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I’m converting a 1976 MC-8 into a motorhome as you 
know from reading my article Raven 1 – The Begin-
ning of a Conversion in the November 2018 Issue of 
BCM. The bus was originally 40’ long, but its original 
owner, a large tour and charter company operating 
in the South, had it shortened by 5’. That led to some 
additional major alterations involved to go into here. 
Suffice it to say, when one removes the tag wheels on 
one of these units, one must be ready for a cascade 
of additional changes made necessary by the loss of 
support under the engine and transmission.

In addition, there were a number of upgrades, and 
cosmetic changes made to the exterior as a kind of 
facelift. Why shorten a perfectly good 40-footer?  The 
gentleman I purchased the bus from (the second 
owner) said that it was one of the first 40-foot motor 
coaches used for city tours in New Orleans. In the 
French Quarter the business owners felt it was too 
large for the character of that corner of the city. 

They got an ordinance passed that limited tour vehi-
cles in the Quarter to 35’. From the front of the front 
bumper to the rear of the rear bumper, this coach is 
within an eighth of an inch of just that length. In doing 
some online research before beginning the conver-
sion process, I found that the wall frame members of 
this model motor coach can suffer from rust.

Since the vehicle is built with a uni-body architecture, 
severely weakened or completely rusted out frame 
members, could create a significant problem down 
the road (so to speak). One of my first projects then, 

once the seats and vinyl flooring were removed, was 
to open up the walls to check the frame members and 
upgrade the insulation. The original insulation was 
fiberglass batt that was packaged in plastic, creating 
pillow-like structures, which were inserted into the 
gaps in the frame.

Inspecting and Re-insulating 

the Walls of an MC-8/9
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