end

Final mock up

With the front end done I set my sights on making re-
placement panels for the bus body sides below the floor
height as these panels were very rusty. I talked to the
owner of a local metal fabricating shop and learned
how metal stamping dies work and how they are made.
Armed with this new knowledge I built my own dies
and was allowed to use the shops huge metal press to
stamp out my own panels—too much fun! With the re-
placement panels welded in place I was down to basic
body work and a paint job—both activities I enjoy.

Having finished the paint work and the various systems
I was left with tail end tasks like installing linoleum in
the kitchen, carpet in the cockpit and window shades
and screens.

Morris Minor on
day of arrival

Almost done

My story about Honeysuckle Rose would be incomplete
if I neglected to mention her TOAD. His name is Clar-
ence and he is a 1959 Morris Minor Traveller woody
wagon. He was chosen as the TOAD because of his

www.BusConversions.com
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general body shape and styling—tear drop fenders and
lots of round surfaces. In keeping with the (nearly) all
GM theme, Clarence has had his chassis exchanged for
a Chevy Geo Tracker 4X4 chassis and running gear with
tuel injection and all. His paint scheme is the reverse of
Honeysuckle Rose and the pair cause quite a stir.

Honeysuckle Rose has been a joy to use and has led us
to meet many interesting and talented people. I'm sure
that in the years to come that pleasure will only increase.

Jac Admunson

My wife Lorna and | both started out as Biologists.
Although originally trained as a scientist, my affinity
for problem solving led me through multiple careers,
including teaching, research, housing development,
automotive reconstruction and a final gambit as a
police officer, before finally actually “retiring”. We
camped out of Suburbans for many years and a “sticks
and staples” had no appeal, so when we wanted more
comfort, a bus just seemed the natural next step.
Problem one: it had to fit into our garage. Problem two,
no such bus existed. Therefore | built HoneysucRle
Rose. Q.E.D.
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Mobile Service Center

(501) 258-8426

Factory Authorized Service Center For:
Aqua-Hot - Webasto - Hydro-Hot

Coming to an Event Near You

Leave Phoenix Area — Feb 18th
Moultrie, GA MI Pre Rally

Perry, GA FMCA

Canton, Texas Alegro Bus Rally
Searcy, AR RIP Rally

Goshen, IN. 419 Pusher Rally
Myrtle Beach, S.C. ACA National Rally
Goshen, IN. Glamma

? Monaco Pre Rally

Springfield, Mass. FMCA
Shawnee, OK 6 State

La. Cruisin Cajuns

www.lloyddegerald.com/locate-me-calendar

(~)ebasto

April 25 - 29
April 28 - May 4

FRIREET WTROECH B EYHT CTNTIR



http://lloyddegerald.com/locate-me-calendar

20 BCM BUS CONVERSION MAGAZINE

February 2016

The Overview

So you've gone and converted yourself a bus. Now what?
Oh sure, you can take it to a secluded beach, drive it out
into the middle of BLM land with no one around for
miles, travel the country and see all sorts of amazing
sights, or go to converted bus rallies and see what other
bus nuts are doing with their buses (besides working on
them constantly).

=\ To be able to do all
. ) of these wonder-
| ful things you have
worked very hard for

a very long time. You
deserve to do them!
There are others

who are not so for-
tunate, however, and
being able to travel

in a converted bus

also provides some
unique opportunities for service; not 24/7, but as you
have the time and interest. One such service opportuni-
ty is with the American Red Cross, where trained RVers
in self-contained RVs are highly valued in disaster sit-
uations. Another is with Habitat for Humanity (HFH)

The team gathered for a
pot-luck at the RV Park.

e ——

[Editor’ note: This is part 1 of
a 2-part article. Part 2 will run
in next month’s issue. In Part 1
the author introduces us to the
Habitat for Humanity program. He
describes a special program for
RVers, the personal and community
benefits of being involved, and
the role of the future homeowner.]

i
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By Bruct Fay

S A P Y

which does not require special training or certification,
just a willingness to show up, learn, and work. And it
really helps if you can stay a while in what may be a
dry-camping situation.

- ]

Part of our team at morning circle getting assignments for the day.
Our HFH construction supervisor, Brian,
apparently wants “it” over there.

As we were getting ready to retire we were thinking about
how we might mix some occasional volunteer work into
our travels. We did a lot of work on our first house over
the 34 years that we lived there and recently moved to a
different house, post retirement. We now have a whole
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new set of house projects, but the important point is
that we have always enjoyed working on our houses and
have acquired some knowledge and skill over the years
along with an assortment of tools. A program that can
use all of that is Habitat for Humanity (HFH) and it was
something we wanted to try. To be clear, HFH does not
require you to bring your own tools beyond basic per-
sonal safety equipment (eye protection, hearing protec-
tion, hard hat, work gloves, work boots), and a tool belt
with a hammer and tape measure.

.--5-"1

The author (with the hose
working with an
AmeriCorps volunteer from
the Virgin Islands (running the
concrete polisher).

Shirley, one of
our team co-leaders,
in the HFH tool trailer.

How It Works

There are lots of HFH affiliates around the country,
but there is a special program run out of the Ameri-
cus, Georgia headquarters that interested us. It's called
RV-Care-A-Vanners (RV-CAV). Through this program,
HFH headquarters coordinates RVers to work on builds
with local affiliates. Unlike the 1-day or 2-day weekend
experiences most people have if they work on an HFH
build near where they live, the RV-CAV program asks
for a two-week commitment. Not only do you get to
work on a house (or houses) long enough to accomplish
something tangible you get to spend two weeks getting
to know a group of fellow RVers. Some of them may
become new friends; if not, it's only for two weeks.

A husband and wife team working on the east wall of the house.

www.BusConversions.com
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Getting ready to raise the east wall of the house.
Itis 76 feet long! You don't see that every day.

The Family Motor Coach Association (FMCA) has an
HFH Chapter and until recently the Escapees RV Club
(SKP) had a HFH BOF (Birds Of a Feather, their name
for a special interest group). The SKP BOF was instru-
mental in getting the RV-Care-A-Vanners program
established. The program is now so successful that the
original purpose of the BOF was no longer relevant and
it was discontinued in the fall of 2014. We joined the
SKP HFH BOF at the September 2010 Escapade so we
were aware that they were organizing a special SKP/RV-
CAV build in Sheridan, Wyoming immediately follow-
ing the 2013 Escapade in Gillette, Wyoming. Not only
would this build be mostly RVers, they would mostly
be SKPs, assuming enough of us signed up. The Esca-
pade started one week after the FMCA Family Reunion
and Motorhome Showcase, and it was being held at the
same facility in Gillette, Wyoming, so this provided the
opportunity to spend five or six weeks in Wyoming with
a mix of RV rallies, sight-seeing, and service.

The women really carried
their own weight on this job;
literally.

The east wall standing up.
We had to hold it until it was
braced.

“Detailling-Upholstery
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The Benefits

Habitat for Humanity exists to provide shelter, one of
the three basic human needs (food and clothing being
the other two), to people who are struggling to acquire
it on their own but are willing/able to contribute to the
construction project in one way or another. HFH’s mot-
to is “Habitat for Humanity is not a handout, it’s a hand
up.” Having people properly sheltered benefits not only
them but the whole community. We started each work-
day with a team meeting (circle) where we reviewed
safety issues, the status of the project, and selected work
assignments.

The house is starting to take shape. It was a thick slab-on-grade
design with hot water radiant floor heat.

This is how we got the roof trusses up onto the roof;
lift from below and pull from above.
HFH builds are usually single story houses and rarely
(if ever) use heavy equipment like cranes.

Just to be clear HFH is a Christian mission, so the
morning meeting usually concluded with a reflection or
bible passage. Circle ended by everyone joining hands
and repeating the HFH motto, with everyone putting
their hands forward (into the circle) on the phrase “not
a handout” and raising them high overhead on the
phrase, “it’s a hand up.” If that sounds a bit corny, so
be it, but it really did serve to remind us each day why
we were there and what we were trying to accomplish.
HFH welcomes anyone who is willing to contribute to
a build and participation in the religious aspects of the
morning meeting is optional. We had four people on
our team who were not Christians.

www.BusConversions.com
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A few of the women teamed up to use
the sheet metal brake to bend flashing.

The Future Homeowner

Remember that motto “HFH is not a handout, it’s a
hand up”? HFH houses are not built on speculation;
they are built for someone specific. The recipient is
selected and qualified before the build is planned and
executed. Qualified in this case means they have: a) a
demonstrable need; b) the ability to contribute to the
project (sweat, equity) and; c) the ability to make the
mortgage payments. Mortgage payments? Yes; HFH
houses are not gifts. The future homeowner is required
to contribute to the building of the house. If they are
physically able, and their circumstances permit, they
may be on the build site sawing and nailing alongside
the volunteers. If they are not able to participate in the
actual construction, they contribute in other ways.

Some of the team having lunch at the local Catholic Church which
was a short walk from the building site. It was air-conditioned.

1-855-778-4527
www.MobileRVGlass.com

Nationwide windshield repair &
complete fabrication services!
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The house we were building was for a single mother
with a special needs child (autistic) and she provided
day care services to support her and her two children.
Due to her circumstances she was not able to help us
build the house. Instead, she was responsible for orga-
nizing the daily lunch meal for the various teams that
worked on the build over the many months it would
take to complete. Lunch was served at the local Catholic
Church just a short walk from the build site. She was
often there during our lunch break so we got to meet
her and her children. When you work on an HFH build
you almost always get to meet the people for whom the
house is being built and that really puts a human face
on the work.

The future homeowner (center) and her two children.

The local affiliate raises the money and materials need-
ed to purchase a lot and build the house. This particular
build, and perhaps others around the state, were the fo-
cus of a statewide charitable campaign by the Archdio-
cese of Wyoming for 2013. As with all HFH builds some
of the materials were donated and some had to be pur-
chased but everything was new. Volunteer labor (like
us) is used to do as much of the work as possible such
as carpentry, roofing, drywall, painting, and trim. This
helps keep the final cost down. Local tradesmen (and
women) are usually hired for jobs like concrete, plumb-
ing, electrical, and HVAC. HFH provides the mortgage
in the amount of the actual costs of the build. I believe
the mortgage is interest-free or at very low rates that are
way below prevailing commercial rates.

\ :

* Bl

Our full 18-member team. (Photo not taken by the author).
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(Note: The author blogged about this experience as it
was happening. You can read his blog postings in the
July 2013 archive (8th — 20th) at www.omnibus-mi.us.)

[Editor’s note: In the second and final part of this article
the author describes the building process, the challeng-
es of the work, and the rewards of participation, includ-
ing some of the things the participants were able to do
in their free-time.]

Bruce Fay

Dr. Bruce Fay is a retired educational
assessment and evaluation consultant and a

former electrical engineer, photographer, and
teacher. Linda is a retired CIPA & corporate
controller. They live in S.E. Michigan, and
started traveling North America in their 1990
SE)eI\EIBOSt H3-40 coach conversion in June

Their website and blog are at
http://www.omnibus-mi.us

They can be reached at
us@omnibus-mi.us
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=== RALLY NEWS

Branson 7-Day Eagle Rally

October 5-11, 2016
Branson Lakeside RV Park LakRe Taneycomo in Branson, Mo
300 S Boxcar Willie Drive | Branson, Missouri 65616

Trail Boss Byron Pigg
Home Phone: (417) 753-2285
Cell: (417) 840-9343
Email: 85eaglel5@gmail.com
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Late Winter Rall
e B L Gy Fixible Loudonville Rally

February 25-28, 2016 Loudonville, Ohio
Masonic Park, Wimauma, FL
about eight miles east of July 14-17, 2016
RusRin or U.S. Rte. 301
Contact John Maryo at
Featuring some really good home cookin’ John.Maryo46@gmail.com or
Your hosts are Jack and JackRie Cambell. cell 513-290-1052
Co-Hosts
Herb Bates and Reen IKukRon Open to all FIxible owners, Bus owners, and
www.MasonicParkFlorida.com those with interest in vintage Buses.
. S\ "/

iy e, s gy i o g et | (e [ pp—y  — (s | i g o,

| Having a rally? Let us know! |
We will help you spread the word.

| If you or someone you kRnow is hosting a bus rally, we invite you to send us the information
so that we can announce it here in THE magazine for bus nuts. Please send it to us up to nine
| months before the rally date so that we have time to get news of your rally out there. Then |
after the rally, send us photos and a story about the rally - we'll make your rally famous.
Email your info to Gary@BusConversions.com l
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Thank You! (714) 534-2024

Custemaer tatislaction is
our numbaer one priarity!
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U.S. Addresses Only  [[_]3-Year $99.00 Absolutely newal
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Bus Conversion Service Directory

BusesOnline BusForSale.com
Largest Online Marketplace Bus Sales, Service, Renovations and Financing
Buses/Parts/Collectibles (615) 859-1998
BusesOnline.com www.BusForSale.com

Mobile Internet Information Mobile Bus Conversion
for RVers by RVers Help and Tech Support

RVMobilelnternet.com (877) 755-1936
RvingOffGrid.com

Winlock Galey The Kimberly Stove
Books for Bus Conversions Your Off Grid Living Solution
(951) 943-0014 855-USA-STOVE

WinlockGaley.com UnforgettableFireLLC.com

Sandblasting and Rustproofing Cox Woodworking
No Job Too Big or Too Small Custom Cabinetry for 35 Years
(773) 858-3473 (603) 399-7704
MenAtWorkSCS.com CoxWoodWorkinginc.com

For information about placing your ad in our Service Directory either email
Gary@BusConversions.com or call the office at (657) 221-0432.
Ads start as little as $17/month.
When you contact our advertisers, please let them know you saw their ad in Bus Conversion Magazine. We want to hear from you! Write to us. Email us, call us. Tell us what

you like and don't like. What types of information would you like to see in the magazine? Send us a story! Do you have Before and After photos of your conversion
project? During? Maybe a story about adventures while traveling, or a wonderful place to camp that you found.

Contact Gary@BusConversions.com to learn more or discuss your article idea.

I 983 M C I M C'9 Log Cabin Bus owned by BCM Publisher for 5 years. This bus was
converted to be a demo model in 2002. The extra attention to detail
LOG CABI N CO NVE RSI O N and all of the optional features offered at the time. This is an MCI MC-9
with solid Knotty Pine interior, so it is very easy to keep clean. The
features are very simple so the kids can run around without having to
worry about anything getting broken. Headroom is 6'6". Front cargo
bay contains a carpeted sleeping area for kids to ride in and they
love it down there. It can also be used for visitors to stay with small
windows on each side on the bay doors, or a place to just take a nap
on a hot summer day. Access is available via a porthole under the
dining table which has been closed off, but can easily be re-opened
to be used. 5000 miles on rebuilt 6V92 turbo coupled with an Allison
HT-740 Automatic Transmission. 7.5KW Onan Genset. Two Coleman
15,000 BTU Roof Airs, Over-the-road air, 26" flat screen TV. Bath/
Shower, 3-Burner Propane Stove w/Oven, 2-7.5 Gallon Removable
Propane Tanks. Two Refrigerators, one 2-Way, 2-Door Fridge/Freezer,
and one small 110V Supplemental Fridge. 30,000 BTU Propane
Furnace, Four 12V Deep-Cycle House Batteries, 2500W Prosine Inverter.
Propane/110V 10 Gallon Water Heater. 50A shore power connection.
Recently driven from Anaheim to Quartzsite to attend the bus rally.
Read two different articles about this bus from previous BCM issues at
http://www.BusConversions.com/Gary/GHMC9.pdf

0© 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000,

$29,995
Call Gary at (714) 614-0373

Gary@BusConversions.com
Located in Anaheim, CA

000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000 ¢"°

www.BusConversions.com
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RICO AND MONICA
SWISS ARMY TRUCK

Can be seen at the Quartzite Rally
after February at the
Quartzite Market Place.

o ,#’_,.-r"
1968 Heavy Duty
Swiss Army Truck
(Saurer 2DM)
4-Wheel Drive with
Trailer, ideal for the
Desert or Off-Road camping, Air brakes
on truck and trailer, V6 135 HP Diesel
Engine, (Truck is not fast, but verv

r

35°-1966
MCI MC-5A CONVERSION

8V71 with Qut-of-frame

rebuild with approx.
40K miles. New brakes approx 6K miles,
new rims and tires, approx. 150 miles.
New tie rod ends and drag link. 10KW
diesel generator, 2,500W Heart Interface
inverter, 100-Gal. fresh tank, 110-Gal.
waste tank, electric/gas water heater,
3-way refer, Flexsteel furniture, cabinets
w/stained glass doors, 2 large propane
tanks, 2 roof A/C, hardwood floor and
wine colored carpet, Corian counter
tops, full stove w/oven, microwave,
washer/dryer, full size walk thru bath,
full size neo-angle shower, center queen
bed w/storage underneath, Prevost
mirrors, Zip Dee awnings w/screens.

$23,500 O.B.O.

Call Roger at (231) 838-8628
or email RStump@gmail.com
Located in Charlevoix, Ml

1964 - SILVER EAGLE

435 horse 92 series Detroit turns the

750 Allison transmission in this coach.
Two roof top air conditioners. Three
catalytic heaters. The bus has always
been stored indoors. The fridge is 110
volt only and the stove is a four burner
with an oven which has never been
used. The stack washer and dryer is

new. Jacuzzi tub with built in shower.

All systems work and this is a nice bus

to travel in. Read more about this bus at
http://busconversions.com/bcmclassi-
fieds/index.php

—_— =

el

$35,000
Call Dan at (308) 765-1020
Email danflower@yahoo.com

Located in Gering, NE

1972 MC| MC-7
CHALLENGER

For Sale: 1972 MCI 7, Challenger,
converted in 2002 from Air Force
Satellite TrackRing bus by using
1999 Airstream trailer cabinets and
appliances. 8V71 Detroit Diesel with
retarder, Allison 6 speed automat-
ic transmission. Alcoa aluminum
wheels. Trailer hitch. Propane
furnace, stove top, refrigerator (also
electric). Microwave/convection
oven. I0OKW generator.

$15000 |
Call Rick at (505) 379-7796

Located in Bosque Farms, New Mexico

-

1972 40ft Silver Eagle

WITH 18FT MATCHING TRAILER
Ground-up restoration adding 10" cap, converted to RV 1995. New 2000 thru 2004:
6V92 Silver Detroit, HTB748HD Allison Automatic Transmission, Power Tech 20KW
Generator, and complete front suspension redo. Interior removed and replaced
with insulated ceiling, walls, carpet, and kitchen/dining area Parquet flooring. Bus
now has 29,900 miles since redo. Matching 18ft 2001 Trailer has storage cabinets,
rear legs, 2 flood lights, power tongue lift and reinforced rooftop for viewing with
ladder and safety rail.

-

$185,90
Call Jerry at (502) 648-9864
i oremail: jpoyett@mfic.com
) :More info at www.Go4lessllc.com
Located in Louisville, KY

www.BusConversions.com
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A RARE OPPORTUNITY
MADDEN’S CRUISER I IS AVAILABLE FOR SALE

Converted by Custom Coach for John Madden, the famous football

coach and broadcaster, this deluxe 45 foot MCI 1994 DL 3 coach has been
immaculately maintained. The comfortable interior living quarters have
been carefully upgraded with every convenience for relaxing, working or
pursuing your hobbies while on the road. Special interior features include
two baths (mid and rear) with granite floors, brass fixtures, granite shower
(mid bath), china air operated toilets; Corian countertops throughout; a
walk around queen bed; a rear desk with storage & flip up table; beautiful

pecan woodwork with plentiful storage, including two full length & four
mid length closets; insulated and sound dampened rosewood Traffic
Master Allure Vinyl flooring; new GE 14 Cubic Foot refrigerator; Sharp
Carousel Il Microwave/convection oven; Splendide washer/dryer; built-in

clothes hamper; central vacuum; ceiling & indirect lighting throughout;
lined draperies. Exterior upgrades include Peninsula sliding windows throughout; Zip Dee Window Awnings; window screens; Alcoa
wheels; new Michelin tires; an Intec Military Spec Backup camera &monitor; a Garmin 7 inch GPS; DDEC engine monitor; a Cobra 40
channel CB radio; joey beds; 20KW generator. The cruiser is wired for towing. There is no LP gas to worry about with this all electric Coach.
In addition to bus air, it has four CruiseAir AC units and five 110 VAC heaters to keep you warm in winter and cool in the summer.

Click this link to read the article and view the photos: www.BusConversions.com/madden.pdf

$145,000
Call Laird at (251) 979-9430 or email
leehin77@gmail.com
Pensacola, Florida area

1984 EAGLE 10
8" ROOF RAISE

All Electric Coach, Webasto
Heating System, Diesel Generator,
6V92 Detroit Diesel, Allison
Transmission, Professional
Conversion, Garage Kept, Painted
by Star Jet. Must See!!! lliness is
reason for sale. E-mail for more
info and pictures!!

$65,000

Call Becky at (937) 548-0686

E-mail: mamaw0831@gmail.com

Located in Greenville, OH

1995 DINA

T
iy l'|
! g

43'X102", 11.1 60 series 375hp, Allison B500,
10mpg at 65mph, new 22.5's on Alcoa’s,

new brakes, electronic jake and cruise, 7.5
water cooled Generac diesel generator, 200
gal fresh and waste water, 20 gal hot water
heater, 40k BTU A/C and heat pump, 100k BTU
Webasto and bus A/C, 8 new shocks, flexible
suspension IFS, solid hickory and leather, A4
in motion satellite with Bose surround sound,
original 12v bus lights and 120v track lights
with dimmers, 3k watt inverter, 100amp and
50amp Vanner’s, new 10 group 31 batteries.
Read about this bus in the Jul and Aug 2013
issues in BCM.

$75,000
Text Wulf at (773) 858-3473 |
Or wulf@menatworkscs.com

www.BusConversions.com

Never a passenger bus. Detroit 6V71,
Jake Brakes - Aluminum Wheels, Allison
Automatic 6-speed. Kohler genset
12.5KW, Air suspension Leveling.
Webasto hot water, factory A/C and roof
A/C. Refrigerator, Freezer, Ice Maker,
Microwave, Electric stove/oven, Beautiful
oak kitchen, big pantry. Twin beds, Large
closet in bathroom. Two flat screen TV's
104k original miles, 100 gal fresh, 100 gal
gray, 140 gal fuel. All original records.
See more photos in our Classified Ad
section on our website..

$50,000 O.B.O
Call Debbie at (619) 445-4815
Or Email db.wallace@cox.net :
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FABULOUS 1990 LIBERTY
PREVOST BUS CONVERSION! 1970 GMC 4905 40ft 1993

Recent conversion. 8v71 Detroit. v730.
74,000 miles on rebuilt motor. Sam Caylor
supply conversion. New tires. 15KW 4 Cycle
Kubota generator. Freedom 2500 inverter.
50A hookup. Webasto diesel furnace. Body
needs TLC. Full size bed. Ceiling fan. Shower
120,000 miles, 3 Roof Air Condltlonlng Units, Built Porcelain toilet. Washer hookups, Central

on a factory-made bus conversion chassis, 8V-92 | vacuum. Walnut cabinets. Newmar electric
Detroit Diesel, Allison 5-Speed Automatic Trans- panel. All LED lights. Matching furniture .
mission, 40’'x 102" wide, 12KW diesel generator Elgx‘(/zzggaog’vzgd’jgsvgjélﬁethikﬁrs-pro

on slide-out, 225 gaIIon .fuel tank.’ Aluminum gages. Center console. Air suspension.
wheels, 10,000 Ib. capacity tow hitch, New brake | Ejactric wipers, 2 drivers fans, LED dash
pads and drums all the way around, New turbo lights, 2 fuel gages. Ramco mirrors. Brand
and air compressor on Detroit Diesel, Queen Bed, | new sinks, battery’s, power steering.

Spray foam insulation throughout entire coach,
$27,000 O.B.O.

New power steering unit, Silver-gray and blue
$69,900 | call John at (603) 327-6931

: Call Jeff at (512) 468-3850 johnjem84@gmail.com
i or email at jeff@planetearth-mail.com : i, Located in Brentwood, NH

radio-Cassette CB Radio, wired for cable TV, monitor panel, Norcold
2 way refrigerator, microwave, gas stove, oak interior, 4x8 slide out
storage tray, front bay new paint, mural of eagle on back, lights

in bays, stainless catch tank on engine to prevent dripping, entire
coach totally rewired new style headlights, new style turn signal &
parking lights, Rosen sun visors, electrically heated pressure tank
on water system, remote control mirrors.

2014 Rebuilt 6v92ta engine 1,000 miles, 2008 Rebuilt Automatic
transmission 4000 miles, Jake brakes, 8kw diesel generator,
2500 watt trace Inverter Raised Roof, 160 gal fresh water, 160
gal holding tank, holding tank washout, 2-12 gal propane tanks,
rebuilt radiator, misting system on radiator, high volume water
pump, power steering, telescoping tilt wheel, new dash, new
compressor, new headlights and driving lights engine heater,
blower by pass on engine, new steering box, 2011 new tires,

3000 miles Alcoa wheels, 6 house batteries, fully insulated walls, $50 000

2 roof air, 2 vented cat heater back up cameras wired for towing Call John

heavy duty hitch, 2 fantastic vents, Corian counter tops, flex steel i at(928) 242-1308 or email
furniture sleeps 6, rear bedroom w/queen bed, walk through Jmcfall@lceasp com

bath with Full size shower, color TV, VCR, 5 CD changer, Sony Located in La ke5|de AZ

www.BusConversions.com
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1970 EAGLE - A DREAM CUT SHORT

This bus was recently gone through and everything checked out and replaced if necessary to travel and live in full time
just before my husband passed away. So this bus is ready to go.

My husband is no longer with us and | must sell
this bus quickly. I will take asking price O.B.O.
Engine 8V71 rebuilt in 1996, Transmission
rebuilt by Haygood in 1996. Model 10 caps,
New: clutch pack, air compressor, brakes,
shocks, all brake chambers, all belts & hoses,
alternator and bracket, air dryer, converter,
charger, house and coach batteries, generator.
Electric driver’s seat, Auxiliary heat and air in
dash, New windshields, and backup camera

to be installed, Training Manuals (parts and
trouble shooting), Spare furnace, Oak cabinets,
Tires in good shape, and much more.

| $38,500 ,

. Call Marilyn at (469) 486-1045 or

: email: runningeagle@att.net :
Located in The Colony, TX

Standard Classifieds

GUARANTEED CLASSIFIED ADS! WANTED

Do you have a bus conversion, bus shell, tour bus, almost

finished bus, or any other kind of bus to sell? We can help GM PD4l1xx Series Buses
you sell your bus, bus supplies, and parts or services. Ad-

vertise for three months and at the end of that time, if your
item(s) have not sold, we will run your ad again for up to
three months for free in our Digital Edition.

Standard Classified Ads Up to 50 words with no photo
$35 for three months. Photo is an additional $10.

Sterling Classified Ads Regular (1/6 page) Up to 100
words and two photos $70 for three months.

Sterling Classified Ads Large (1/3 page) Up to 200 words
and three photos. $120 for three months.

Sterling Classified Ads Extra Large (1/2 page) Up to 300
words and four photos. $180 for three months.

Sterling Classified Ads are for Bus, Bus Parts or RV Lots only

and must be prepaid. There are no refunds for early with- . . . .
drawal. All ads and cancellations must be received by the | am putting together a list of surviving GM 41 series

15th, two months prior to publication. buses left in the world. Coaches are being tracked

by serial number and location, city and state. Any
As an ADDED bonus, when you place a Sterling Classified status: conversion, a seated bus or scrapped. To
Ad in our magazine, we will also place your ad on our web- date | can account for 450+ of 5065 PD 4104’s
site that gets over to 1 Million page views per month. Contact me to share your info and | will share mine

MOVE THAT BUS! with you.

Email your ad and photos to Gary@BusConversions.com.

Or mail your completed ad and photos to Bus Conversion

Magazine, Attn: Classified Ads, 661 E Main St # 200-3131, .

Midlothian TX 76065, Contact Jon Usle jusle@aol.com

You can also call us at (657) 221-0432. or (760) 272-4081.

www.BusConversions.com
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MOTOR HOMES ¢

FIETH WHEELS °
FTRALEERS *
.~ BUSES °

(7 14) 53492024
E-mail: info@rvpaint.com —*  Fax: (714) 534-2028
13731 HarborBlvd. ¢ Garden Grove * CA 92843

WWwWw.rvpaint.com



http://rvpaint.com

~a PREMIERE SERVICES NB BUND SPBTS
g e ZERO DAMAGE

(800) 918-8800
www.operationsaferoad.com

Real-time Surround View « Solve Rear Swing Out Problems = Back Up With Confidence

360 OMNI UE

RV SURROUND VIEW CAMERA SYSTEM

Commercial Grade Waterproof Cameras

XX

QEM Grade 180" View Cameras & ECU

Automatic Hi-Def Front Camera
A .I.._ 31T : o -;.-: .: _-- '-, :- .:.:-. T '.I-..' _i:_ . .'

Automatic 360° Surround View
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Digital Edition Bonus Content
Exclusively Available In The BCM
Digital Edition
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Team leader Steve (L) conferring with architect Terry (C) on details of the design.

At least four smaller crews working on various aspects of the project.
We used electric chop saws set up for working at waist height to cross-
cut most of the dimensional lumber to the needed lengths.

Framing in an opening for a window in the
76 foot long east wall.
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BuiLbiNGg wiTH HABITAT For HUuMANITY

The east wall being worked on. You can see most The east wall part way up.

of the 90 foot long foundation slab in this photo. i r mn
Author is on the left (photo by Linda). Yes, many hands make light work, but don’t let go!!!

The building site after erecting the east wall.
The photo clearly shows the foundation slab.
Partition walls are stacked to the left.

A few team members pose for a portrait as they hold the east wall
in position while other team members s ecure the bracing.

Once the interior partition walls are up the project looks more
complicated, but just like building a bus conversion,

you follow the plans and do it step-by-step.
You have plans for your bus conversion, right?

The west wall being braced. It was also 76 feet long and built as a
single unit before standing it up. This is a “shotgun” house, 14 feet
wide and 76 feet long not including the front porch.
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The author measuring for something on the rear wall
(photo by Linda).

This is how the roof trusses were delivered to the other site. We had
to un-band them and load them onto a flatbed truck one at a time.

An all-female crew running sheets of siding plywood through the
table saw. Two of the women in this group were singles.
HFH builds are not just for RVing couples.

Picking up the roof trusses from another building site.
(The house in the background is NOT an HFH home.)

Z
\c

e

A 4-person crew from Colorado joined us for a day.
Here they are securing trusses and bracing them with spacers.

Another all-female group painting the siding.
It was easier and more efficient to do this before it was installed as
that allowed smaller teams to work in parallel
without getting in each other’s way.




BRANSON 7 DAY EAGLE RALLY
October 5-11, 2016

BRANSON LAKESIDE RV PARK LAKE TANEYCOMO IN BRANSON, MO
300 S Boxcar Wilie Drive | Branson, Missouri 65616

The park is next Branson Landing which feauters a water show every evening,
one mile of shops including Belks department Store, Bass Pro Shops, several
restaurants, and several small shops - all within walking distance!

RALLY FEE S225 FOR TWO PEOPLE AND ONE COACH
INCLUDES FULL HOOK UP FOR 7 NIGHTS FOR THE FIRST 35 COACHES
NOTE: IF YOU WANT TO STAY LONGER, VISIT WWW.CITYOFBRANSON.ORG EOR MORE INFORMATION.

e

Home Phone: (417) 753-2285 Cell: (417) 840-9343 E mail:

—I_II—I—ITI—ITI—I—IIII
il EEEEEEEERENR || . N

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE AND MAIL TO:
BYRON PIGG
875 PEDELO RD
ROGERSVILLE, MISSOURI 65742

REGISTRATION DEADLINE AUGUST 30, 2016

NAME(S) PHONE

ADRESS E-MAIL

CITY STATE ZIP
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44 BCM BUS CONVERSION MAGAZINE February 2016

IBP Industries Products

XL, XLII, H3
PREVOST Headlight, Taillight & Marker Lights

Headlight Conversion Kits Taillight L.E.D. Conversion Kits Taillight L.E.D. Conversion Kits
Incandescent LeMirage XL, H3 XL, XLII

M3-00896 Lamp Conversion Assy - Red LED, XLII
(Replaces Bosch Lamp) Polished
LED Tal"lght Conversion Set, M3-00230 Amber Led Conversion, XLII
(Replaces Bosch Lamp) Polished
M3-00312 Clear Led Conversion, XLII
(Replaces Bosch Lamp) Polished

C43-0093S Prevost Dual Rectangular M3-01024
Headlight Conversion Brushed Early H3 Prevost w/Formed Bezel

M3-00982 Red Lamp Assembly, H3
M3-00996 Back Up Lamp Assembly, H3
C43-0093PS  Prevost Dual Rectangular M3-01016 Amber Lamp Assembly, H3

Headlight Conversion Polished M3-00978  Wiring Haress, H3
M3-00979 Wiring Harness, H3

Marker Lights L.E.D. XL, XLII

99-5555PS Taillight Housing Set Polished, XL
99-5556PS Taillight Housing R/S Polished, XL
99-5557PS Taillight Housing L/S Polished, XL
43-0287-88PS  Taillight Cover Set w/4” Reflector
43-0444-45PS  Taillight Cover Set w/7” Reflector
IBP-PRV-TRM-121 Taillight Trim Set

93-0323 LED Seal M3-00306  Tailight Cover Set wiHella Lights
93-0332 LED Seal M3-00907 Tailight Trim Set wiHelia Lights & Fog Light
93-0334 LED Roof Marker Light Red
93-0337 LED Roof Marker Light Amber
93-0340 LED Marker Light Red 12V
93-0340-24V  LED Marker Light Red 24V M3-00887
93-0341 LED Marker Light Amber 12V
93-0341-24V  LED Marker Light Amber 24V
93-0346 Pigtail
78230 Lamp Assy - Amber Oval. LED
78232 Lamp Assy - Clear Oval. LED
78233 Lamp Assy - Red Oval. LED

1A-S-2000A  LED Marker Light Amber 12V (10 Diode) M3-00927 LED Insert for Prevost, 7 Stack, XL
1A-S-2000R  LED Marker Light Red 12V (10 Diode) M3-00932 Wiring Hamess for 7 Stack Conversion, XL 80802BP Grommet - Oval

IBP Industries, Inc. 8004685287

* All listed parts are manufactured by IBP Industries to OEM specifications.

www.BusConversions.com
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IBP Industries Products

SIRIUS LIGHTING

Head Lights

NS-198F Lamp - Fog, Clear Glass Lens (H3 12V 55W) NS-2265 Headlamp - High/Low Beam, 7" LED w/ NS-4302H Headlamp - High Beam 90mm
Indicator Lamp

NS-22038 Headlamp - Hi Beam (9005/HB3 - 65W/12V)

NS-23028 Tail Light - Curved Banana Light, 12V LED

NS-4302L Headlamp - Low Beam 90mm

NS-2203HL  Headlamp - Low Beam (9005/HB3 - 65W/12V)

NS-2303S Lamp Assy - Curved, Red (Double Contact)

NS-4307H Headlamp - High Beam 90mm, LED

NS-2409S Lamp Assy - Curved, Red (Single Contact)

NS-2210S

NS-4307L Headlamp - Low Beam w/Position Lamp
90mm, LED

NS-2603S Lamp Assy - Curved, Clear

NS-2240H Headlamp - High Beam, 165mm w/LED
Position Lamp

NS-2240L Headlamp - Low Beam, 165mm wiLED
Position Lamp

NS-2243 Headlamp - High/Low Beam, 7" LED

IBP Industries, Inc. 8004685287

* All listed parts are manufactured by IBP Industries to OEM specifications.

www.BusConversions.com
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Part 2 of a 12 part series of

This special is about the Eagle, JElUSELLERUTLE L CIE

We are grateful to our friends at BUS WORLD for their
desire to put together a special issue devoted to the
past, present, and future of Eagle International and the
American Eagle coach. Mr. Ed Stauss, Editor and
Publisher, has asked me to make a few introductory
remarks and, accordingly, I'd like to talk about four
things: the product itself; the people behind the product;
our customers; and the future of Eagle.

The product itself, as you'll discover in the ensuing
pages, represents a refinement process of
approximately twenty-five years. In the beginning, the
Eagle coach was totally European in concept and
product. Today, it is thoroughly Americanized and
represents, in our view, the best of American
engineering and the best of American componentry.
With the development and production of the Eagle
Model 10 during the last three years, the product has
been advanced with four things in mind: (1) fuel
efficiency; (2) durability; (3) maintainability; and (4)
passenger appeal. For example, during the last three
years, the aerodynamics of the coach have been
painstakingly wind-tunnel tested for a maximum
improvement in drag coefficiency. Rockford fan clutches
have been added, axle ratios and transmissions have
been computer-matched for maximum fuel efficiency,
and 800 pounds of non-essential weight have been
eliminated.

All of these improvements have been the initiative of
Mr. Frank Hines, President of Eagle International, and
his staff. During this period of time, Hines, a relative
newcomer to the bus industry, has listened to the
suggestions of literally hundreds of bus operators
around the country in order to build the type of product
the marketplace wants. Hines has also added more than
a dozen key engineering, production, and management
people to his staff during the past eighteen months,
including men from Grumman, G.M., T.M.C., Peterbilt
Truck, and Piper Aircraft. Two of the biggest benefits of
these additions have been a greatly expanded field
service organization and an enhanced replacement parts
capability.

1982 Bus World magazine

Of considerable significance, New Trails formed a
wholly-owned marketing entity in 1980, American
Coach Sales, to take the Model 10 story to the
independents in the marketplace. New Trails hired Mr.
Frank Zarider out of the Hausman organization to be
president of American Coach Sales and to put together
the sales organization to take Model 10 demonstrators
to the marketplace. The marketplace has responded
favorably to the product, some might even say very
favorably. In 1979 Eagle sold 49 buses to
independents. In 1981, Eagle sold 345 buses to
independents, and in 1982, 470 production slots have
been earmarked for independents, of which 432 have
been committed to as of this writing.

The breadth of our customer base has been
particularly gratitying this past year. The 345 deliveries
to the independents represented 161 different
customers, including line-haul operators, charter
operators, tour operators, a transit district, two hotels,
several colleges, the U.S. Government, chuiches,
several custom conversion sheils, a number of country-
western singers, and a rock-and-roll group. Our largest
single customer purchased twenty buses; most of our
customers purchase one, two, or three buses.

We think the future of Eagle is extremely bright.
Product refinement will continue through 1982 and
1983 as we listen to your suggestions. The strong
demand for the Model 10 has necessitated the
acquisition of a second assembly plant located in
Harlingen, Texas. This plant will concentrate on
production of approximately 200 Trailways buses per
year and the production of our new Model 10 Suburban.
The Model 10 Suburban — a single-rear-axle version of
the Model 10 — is lighter than the RTS-IV transit coach
and will be marketed primarily to airport and suburban
commute operators. The second plant will give New
Trails nearly a half-a-million square feet of manufacturing
space and productive capacity of about 1,500 coaches
annually.

I personally am excited about this special issue of
BUS WORLD and hope that you will find it an interesting
and informative history of Eagle.

Steve Griffith
Executive Vice President
New Trails, Inc.
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Reproduced copies of the entire issue

. . . with all of the series in it are available

An Eagle is something special. oINPT
The Model 10 was created for the format by contacting the Publisher

. at Gary@BusConversions.com or by

80s with many value-added calling the office at (657) 221-0432.

features.
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Blast From The Past i

Mearly ol converiad eoach ownerg are
aware that their vehicles are equipped
with air brakes, bat how muoch do most of
us really know aboul thesa braking
sysiems? This amicle will introdoce you
i the worldof the airbraks. Whike wawill
be discussing the brakes on boses
specifically, ihe principle bolds tue for
other vehacles equipped with this system.

The busics of braking wiih air

A constant sounce of compressed abr is
an absolisic miust for operational air brkes.
This airis supplicd by a compeessor thatis
driven (usually directly coupled 10 an
accessory drive port st the rear end onone
of the engine camshafts, bul sometimes
beli-driven) by the bus engine, Mormally,
the s compressor is liquid-cooled with
engine coolant, and is pressune-lubricated
by the engine's oll system. Since the
compressoroperales whenever the engine
isrunning, some means of controlling the
airpeessure js needed; this, the compressor
intake valvesare beld open viaainpressure
that is applied to a control port on the
compressor know as an “air govermnoe.”
This air governar monitoers the pressure in

one of the sir gorage tanks, When the sir
peessure reaches the preset level (usually
100 1o 120 pst), air pressure is supplied o
this control port, the compressor siops
pumping, and the air pressiere in the syszem
ceases o rige. Later, when the air pressure
in the wnk drops sbowt 20 psi, the sir
governor releates the pressure on the
control port, and the compressor pumps
once again. This air governor, by the way,
13 the most common cause of “runaway™
air pressure problems, In most cases, the
govemnior is boltad right to the: back of the
compressar with teo 5/ 16-inch diameter
cip srews, and the compeessor will have
asingle 1/4-inchor #4 ling connecied o it.

Vizunlize an air brake syziem s “master
cylinder,” which iscalled a “wendle valve,™
as an air pressure repulabos. Instead of
adjusting & knob o regulate the wr
pressure, you cootrl the pressure by
pressing the pedal (treadie) with your
ool The farther you depress the pedal,
the greater the air pressure that ks sapplied
Loy thee: beakies.

Az you apply the brakes, air is sent 1o
each wheel via pcopper tube (nylon on the
mewesi vehicles). These wheels are

AIR BRAKES

equipped with “brake chambers,” which
ar: metal canisters that are Nlanged and
sphit in the maddle. When the two halves
of the chambers amre joined, a reinforced
rubberdisphragm id placed betaeen them,
and Lhen the assembly i secured using &
gpeciad metal band clamp, Inside, this
dinphrgm has an opening on one side for
the incoming air line, and on the atherside
il has a metal rod with 8 smooth, fat,
metal plate welded to one end, The
disphmgm presses against this plate when
airis applied o ihe oppasie end of il The
rod, in tum, is sttached 1o 8 bever (slack
adjuster) that has o roand splined hole in
one end. This splined hole is- actually
locaied in a gear thai can be iumed by a
wiNTH arrangement in ofder e adjus he
position of the splincs in relation w the
kever, By toming this worm screw, which
is fitted with a locking device, you can
ellectively adjust the brakes,

Al the other end of the splined shali
that goes into the slack adjuster is &
doublad-ended cam that is shaped like the
fetier 5,7 Rollers are attached 1o one end

of each brake shoe nding o
the cam: the other ends um

February 1993- 15
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the shoes are fumished with bushings and
ame mowntsd on @ shalt that is sttached w0
the “brake spider™ {in a car or light truck,
this would be the brake backing plase).
Bocause of the way in which he shoes
peeas againg the brnke drsmg, these ane
known an™'S cam brakes ™ They are by far
the mast popular type of brakes vsed in
buases,

Inoeder o aliow the brukes wo disengage
quickly when the treadle is released, cach
azle is equipped with a “guick-release
vilwe,” which kas a very lightly spring-
lomided rsbber sealed disk in it This disk
hmpﬂiﬂqﬂ:ﬁ;my that it seals and
allows the passage of air o the beake
chesmibers, bin wheen the incoming peressure
diminishes, the valve opens and allows
the air in the brake chambers o be
exhausted gudekly 1o the simasphers, On
pewer boses, this valve is incorpomsed
inbo what iz kmown a5 a “relay valve™ [
besist this i orue on the drive axle), Further

weight (such as you wouald wse on other
clszis fittings).

Adjustment

This is the most imporant e in
mainiaining optimal baking acticn. Broke
adjustment should be chockood ot leat
every 5,000 miles, or more Crequendly i
youi detect a koss of brkeng poweer, Should
you find that ane particular wheel
frequently needs adjustment, this sasually
i sign of & defective slack adyester, or of
an adjusier that i nod locking afier
adjsiment. Other ihan loss of bmking
power, o sure sign thal your brkes need
adjustment is s longer than normal deluy
betweenthe timea the brake pestal isapplied
and e lime when braking action beging,

‘The actual adjusimeant i simple and is
well within the scope of the backyard
mechanic, To sccomplish this wsk, you
will meed the Following:

1. A way 0 get under the bus, just
imgithe the whecls. A large shest of
cardboard kaid on the Noor neuslly will be
jisst dandy,

2. A 9l 6inch or 3/4-inch box wrench
{depemding oo the vinnge and make of ihe
slack adjusters)and a small hammer. Sell-
racheting box wrenches and a brass

5 3

3. Alr pressure in the bt air sysiem

Although bus air brake
systems require little in
the way of special main-
tenance, that which IS
required Is of almost
crucial importance.

discussion regarding the relay valve and
its purposes comes lnter in thes article.
Although the shove description of the
operalion of air bruke sysiemas i admiedly
an oversimplifcation, i should provide o
general idea of how the syniem works.

Care nnd leeding of (he system

Alghouwph bus air broke systems regoire
liitle in thse wary of special maingenance,
that which [5 requined isof Mmos crocial
importance. A detailed look st gome of the
mosl common mainbenance pinks
folbovwrs,

pumped up bo the maxamam, (As 3 salety
precaution, | genernlly connect the bus to
my shop air Compressor, 50708 10 avoid
funning the enging within the confines of
Y garuge. )

4. A belper o depress the brake pedal
while you make the adjusiment checks,

5. Wheel chocks to keep the bus from
mﬂmgwhhym:ﬂjuudtmlhﬂﬂ.

With air pressisne up, criwl unbl:
front of the bus. As you cheerve
adjisicr, note the ravel of the cod ﬂ::llii
attached 10 the brake chamber push rod s
your pssisiang applies normal pressure 10
the brake pedal, This eravel should b an
the order of ooe inch. MNow, placs yoie
hand on the brake drum in such s position
that allows you 1o detect movement of the
brake shoe in relation w the drem. Have
your helper make another brake
applicapnon and rebeass the pedal. The
iden here is 10 sljos the brakes o the
paent a which the shocs aré just barely
away from the dram when the brakes are
i the releaied pontion, The exact trmvel
of the shack adjuster will depend upon the
make snd model ol the bas and opon the
wear o which the indivichaal components
of your particular coach have been
subjecied,

Ta make the pdjustment, place the
wrenchonihe slack-ad juster s ad justment

Lubrication

ALL beaning points on o bus chasig
are cqulppﬂ.l with Ereass ﬁumg: the
brakes ae no exceplhnn. These finings
rsed aclention at leastevery L0000 miles,
or ohce & year, whichever comes Nirst.
Many coaches have a filting on the brake
shog anchor pins, and oll cosches have
one or mome finings on the camshafl.
Additionally, there is a Nising on cach
slack afjusier, and on ihe treadle valve
actiiod arm andior brake pedal pivol
posnt. Lubsricate the-anchor pins-sparingly,
50 38 1o prevent cxceis grease from
rml.:l'l.iriglhq brake Li.njnpm' driamg, amd,
likewise, emercise caution when greasing
the camshalts. Grease the slack adjusters
liberally, Grease fintings are found near
the mounting fange on gome types of rear
brakechambers: these fitings should also
get a small shot of grease. Use & good
grade of water-resisian
chasgiz grease with a

holt, and mpthe wiench with ithe hammer
50 510 depeess the spring-loaded locking
collar, Then, whils 1o apply
pressure on the wrench with yoor other
mmuﬁummmmupm
mlﬂlmlﬂ-’ e

Afler you have compleied the
adjustiment of the front brakes, pump op
the air pressure once again, and release
the parking brukes i your coach has the
mir-fype parking brake. At the rear of the
eoach, repeat the above: procedure, then
douhie-check the sdjumment bolt bocks o
make certain that they have pone back
intoplace. [Fehe bolt locks are gommed up
veth ol prense, it may be necessany o pry
them back into place with a screwdriver,
uging the lip on the ouide of the locking
colbar for this purpose. En scane cases, it
will be necessary 1o fum the sdjustment
balt very slighily so thnt the Incks fnll
back into place,

Some laie vintoge
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{mid 19708) mary be equipped with optional
automatic slack adjesters. If your bas
includes these devices, periodsc atlention
will stéll be required. and o close manual
adjustment will greatly emhance braking.
Adjusting automatic slack adjusiers
mormal by requines a | Jmem wrench, although
gome have a 172-mch square adjustment.
The bt on those with the squane adjuster
will wm easily in one direction (tighten)
and mod im the otber. Do not foree the balt in
the backward direction without removing
the rachet spring and pin that are beld in
place by a amall hea-headed plug located
about an inch or 4o down the adjuster boli
housing. The 12-mmetype slack adjoster
has po conventional lock For the adjusting
baolr, aed it will urn easily whee i {5 being
tightened, bat ot o easily when it is being
lospsener.

Many older coaches
are equipped with
brakes that fall short
of modern braking
standards by a
substantial margin.

After you have completed the brake
adjustment proceshire, a road test {5 in oeder
todelermine what you accomplished. I the
coach pulls i one xide when the brakes pre
applied, check the equality of the braking
action of ithe front brakes, adjusting the
brakes untill the fwo ane equal.

Better hrakes for older coaches

Many older buses are equipped with
brakes that fall shon of modemn braking
standards by a substantial margin. In fsct,
these brakes will s slide the rear wheels
on dry pavement, even under a maximunm-
effort-sop. Several things can be done o
Emprove s situation, none of which cosis
o bandis of momesy.

Farsr, adjusl the brakes as indicated
ahove. Mow, they should work s well as
they were desapned o, assuming that all

componends are i pood woeking order.
After performing this adjusiment on my
cwm enach and meeting with only moderate
improvement, 1 started researching, My
rear brake drums measure 16-102 by 7
inches, o size similar 1o those found on
il moderm coaches witheeelkent brakies.
The Model 10 Engle, for example, has 16-
1/2-by-8-inch brakes an the drive axle, znd
M coaches are equipped with only 16-
nch dizmeter brakes, Afier [ determined
that all of the ewteniial parts were there, |
checked further, and | determined that my
rear brake chambers were of the J0-squsare-
mich type, the same a5 those uwsed oh cumment
model buses and on many trocks. The
center-jo-cenier dimensions on the slack
adjusters i 5 inches, bowever, while most
buses now are in the 7- 1o &-inch extegory.
To wse bonger slack adpsiers. the brake
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chamber miusst be reposibioned and
tapered shims installed to provide the
correct push rod angle. ol wanting 1o
leap night into this procedure (which
would decreme my ground clesmnce
and, therefore, subjeci the brake
chambers to possible damage), 1
investigaled soime aliernatives. Fisst, |
coialdd imstall softer, more aggressive
brake linings. When you bay linings,
“cheaper is betier,” as the cheaper
linings are softer. Sofier linings will
miit st s lomng as will hardier premiem
linings, but the softer Hnings will
provides superisi friction.

Since my brakes wene nearly new, |
continued my investigation. 1 space
permits, larger dismeter rear broks

chambers could
installed, such as 36

ONE FOR
THE ROAD

Frank Allen of Lexingion, Morth Carolina sends this:pote

“Thought there

might be some kivbenest i this bus. 18's a 1948 Intemational we spotted on a car
bod im Blscksbung, Y A [twas a schood bus. 1 i beantiful ingide with all kinds of

thinﬂ'l. and has all wood walls, etc.

“Weare skill working away on oar $106, alway's one more thing to do. Love

the magazine!™
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~inch unds. Howewe T, I
sl okl
b the meaallpdion of & relay vl
I_'qh"q'[lI_-I.IH_IILJELl.Il'ula-\. W w."HIII'I!.l!I|II|'.-|.'='_r'=l.'
R-6 valve. This valve replaces ihe roar
QuiCcK-Teionse valve, pnd - using the lime
from the resdle valve o provede & <ignal
ondy = ot s sar Droam Lhes maan aer tnk
located mearby provides
pressare (o the brakes, As the B-6 lenures
a buaili-in ihe
i enlinenon of Sech s valve ol roguined

Mount tse B85 valve securcly (o the
arca whese the old quack-redease valve
wis pilsched. pnd connect the hoses ot
man i ihe resr broke chambers i the “'del™
poris, plugging the Iwo unused ongs
Connect the ®mup” port o the “dry
tank wsing large nylon air brake ling that
hos an oolsdde daemweter of of least W

even $lsgumre
single mudsl gt mmod
L vy

Hred |,;:||:L=:.

guick-relepse valve,

A
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inches, Coonec1 the old

treadie valve o the purt o
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o the weadle valve

ahandon the ald linc ."
coach 18 equippad w ||
(this reflers 10 spring-2
emergency brakes such &

oFf DD brake chiarmibers),

Whilke youw afe wanking under Lhi
5 Sbel, LK
llme

i

emcnrelubly

and miaving e Brake o

e 10 exgiming thein

|,,I..:|.'L|II_|: o wear, 'W

mar bruke lin
wilh 3/t houtside domet

replacing the lunes, posatn

t0 thal they do nol imake ¢
nnofher
b b

could mub agams
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or with onyihing ¢ls:
i
neceEsary 1o replace thess hos

crall ihes wn
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All readers are invited to submit
their favorite humorous, offbeat
or engaging photos for possible
inclusion in this magazine. If we
use your photo you will receive
a one year Online subscription
to Bus Conversions Magazine,

absolutely FREE. Send photosto:Bus
Conversion Magazine, C/O "One For
The Road" 9852 Katella Ave STE 361,
Anaheim, CA 92804 or email them
to Gary@BusConversions.com. Be
sure to include your name, address,
and phone number with photos.
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o MMoikhews,
baake AP I T v
apyplscation pire
dclivening
muxx i, sired eoded @ greal im provensent

The bk =ays that the 4106 valve

livers froam 510 75 pounds on depressing
the poddal 3 so 20 degrecs, and beyond thal
gves full mnk pressare, B this may nol
always be the cime. The old valve i the
type: the new one 1S

mnprove braking on

o Tepiace 1the Bmke
Fllz4d, roplaced his
abve, wihisch hodd limited
seure 10 T The, with one

foll meserviir pressare ol

“rogulated”
AT ':,'!.ll.l!:'l:"
There i alowid g | 00% 16crease o

brking puiece misl miach iR o s
COMaLD, = Feguirng
minch peedin] depressaon and prosture? Jus
like all-new brukes! The new biaks valve

past number s 2424041

oaky aboul NG &S

Ttmse of cautious bent might get Ui
broies tested with o pressane gauge o
wendy the asinal appm I'....I'.II1|T\'-:-HIFI.'|:|'..'I:IH
deliversd o |‘| cumis before Eeung Ehe
villve nepaired of e |||.1._,_,j_ il 1 o g
meoach with S0l brakes, vl may psyy b pal
pressuge on the persisiend problem

Spring:ype parkingemergency brokes
Thie benelin of imsialling these mpecinl
broke cha e beaen Dl o
the drive pxbes of all new imercity boses
pnce (e wdd-"50s,
cannol be overstaiod. 11 18 possibie o
arisinll these yoursell om most
comsches ol mendmuen cost, and in oaly &
Tk EYeE fee in enaral use

mlsers, whisl

00 & mosr coach

chimbers

T hours

the “DDE” type, made by Bendix
A T !:"'|..| g, pnd ihe "Anchorbock.”
wraikgh 15 By Lo the shmpl
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simplicity of this lstier system also makes
it mare dependabla, in my opinon, and it
5 muach less prone 1o a “won't release™
siluation incoaches thal are nol in constant
wie. Here's a briel rundown of the
ansiallaion of Anchorlock anils,

Construction

The Anchorock brake chamber is
cossructed of high-stremgth die-cast
pluminem alloy, and it Jooks like a
conventional brake chambser with another
brake chamber geafied onto the back af it
The Eroat halff of this brake chamber (ihe
part wills ihe mod connected 1o the sack
adpasicr that protrodes rom it} contains a
conventiona! brake disphragm and push
rod but has & plunger sticking into it from
the "pigzyback™ sacpon, This plonger will
anpdy pressure o the hack of the dinphrogm
nd, therefore, 1o the pash rod, if there is
not sufficient air pressare on the rear
disphragm (the one in the piggyback

chambers costs abowt $80. Toinsull them,
have a helper siep on the brake pedal, and
when the push rod {5 extended from the
brake chumber, clump a pair of vice-gnp
pliers around the peih od 10 prevent o
froen beimg drusen back indo the chamber
when the brakes are released. Alter you
have accomplished this, have your helper
release the brakes. Remove the band that
halds the sectbons of the brike chamber
iogether, Remove the section with the
T antmched to it and discard it Examine
the mibher diapheagme 15 s notin perfiect
condition, replace it with & new ohie. Y ou
will also want (o replace the elamping
hand and the bolis that bold it with new
paris, which you can purchase where you
buy the brake chambers. Be conmin 1o

purchase the special extra-desp nuts 1o i
the clamp bolis, as these nuis are muoch

e bo instal].
Following the instruetions embossed
an e umit of the prnted inttrictions that

sectipn). The pressire necessary for this
aperation &5 desived from a spring with
2,200 pounds pressure, This remendous
speing pressure is held in check by air
pressine that is applicd w6 the near port of
the Anchorlock brake chambee, Wpressure
i loss, the brakees ane applicd by the spring
= iherefore, the (erm “speing brake,”
Since removal or installation of the
diaphragms in £ach an sssembly coald be
dangercus ard maybe even impossible, a
gpecial T -headed bolt Ingen asa*'spring
cagiig bolt”™ is supplied with ench wnit.
Thisboltis permanently siored ina pocket
ik was cast inko Lhe unit for [his puspose.
Coatrol of this system isthe epicome of
simplicity. A control valve on the dash is
of the palm button wpe, and it is spring-
loadad 1o the “out™ of brakes-applied
dumped oul the quick-release valve. In
case of broke system air loss, the bution
will “pop™ out, and the beakes will be

applicd.

After taking the usual
safely precautions -

such as blocking the

body ofthe coach...and
chocking the wheels...

Installation is loswiss uncomplicated
on most coachies. Alier waking the usual
safety preciutions - fuch a5 blocking the
body of the coach in ihe ease of air
suspension coaches, and chocking the
wheels - back olT (logsen) the adjusiment
on the drive axle brakes. If your present
brake chambers dre in pood sinactural
condition, [ would sugges: thal you uss
“piggyback” brake chambers. The
"plggyback”™ model atsches 1o your
exigting brake chamber base and uses tha
exigting brake push rod Model 330PB

fits nearly all popula
m.ﬁmrﬁ:ﬂmm

are included with the Anchorlooks
carciully “cage the spang™ in cach Dmit.
Lubnicate the threads on the special bolt
and nt with STF or o simalar materal
before beginning the inssallsthon. The
caging operation s complete when the
plimgeringide tho open end of the chamber
rests flush in its recess in the housing.
MNow, inual] the Anchordock chamber,
brake diaphragm, and clamp ring on the
old brake chamber base. In mest cases. it
will be necessary 1o squecke the ends of
the clamp nng opether umang large waser
puarp pliers im onder o get the clamp bolts.
staried, especially with a pew duaphrigm
i place. As you sqoceze this clamp ring
together, dap LIGHTLY around jis
perimetsr with a sofi-faced hammer, then
feel the clamp 1o make sire that it fits
properly (evenly) al all points, This is
very lmportant, os it is possfble that the
sheet siced of the existing brake chamber
i oot seated in the groove of the clamp

ring. As you aliemadely fighten the clamp
bolis, comfinue bo tap lightly around the
ring, making certain (hal il seals propery.

Onsome coaches, such as the PD-4 104
and FD-4 106, it will be pecessary 10 mise
the body of the bus enough (o clear the
IFH'.iH-!_ ug:irlu; bali while :ml.a"il'lg Lhe
Hrake chambers, Afier mounting bath
brake chambers in the manner described
ahove, wilh the fapped uir hose loles
armed woward the centerling of the coach,
remove the vice-grip pliers (fom the push
rods, allowing the rods o rerrsct imo the
beake chamber, Note that The rods will be
pashed back out as the spring cage boltis
repnoved. After the chamber 1% in place,
remave the spring cage boli, and secure it
in the storsge bole from which it was
remowed. Mow, connect the hoses that
wre rermwrved from the old brake chambers
1o ihe tapped air hose hole nearest the base

of the old brake chambe
{msually locabed towand
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' rear of the bag). Thesi hobas sre tapped 1
= #=pnch NFT, and yvou will probably wani

;?I' 0 il a 45-degme brass stnoct olbow
1 here i posidebe best angle for the brake
'rq hinss,

o Mow, mouni anew quick-release valve
= near the existing one (aboul ®x o cighd
] tnches below (S penemily sswelactory),
A5 allpwang for casy rovlng of lmes, Make
] =

up mew birake hoses for e release porsin
arder 10 coanect them o this new quick-
release valve. Nextinsiailthezo pow hoses,
inking care ioachieve nsatisfncoory anghe.
Make sore that the hoses are long enough
toallow For vestbcal axbe teavel buil are naod
overly long. As outlined above, mum o
nylonair brake line witha 3 #-inch ouiside
dizmeser 1o the bation valve, which will

be installed neal 1o ihe driver's scal
Alter these conneclions have been
masde, pump up ithe gir pressure and chieck
for beaks Mext, depress iha bullon 1o
release the Anchorlock brakes. The button
should siay down, If it does not, make
cortain that alr predsure 5 in cxoess of &0
pai. I the pressuns is adegisae, snd the
proper connections hove been made on
the valve, the button will sty dovmn onless
you scimally pall fi up. Once you're
satisfied that thiz is working comectly,
e jucst the rear brakees in the conventional
manner, (Mated the Anchorbocks miest be
released o do this ) Mow pall oot on the
2k buiton vabve, A iy lowd “whoosh™ of
wir should be relensed ol ibe mear of (he
coach as ihe spring brakes come on. 1
instend, you hear the sound of substantinl
air excaping from the valve issell, check
fior a stk quick-mlease valve. This can
usually be clearcd by mnsening o blem
abject, mich a5 the eraser ond ol o pencil,
o the exhausi pon of ibe quick-rolease
: vdv!.m]-ﬁﬂ'mhgtlm rubber valveirside

up, releasing it.

Theprocedure for insialling o complee
303 Anchorlock umit &= similar o thp
degoribed ahove, excepd the old brake
chamber i remdned entirely, amd the new
s ane & installad in i oce: The mounting -
bolt spacing and diameter are SAE
sandard, and instructions packed with
the writs will describe the procédune for
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<+ AIR BRAKES, c.

cullng ihe new peish ods W0 the cormece
fengih for your pantculsr b

This comphetes the inszallatsesn of your
very own “spring bmkes.” an impontant
safedy sakcdibionm fo any coach, Al thds me,
you mught want 1o nd yoorself of the old
bunrsd - hernke bever, and perhags moee of the
old. aow onosed pans. The levers

theemselvas afe fasiened in plocs wilk leao
bl o, whilehcan exsaly be removed theough
the access diooy just under the dinver's area
on most coaches,

L— -
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Post by: brianzero
Hi All,
I just received my air bag plating kit, but the air line reroute in-
stallation has me a little confused. The new air line is supposed
to 'T" into one of the air lines that supply the leveling valves?
I'm not sure which of the lines is which. In my image I labeled
A,B,C and D. Can somebody tell me which line I'm supposed
to 'T" into?

Bonus question:

Alternately, why can't you just delete those leveling valves?
Since the bus load is static (unchanging) wouldn't it be easier to
remove these and simplify the system?

Post by: Oonrahnjay

You would have to measure and set your body/axle levels every
day or at least every day you drove the bus. And then if you have
a minor leak or even a change in volume/pressure due to tem-
perature or something, then it would need setting again. You
*could* delete them but you'd be left with a bus that would take
lots of fussy maintenance and might even let you down (literal-
ly) at the worst possible time.

Post by: brianzero
OK, so that wasn't a good idea. Just forget I ever asked that ques-
tion...
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Post by: Oonrahnjay
I think it was a good question. My airbags are made out of steel
so I'm not the one most involved with an air suspension system
but I've been looking at the systems and possibilities for upgrade
myself so I hope I'm catching on to a few things. And if someone
doesn't ask, how will they learn? And maybe someone will have
some ideas or tips for you.

Post by: Jriddle

You can remove the leveling valves. You would need to install a
manual leveling system to be able to read the pressure at each
rear bag and one for the front air bags. I put a system on my
MC-9 for campsite leveling and it works well. I removed the
troublesome automatic valves and have never had any troubles
with ride as the coach is always loaded the same.

Post by: Iceni John
Bruce, are you thinking of adding air helper springs? I'm think-
ing of doing this to correct a lean. PM me if you have any ideas
how best to do this; I have some ideas but I want to see if anyone
else has done this.

Post by: eagle19952

but ... you can't compensate for the road...

Post by: Scott Bennett
Oonrahn, I thought there was a large consensus here that the
leveling valves are the biggest leak source and removing them
and replacing with manual valves and dash gauges was an im-
provement. Set the regulators at 85 psi and call it a day.

Post by: Tom Y
Scott, Not 85psi. Adjust regulator to get the right ride height,

www.BusConversions.com
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there should be a spec in the book. I do not have gauges on mine
but will, and also need to move regulators to driver’s seat. I want
to be able to add some air for parking.

Post by: bevans6

I think if you stop calling them leveling valves and call them ride
height valves, you get a better picture of what they do. Leveling
is only a side effect of what they do, which is control the suspen-
sion height of the bus under varying load conditions. A passen-
ger bus can vary its total weight by 6 or 8 thousand pounds in
a few minutes, if it drops off a full passenger load at a terminal
for example. The valves let the bus automatically adjust to these
loads in a quick (not fast) manner, since they have a delay built
into them so that they don't react to road bumps, turns, etc. In
my view, since the load of my bus changes only slightly and sel-
dom (taking on a tank of fuel that weighs say 800 lbs., same with
water, although I tend to load fresh water at the same time as I
dump roughly the same amount of black/grey water) eliminat-
ing the ride height valves and going manual is not an odd thing
to contemplate. It takes relatively little pressure to obtain the
desired ride height, so a set of regulators and a gauge (or even
tape measure) could set you up just fine. Retaining the single
control for both front sides along with independent control of
the rear axle sides would keep the three legged stool effect and
eliminate racking of the chassis under different road conditions,
and you can then use the air bags to level the bus at a camp site,
by manually adding or removing air from the high end or low
corner. This has been done many times.

To answer the “which air line” question, you connect the air
plates to the output of the ride height valve, which is the line
now connected to the air beam that the original air springs are
fastened to.
Post by: Oonrahnjay

Yes, yes, yes! That's a good way to go -- and I suppose that I
should have mentioned it. (It's what I'm going to do on my bus.)
But Brian was mentioning just removing them with no other
mods. Having gauges also will tell you if your system is tight; if
you have to "bleed in" extra air more than occasionally, you're
aware that you have a leak or at least some situation where
you're losing air.

And Tom makes a good point about the use of manually con-
trolled air systems (with gauges for info/control) for parking
leveling.

www.BusConversions.com
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Post by: gg04
Four pressure gauges, four air seat valves. Just know what your
ride height should be (height from bump stop) and set your air
pressure. Only been done a few hundred times.

Post by: bobofthenorth

Or just maintain the original leveling valves which have worked
for years on hundreds of thousands of coaches around the world.
And have the advantage of reacting to changing loads as well as
crosswind loads. You don’t need to reinvent the wheel guys.

Post by: Scott Bennett
Speaking of crosswinds, man did I have the ride of my life driv-
ing our coach from Indiana to Michigan last week with nearly
45 mph winds on US 31. The entire two lane road became my

one lane.
Post by: Jriddle

There are a lot of viewpoints and that is what makes this board
good.I agree with Bob that properly maintained automat-
ic RIDE height valves work very well and serve a purpose on
thousands of vehicles across the world. In my situation I was
installing the camp site LEVELING system and didn’t want to
have to MAINTAIN the automatic valves anymore. I was fight-
ing air leaks and the auto valves were continuity exhausting air
when people moved around the coach or if the wind was blow-
ing. I agree with Brian on making one gauge and manual valve
for the front to help reduce chance of stress on the body if the
Ride Height is out of whack side to side front to back. I think
Scott may enjoy his ride at 85 PSI. I don’t think he meant to say
all should adjust to this pressure setting. I find my settings are
different on the front than on the back two gauges. Each person
needs to make their own choice on what to do and that is what
makes this board great. All can post their thoughts and beliefs
and the rest can make a choice based on the others posts.

Discussions like this take place on a daily
basis in the Bus Conversion Magazine Online
Discussion Forum. To read them go to:

www.BusConversions.com/bbs

Anyone can read the main discussion board.
But to get the most out of it you need to join
by clicking the “register” link above the login
box in the upper left section of the Forum

page.

Registration is free and once registered

you will be able to view all the available
discussion boards, view images, lookup
and contact other members, and most
importantly, post your own questions, reply
to other members, and share your own
experiences for others to learn from.

See you on the Forum!
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Series 50, B400

ALLISON, AND RE\ge

$3,500 O.B.O.

Item #2: Reverser right-hand
to left-hand

$1000 or O.B.O.

For more info Roger Mullin
(517) 589-9609

MISC

Use your credit card to place
a classified ad, start or renew
a subscription, or to send a
gift subscription. Just call Bus
Conversion Magazine at

(657) 221-0432

PLAGE
YOUR BUS
ADVERTISMENT
HERE

See our ad rates on
Page 30

And..

When you place a
Sterling Classified
advertisement in
Bus Conversion
Magazine, We will
also place your ad on
our website free of
charge at:

BusConversions.com/
bcmclassifieds

TWO ONE ACRE LOTS IN
HEREFORD, AZ

1962 GM
BUS CONVERSION

Both lots at 5000
ft. elevation and
temperature

never exceeds 90 [I TS

degrees. Noted e
in a magazine, L] g

Sierra Vista, AZ,

located 12 miles M

\ Beautifully
converted 1962
Greyhound
Bus. 4 speed
transmission,
power steering,
2 top mounted

north of Herford, was rated as most
desirable weather year round. (Lot 1) -
One lot has RV pad with 50A hookups
including water, electric, phone, septic
and a 10"x 16’ storage building with
electric and deep freeze. (Lot 2) - Other
lot has septic only. Allowed to have
one house or mobile home on each lot.
Horses and other animals are allowed.
315 feet adobe wall with three 16’ wide
gates, one walk thru 3'x 8 gate along
roadside. Both lots have 9,600’ high
Mountain view. Stream runs through
both lots. Plenty of

room to build other

structures on both

lots. Located in ver

nice neighborhooci

average house

$300,000 and up

Call Cliff at (520) 559-3178

busnutaz@msn.com

1972 GMC 4905 (40ft)

CONVERTED TO AN RV IN 1996-2004

1972 GMC 4905 (40 ft) fully
converted to an RV 1996-2004.
8V71 Diesel, 28,000 miles on
total overhaul, power steering,
8KW Generator, two 15,000 BTU
Roof A/C units, Commercially
finished in whitewashed Oak.
Comfortable, easy to drive, very
safe to operate. Contact me for
more pictures and details.

$32,500
Call Tom at (619) 421-2308
Tganis4@sbcglobal.net
Located in Chula Vista, CA

www.BusConversions.com

air conditioners,
twin beds, toilet and shower, refrigerator,
microwave, mini lights throughout the
interior, entrance lights at the door, new
outside mirrors closet, ladies makeup area.
This bus gets 11 miles per gallon. The 318
Detroit 8v71 engine in it has a blown head
gasket. | have another 318 Detroit 8v71
engine recently rebuilt at a cost of $9,600
that goes with this bus; it has about 500
miles on it. This engine is attached to a
transmission and whole rear-end. | also
have a whole front end both complete
with bumpers; this
also goes with this
bus. | have a total

of $75,000 in this
project.I'm a 75 year
old Santa Claus.

$18,995
Needs Head Gasket :
: Call Santa Bo at (804) 512-4840 :
: Located in Chester, VA i

1976 MCI MC-8 40 FOOT
A CHAUFFER TO THE STARS

Never a Passenger Bus, Rust Free
Stainless Steel Exterior, White, Black, Blue,
and Gold. Trailer Hitch, Back-up Camera,
New Tires, Auxiliary Fuel Tank, Pull-out
Tool Box in Bay, Bus A/C plus three
additional A/C units, Heater and Central
Vacuum, 50 Foot Shore Line, Generator,
Marine Toilet, Shower and Heater. All
Electric, No Propane. Stove, Refrigerator
and Microwave. Queen Size Bed, Couch
Converts to Bed, Formica Interior,
Indirect Lighting, Cupboard Lights.
Superb Condition, Well Maintained.
Always Stored Inside. Owner is Highly
Experienced Driver with 41 years as

a Greyhound Bus Driver and Safety
Superintendent. Click this link to read the
article and view the photos:

www.BusConversions.com/willis.pdf

$42,994
Call Willis at (661) 917-9058
Lancaster, CA
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