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As I sit here typing this note on my 
laptop, I am also looking out my bus 
window at the beach on the Sea of 
Cortez, also called the Gulf of Cali-
fornia by some, at Victors RV Park in 

San Felipe, Mexico.  For about $30 per night, you can 
have full 30A hookups and enjoy 75 degree mostly 
sunny weather in February.

I am traveling this month with the Escapees Mexican 
Connection as I did last year as you may have read 
the article in the May 2019 issue of BCM or on our 
Blog at: https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/
traveling-in-mexico/.

There are 27 RV’s on this year’s trip.  We all met 
at Potrero County Park, about 40 miles east of San 
Diego on February 12th for a meet and greet. We had 
an orientation meeting regarding traveling in Mexico 
in an RV and differences from traveling in the U.S.  

We went to the Tecate border on February 13th and 
got our FMM (Mexican Tourist Cards), as it is required 
for any tourist traveling in Mexico.  We then spent a 
few hours walking around Tecate and scoped out the 
border crossing for our vehicles and scouted the route 
we will be driving after crossing the border, because 
at that point we may all be separated when the border 
patrol checks us out.  

The next day we traveled in four groups of six and 
seven rigs across the border down to the Zoological 

Parque del Nino in Guadalupe, 
Mexico where we dry camped 
in their parking lot for five nights 
of jungle noise sleep. We had 
full access to the zoo and also 
helped feed and train the ani-
mals. 

From there we caravanned on to the LaJolla Beach 
Camp south of Ensenada where we camped on the 
beach overlooking the Pacific Ocean.  Most parked 
in the dry camping area as those were directly on the 
beach front and a few of us parked back one row, so 
we could have electrical hook-up for an additional $3/
day.

Our tour ended there as this group only teaches you 
how to travel in Mexico and you are on your own to 
return, however, some people traveled back across 
the border in groups.  Most, however, traveled on east 
to San Felipe or traveled three additional days further 
south where they could watch the whales and enjoy 
even warmer weather for a few more weeks.

If you are interested in a trip like this, follow the Es-
capees Mexican Connection page for announcements 
on next year’s trip in the Events page of BCM and 
also on our website.
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It was April 14th, 2019 when Zeno and I bought 
our 40-foot 1988 Blue Bird school bus. Another 
couple had originally bought it from a Nevada 
school with plans to convert it. They did a few 
things to make it livable, but a lot was lacking. 

A gentleman then bought it from them with plans 
to convert it, but never did. In fact, he ripped out 
everything they had done, except the flooring. 

We test drove it around the neighborhood, but 
didn’t want to take it on the highway since it 
wasn’t registered or plated. All seemed well, so 
we bought it. It was the cheapest one we could 
find that ran and had the space we needed.

We were on the highway for less than 20 min-

utes, with me following behind in my truck, when 
my windshield started being spattered with some-
thing oily coming from the bus.  Soon after, the 
bus started smoking.

It turned out to have a transmission leak that only 

The bus, before it was magic.

The Magic School Bus, Lucid

By Ashley Reed of  Bus Li fe  Studios

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/34gwkEQ
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happened at high-pressure, such as when on the 
highway, and boy did it pour out. With an hour 
drive ahead of us still, we had to stop twice to fill 
the nearly empty transmission. You might wonder 
why we didn’t turn around and take it back to the 
guy. Well, we were homeless. We had no other 
option.

It was late by the time we got close to where we 
would be parking it, and with our bus spewing flu-
id, smoking, and having no registration, we were 
nervous driving it through the small town we were 
in. Oh, and I should mention, that original couple 
who had the bus painted it brown with tan and 
green footprints and mushrooms all over it, so we 
stuck out like a sore thumb.

We passed by a couple of cops and got nervous, 
so as soon as we turned the corner we floored it. 
We sped around the corner and our bucket seat 
toilet lid, which we had just bought at Walmart, 
when we stopped for transmission fluid, went fly-
ing out the bus door. I stopped to search for our 
toilet lid in the bushes in the dark.

There I was, homeless and searching for a toilet 
lid that fits atop a bucket, in the dark, while Zeno 
drove our leaking, smoking, poop brown school 
bus that was now “home.” I guess this might be 
a good time to freeze frame, so to speak, and go 
back a little to explain a couple things.

Just three months prior, I had been a manager 

at a small software company in Orange County, 
California. I left on a high-note with a promotion 
offered and $89k a year. I had spent the last two 
years going to night school to become a welder 
though, so I left my career to start a life working 
more hands-on and creatively.

Zeno was from Oregon but had come to Califor-
nia to work for an off-road shop. He had been 
very successful with two companies, rental prop-
erties, and using his engineering, mechanic, con-
struction, and all around know-how to make life 
happen. But life had kicked him down a bit just 
before I met him, one of his companies, most of 
his possessions, and a lot of his monetary value 
had been taken from him. 

We both decided Oregon would be a better new 
start for us than California had been, so we start-
ed new there, or at least we tried to. We made 
some decisions that, in retrospect, were the 
worst. Those decisions cost us most of the rest of 
what we both had left, except each other. We had 
no money, a lot of debt, were homeless, but we 
had each other.

Original picture from the Craigslist ad for the bus.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2pLIUgl
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The months that followed got harder, rather than 
easier, given the situation, but in the midst of 
all this, we discovered we loved the process of 
converting our bus. Really, it was what saved the 
little bit of sanity we had left. It gave us something 
else to focus on, and it gave us hope.

Converting a bus while living in it isn’t easy. All of 
our belongings were in it, which, due to the situ-
ation, wasn’t much, but was a lot for a bus. And, 

converting a bus while losing everything else in 
life and dealing with that stress, well, that’s not 
so easy either. But, it’s possible. We decided to 
be open about this because of the stories shared 
with us through this build. 

Once the bus was done and looked like an Ins-
tagram picture, people who didn’t know us and 
would see the bus always seemed to presume 
we must be in a really good place in life to have 
been able to build out such a beautiful space in 
such a short time; start to finish it took us three 
months, but we only actively worked on it about 
two. 

Other people who were also struggling loved it 
but would comment that doing one themselves 
was out of their reach, either because of their 
situation or lack of money or time. But the truth is, 
we were in a spot in life that we wish on no one, 
and yet we built something beautiful in it. Maybe 
by chance, maybe it’s destiny. I was heartbroken 
for Zeno when he shared with me how the previ-
ous several years of his life had unfolded.



Saving Our Water for Tomorrow

From Black Tanks and Pumpouts.

www.Natures Head.net
251-295-3043

All Stainless Hardware
Full Size Seat
Fits in small places
5 Year Warranty
No Chemicals
Urine Diverting
Exceptional Service
Made in USA

NATURE’S HEAD
Self-Contained Composting Toilet

$35 O� online toilet purchase.
Use code BC1911 at checkout.

O�er expires 12/31/2019 

FREE YOURSELF

Advertise your 
business here for 
as low as $88 per 

month for a 
1/4 page!

click here to learn more

Living in the bus with all of our belongings.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2KRUf5U
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/mediakit.pdf
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He is such a good man but hadn’t been treated 
very well, wasn’t loved, and in the end, lost so 
much. But he always told me, “Don’t be sad for 
me. I’m happy with how it all turned out, because 
if any one thing had been different we may not 
have met. And I’d go through anything if I get to 
be with you in the end.” 

I’ve held on to those words as we have went 
through subsequent hard times, keeping in mind 
his sentiment, that sometimes something bad 
leads to something better than you could have 
ever imagined.

We have learned that so many people come into 
bus life, not because they started out pursuing 
an Instagram picture-perfect dream, but because 
they were simply homeless. Or, just couldn’t 
afford the high-costs of housing. If you’ve ever 
driven through Oregon, you’ve seen it. 

The parking lots with school buses, windows cov-
ered, looking like they are barely making it. Well, 
our story is for those people. And it’s for all the 
people who’ve started a conversion and haven’t 
finished it. We want you to know, you can.

Even in the worst of times and circumstances. 
We’ve omitted the details of our life falling apart, 
but it was bad. We’ve been to the bottom. And we 
are slowly turning it all back around. All this is to 
say, there is a light at the end of the tunnel. And 
maybe even a brighter light than before. 

While Zeno and I both had a lot of success and 
money just a short time ago, we weren’t in situ-
ations that fulfilled our hearts. And we were both 
looking for more meaningful ways to spend our 
days and to work creatively with our hands.
 
While money isn’t what it once was for us, and 
we are certainly still striving to position ourselves 
where we want to be in life, we actually now have 
what we were looking for— a more fulfilling life 
and a creative outlet that is rewarding in the ways 
that we need life to be, and which has already 
started leading to other creative endeavors for us. 
And we’d have likely never ventured down this 
path without hitting rock bottom first. 

Even if we had bought a bus to convert, it would 
have gone on the back burner in life. So maybe, 
just maybe, when everything seems to be falling 
apart, maybe it’s actually coming together if you 
look for the opportunities along the way. I know 
it’s cliché and cheesy to hear when life is so hard 
in the moment, but we just did, and still are, living 
through hard times, yet created something beau-
tiful out of it. So we hope this serves as a real life 
inspiration to those who need it.

Zeno replacing a leaking hose.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2KLezpm
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Getting started on the bus wasn’t easy. Zeno 
suspected (more so hoped) that transmission 
leak might be a hose or seal. After replacing a 
leaking hose, and still having yet another source 
of the leak, we saved fixing the transmission for 
last. We just weren’t in a physical or mental place 
where we could work on it further at the time.

So, we started on the interior. We first ran an 
extension cord to power a temporary toaster 
oven and a tiny $10 mini fridge we picked up at a 
garage sale. We didn’t have money to eat out so 
being able to keep a few cheap things cold and 
cook them was first priority.

The bus had already been gutted. Walls removed 
and some pieces of insulation and particleboard 
sloppily tacked up.

The nights were cold, so we had to fix that next. 
Every step of working on the bus required us to 
move all of our belongings to one end of the bus. 
Clean. Do what work needed to be done. Move 
every item back to the other side of the bus. Then 
do the same to the other side.

All while laundry piled up and got in the way. As 
did trash; we were using disposable stuff since 
we had no running water or sink to do dishes. We 
had to look for public trash cans, which let me tell 
you are fewer and further between than you re-
alize until you’re homeless. Nevertheless, we got 
it insulated and covered the lower walls in FRP, 

Our belongings were all moved to the back of the 
bus so that we could work on the front.

This is how the inside of the bus was when we 
bought it, gutted with funky insulation and 

particleboard put up.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/37Atdte
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and the upper portion in tongue and groove ce-
dar. It was refreshing to have the smell of cedar, 
it perked up our moods a bit.

Third priority, separate our “bathroom” from our 
living area while also working on the first fun part 
of the bus. So, that toilet lid we lost out the side 
of the bus on the way home, well it’s made to fit 
on top of a five gallon bucket. That was our toilet 
at the time. And it smelled. Completely unrelated, 
but stay with me and it will tie-in, we also both 
love dirt biking and knew we wanted to be able 
to take our dirt bikes with us once we were in a 
position to be able to ride again. 

We decided to use the last three windows of 
the bus as a garage and completely seal it off 
from the rest of the bus, so that dirt bike and gas 
fumes couldn’t seep into the living area.

So we picked up a huge sliding glass window 
from a local up-cycled building materials place 
called Bring (we got a lot of our materials up-cy-
cled from there, as it’s what we could afford). This 
would allow access to the ‘garage’ from the living 
space, while still being able to seal it off. 

Not only did the sliding window allow access, 
whereas a wall wouldn’t have, it also kept the 
space open and airy, where you could still see 
out the back of the bus from the living area.

We placed the sliding window next to the edge of 
the bed in the living area, so the bed was butted 
up to the garage. But under the bed we parti-
tioned it under the middle rather than the edge. 

That created an under bed storage area on both 
the garage side and on the living space side, 
while still being sealed off underneath. We en-
sured that the space under the bed on the garage 
side could fit five plastic storage totes to keep 
tools, parts, etc.  After all, it’s a garage.

Garage when it was first completed.
Garage – sliding glass window which allowed ac-

cess between the living area and the garage, under 
bed storage with totes, with unfinished carpentry 

since it was just a garage.

They may be coming 
to an event near you.  
Click HERE to view 

their Schedule

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2DnyvL7
http://bit.ly/2DnyvL7
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At the time though, we used the garage for two 
other purposes: 1) storage for all our personal 
stuff we had kept moving back and forth on the 
bus. This gave us some room to breathe and 
work finally. 2) A sealed off place to put our “poo 
bucket”, so that you didn’t have to smell it, at 
least until the next time you had to ‘go.’

We debated back and forth about installing a 
toilet, and if so, composting or conventional with 
a black water tank. I didn’t like the idea of having 
to fool with a black water tank and we couldn’t 
afford one of the nicer (less smelly) composting 
toilets. So we decided for the long haul not to 
add one at all, and instead we’d put a nice-ish 
outhouse up outside once we settled somewhere.  
As it turned out, we bought the materials for the 
outhouse but the bus sold before we could build 
it!

At this point, we needed to move the bus from 
where it was. Our parking situation wasn’t work-
ing out, so by necessity, next priority was getting 
the bus title changed to an RV title and getting it 
insured so we could move it. I’d read a lot about 
this, and technically in the state of Oregon, you’re 
supposed to have permanently altered the bus to 
provide facilities for human habitation (permanent 
sleeping and cooking facilities). We had neither. 

At the time, our kitchen was non-existent and our 
bed was a cheap used bed on a metal frame. We 
went for it anyway. Our local DMV never even 
looked inside. They looked at the VIN on the 

dash through the window and simply changed 
the title. I’m still not sure how we got so lucky. 
We then insured it with Allstate, who actually had 
school bus conversions as an option in their sys-
tem. Easy peasy...we needed that break! Whew!

1-877-543-1087
www.GiraffeG4.com

The GiraffeG4 System
PREVENTS your Bus Conversion

Camper from having
“Low Clearance” Collisions

made
USA

in
the

Zeno painting, with the front section gutted.

Garage with our bicycles in it.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2lV53GX
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Watch Video

“Winter Sale $50 off 
regular price and 

free shipping”

Part way through the conversion, 
while living on the bus.

Part way through the conversion, 
while living on the bus.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2rknmb7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NNWprUS1KM&feature=youtu.be
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Next on the list, a shower. We were stinky. I 
mean, we’re sort of hippies so we always smell a 
little funny, but this wasn’t that, it was something 
else entirely. We needed a shower. We couldn’t 
really afford the time or money to build one in-
side, and we both love outdoor showers, so we 
decided to rig up an outdoor shower.

At that point we didn’t know if we’d put one inside 
at a later time. Initially, we installed piping, han-
dles, and a shower head we already had and ran 
it to a garden hose off the back of the bus.

By the time we finished the conversion we had 
added a 50 gallon fresh water tank, instant hot 
water heater, exterior mounted soap dispenser, 
and made our own shower curtain rod that folded 
up and latched when in transit and folded down 
to put your shower curtain when parked.

We LOVED the outdoor shower and ended up 
deciding it was too good to bother with putting 
one on the interior. We did realize immediately 
that most days the wind was too much, even if it 
was just slight, for the shower curtain to not blow 
onto you. So we got heavy 5” wide pieces of plas-
tic meant to line a garden to keep critters out, and 
Zeno sewed it inside the bottom of the shower 
curtain, which worked perfectly to keep the cur-
tain in place!

With weighted shower curtain.

The outdoor shower, after paint. 

The outdoor shower, initial set-up.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com


March 2020

www.BusConversionMagazine.com

BCMBUS CONVERSION 13

Up until now, we’d been sleeping on a cheap 
used mattress...eek! Our backs both hurt. We 
were stressed and cranky. Good sleep might 
help. 

We took a chance on a lower priced but extreme-
ly well reviewed mattress from online. The brand 
was Lucid, and it was worth every penny. We 
actually even named the bus Lucid, inspired by 
that mattress!

We went with a California King, which we knew 
was uncommon for a bus, considering the space 
constraints, but having a good bed was important 
to us. Long ways, it spanned nearly the entire 
width of the bus, leaving a few inches at the bot-

We purchased our instant hot water heater used, 
the guy said it had a pinhole gas leak that he 

patched, turned out it still leaked 
so we had to solder it again.

Cloudy day, rainbow over the bus. Shelf we built into the front of the bus.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/37AffHN
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tom for blankets to hang over nicely. We built the 
bed platform extra wide, too, so that there was 
a built-in side table. We tried to look for simple 
ways like that to keep things minimal but func-
tional.

It was about this time we started seriously dis-
cussing doing more conversions. It was a way to 
make money and still be able to work together, 
while satisfying our need to work creatively and 
hands-on. 

We had mentioned it in passing from the begin-
ning, but as the bus really began to take shape, 
we couldn’t help but think more seriously on it. 
We decided to continue the build just exactly the 
way we would if we were doing it for ourselves. 
And if it sold, great, and if not, we’d still have a 
bus we loved.

Next was the kitchen. We did it towards the front 
of the bus. With the garage and bed in the far 
back of the bus, the shower outside, and the 
toilet planned for an exterior outhouse, this would 
leave the entire middle of the bus a wide open 
space. Something few buses have and some-
thing we knew we wanted.

Zeno actually had an old 1940’s cast iron farm-
house sink. He had never thought much about it, 
but realized it would be perfect for the vibe of the 
bus. We both fell in love with it and we bought a 
cabinet to set it on.

•   Uses a Bus, RV or Vehicle tire for its main support
• Stable regardless of ground conditions

• Easily holds up to 50 lbs.
• 29”L X 23”W X 1.5”H

Durable Powder Coated 
Steel Travel Table 

www.TailGaterTireTable.com

Mid section of the bus with the dining table folded 
and chairs removed, making the space wide open 

for activities. 

1940’s cast iron sink, commercial faucet, 
with built-in shelves above. 

California King bed with built-in side table 
and storage underneath.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.tailgatertiretable.com/
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Cast iron sink.Cast iron sink with new commercial faucet. 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.facebook.com/proautoworks.drainoregon
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Under counter side-by-side fridge 
was amazingly spacious and ran 

on the solar system.

We sold Lucid fully furnished, 
as with all our builds. We picked 
up these matching pot holders 
at The Bus Fair, made by the 

mama of @SkoolieLove.

We had twelve outlets through-
out the bus, plus four USB fast 

charge outlets.

Built-in shelving in kitchen.

Purple crystal cabinet knobs, 
classy but hippie and modern but 

fun, which is the overall theme 
we were going for on the bus.

Cooking on the bus, at a festival. 

View through the kitchen and the 
entire bus. 

Hanging tea keeper -- Zeno’s 
parents Rico and Myrna used to 
milk their cows into this jar and 
then keep the milk cold in the 

river -- they even made the net 
around it, which we used to hang 

the jar to conserve countertop 
space.

Driver’s cockpit just in front of the 
kitchen. 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.instagram.com/SkoolieLove/
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Opposite of the sink, on the other side of the bus, 
we put in a turquoise retro stove that had come 
out of an old RV, as well as an under counter side 
by side refrigerator with butcher block counter 
tops and angled shelves we built in.

By now, we had decided for sure to try to sell 
Lucid once completed so that we could start 
on another. We had attended The Bus Fair in 
Oakridge, Oregon, an event that hosted 30 con-
verted skoolies that attendees were able to tour. 

We were excited to see the endless creative pos-
sibilities. But also we were excited because, while 
we had seen some really innovative and amaz-
ing buses at The Bus Fair, it also made us feel 
really good about what we were doing with ours 
and with the idea of doing more conversions. We 
were doing more of a studio style, with an open 
floor plan and unobstructed windows, rather than 
putting up a lot of walls like most had done.

So we were resolved on selling the bus so we 
could do it again, but we also stuck with our orig-
inal resolution of completing the bus just the way 
we’d want it if we kept it. And with that, just two 
weeks after The Bust Fair, we bought our second 
bus!

Picked up this glass at The Bus Fair 
and used it as our utensil holder.

Our kiddo, the day we brought home 
our second bus.

Click HERE to 
watch video

Retro built-in shelves, butcher block counter-
tops which we angled near the entryway so they 

wouldn’t be in the way.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/33ijuoa
http://www.smartplug.com
https://youtu.be/ouZyi7N8bjo
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Just after this, we moved into a house. Now we 
could work on the bus without living in it. Funny 
thing was, we kept staying on the bus parked 
beside the house! It had become our home. We 
had made it very comfortable. And after living in 
it while it was a mess, we wanted to enjoy what 
we had built now that it was nice. It was a couple 
weeks before we could bring ourselves to sleep 
in the house!

Around this time we came across an ad on Craig-
slist for used solar panels. The guy was selling 
his used 175 Watt panels, as he was upgrading 
to ones with higher wattage.

We put in four of those 175 Watt panels, four golf 
cart batteries from Costco, a 4000 Watt inverter, 
a charge controller, and a charger wired to our 
bus 12V battery to keep it topped off. 

We kept the stock interior bus lights as our main 
interior lighting, as they actually had a really nice 
glow, but they ran off the 12V bus battery.

With a device called a buck booster, our electrical 
setup allowed for us to use those as our interi-
or lights without risking a dead battery. We also 
wired it to be able to receive shore power, and 
water, too! So now the bus could be completely 
off grid with solar and water tanks or on grid with 
external power and water hook-ups.

Zeno carrying the panels up to plan the layout. 

Panels on the bus after we painted the outside.

Advertise your 
business here for as 

low as $53 a month for 
an 1/8 page ad!

Breaker box, batteries, inverter, buck booster, & 
charge controller in the bus’ underbody storage 

compartment.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/mediakit.pdf
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We debated what to do with the big open space 
between the bedroom and kitchen. I already had 
a table from IKEA designed to collapse on the 
sides. We took the hinged panel off one side and 
affixed it to the wall to create a dining/living room 
table. We already had two patio chairs which 
went perfectly with it. 

We decided to keep those as our living room 
chairs for a couple reasons. 

1) It made it so you didn’t have to carry an extra 
set of outdoor chairs, you could simply take those 
outside. 

2) By being able to remove them from the living 
area easily, and being able to fold down the living 
room table, this opened up the whole mid section 
of the bus for any activities you’d like…yoga, art, 
anything!

On to the exterior. We stayed with the same 
bright colors as the inside, and even added glitter 
to the top 1/3 of the bus. The sparkle was abso-
lutely crazy in the sun.

Fold up/down table and chairs.

Yoga, anyone?

Open space concept with fold-down table and 
chairs that can be easily taken out of the bus to 

make a completely open space.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2QLwqjW
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Painting—we rolled the interior but used a paint 
sprayer on the outside -- we’ve since begun using 
the paint sprayer on the interior of buses as well.

Tons of underbody storage compartments, which 
housed the battery set-up and propane, one of the 

upsides to the bigger busses.
Steps leading into the bus. 

We loved how the colors came together!

All finished with the paint!

Super sparkly!

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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Only thing left was the transmission. That leak! 
The bus transmission was about three times the 
size of that for a truck. It’s hard to handle, but 
with all the wrong tools, we pulled it, replaced all 
the seals, and put it back in.

We took it down the highway, and after about 20 
minutes, it was spewing again. We were heart-
broken. We had this gorgeous bus that just didn’t 
work. But, we found another bus transmission on 
Craigslist from a mechanic. He had wanted the 
engine out of the bus and was selling the trans-
mission. This time, we invested in a transmission 
jack, and by now had organized all of our tools at 
our new house, so we were better prepared.  

We went for it again. We pulled the transmission, 
put in the new one, and man did it run good. We 
were absolutely ecstatic!

Second time pulling the transmission, in the rain!

Pulling a transmission this big was pretty sketchy. 

Zeno putting the transmission torque converter back 
together after we replaced the seals.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2OD0D1T
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Now, I started that last page with “only thing left 
was the transmission”...which is both true and not 
true. That was the last big thing, yes, but the time 
and money are in the details. Every little piece of 
trim, and nook and cranny in the front of the bus, 
and all the hardware for the plumbing and electri-
cal, all had to be buttoned up and perfect. 

At one point I remember saying, excitedly, “this 
might be our last trip to Lowe’s for this bus, 
babe”. I’d estimate we made at least ten more af-
ter that. Conversions are both hard and not. The 
creative expression you get to apply is easy. You 
come up with the ideas and they seem mostly 
easy. Like hey, I’m going to make the front dash 
into a wood shelf.

Then you really get to start looking at the dash 
and realize 17 different things that make it a com-
plete and utter pain. It’s one reason why you see 
so many bus conversions started but not finished.

It’s different from remodeling say, a house. With 

a bus you have to design things to be able to 
not destruct when the bus is moving and hitting 
bumps, you have to design it with extreme space 
savings in mind while also being effortlessly func-
tional. It’s not always easy in those regards. Well, 
that’s partly why we decided to keep doing this 
and making conversions available for others.

Not everyone has the time or wherewithal to do 
a conversion, but they still want to enjoy travel-
ing or living in one. It does test us, as a couple. 
We fuss and bicker. We are both highly creative 
and both think we know the best way to do ev-
erything. That can be hard on a couple or family 
trying to do a bus. For us, the bickering is worth 
being able to work together day in and day out. 
So we can do conversions for others and save 
you the time and the fussing. 

You can know that with every bus we build, it 
comes with a little bit of our bickering built right 
in, but also a whole lot of love! The give and take, 
the push and pull he and I go through on projects, 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2KPUHkV
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it’s what makes them turn out great, though.

Our creativity combines and results in something 
functional and from our hearts. And we love the 
process.

Ashley driving the bus to the World 
Reggae Festival.

Zeno on the road with Lucid.

On the road with Lucid.

Lucid out exploring.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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All of our bus conversions have a skull copilot -- 
made of ground fish-bone, these come from our 

favorite place on earth, Baja Mexico.

Tassel and sequin details the front window below the shelf. An ode to the hippies who started bus life, and to 
creative truck drivers in places such as Pakistan and India, who decorate their buses similarly.

On the road, I often say in the doorway on road 
trips, was just a fun place to be.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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I’ve often wondered if everything we went through 
since March 2019 had to happen in order to put 
us on the path we are on now, building real life 
dreams for others. 

We had the bus at various festivals after we 
finished and hundreds of people stepped on that 
bus and, genuinely wowed, said to us “this is my 
dream.” Zeno looked at me one day and said, 
“Maybe we have to make other people’s dreams 
come true in order to make ours come true.” 

I’m so down for our life to be about that. And all 
because a series of unfortunate events that we 
were put on this path, but we suspect this road 
will turn out to go much better places than the 
one we were on before, even though it started 
out rocky. Had Zeno and I not both had troubles 
before we met, we wouldn’t have met. 

If we hadn’t had trouble after we met, we would 
be doing much less creative work. We love this 
creative outlet which challenges us in every 
aspect—from engineering, craftsmanship, and 
artistically. With that, we’ve decided to keep doing 
conversions.

Our second conversion, Lucy, is nearly finished, 
with big upgrades from the last now that we’re in 
a position to have better time, space, tools, and 
money to work with!

Tiny wood stove, in which Ashley welded a bracket 
for in our second conversion, Lucy Bus—there is 

also a propane furnace installed.

The bedroom in our second conversion, Lucy Bus.

Unfinished kitchen in our second conversion, 
Lucy Bus. 

GM PD41XX  SERIES BUSES

Looking for GM Intercity coaches left in the world.

Coaches are being tracked by serial number and 
location, city and state. Any status: conversion, 
seated or scrapped. 

Even buses sitting in fields, I would like to add their 
numbers to the list. All GM coaches built between 
1947 and 1980, with the exception of Scenicruisers.

To learn more about your GM bus or to see if your 
bus is in the list, click on the link below, and go to the 
thread on the model of your bus.

https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/forum/
index.php?board=14.0  

Call Jon at (760) 272-4081 
or email: Jusle@aol.com

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/forum/index.php?board=14.0
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/forum/index.php?board=14.0
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/forum/index.php?board=14.0
mailto:Jusle%40aol.com?subject=
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In fact, we’ve now got Bus Life Studios up and 
running with a 2700 sq ft shop to do our conver-
sions. And we’ve even got buses three and four 
purchased to do our next builds, once we button 
up Lucy Bus!

When we reflect on the year, it’s difficult to be-
lieve that just last April we had lost nearly every-
thing, were homeless, and had just bought our 
first bus in order to have a roof over our heads. 

Now, less than a year later we’re doing profes-
sional conversions out of our new shop and our 
first bus is being featured on the cover of Bus 
Conversion Magazine!

We had so much worry, stress, upset, and sad-
ness during that time. But honestly, it was con-
verting Lucid that saved us. Not only was that bus 
our home when we had no other, but it was such 
a great canvas to discover what we were capable 
of, and to give us something to keep our minds 
busy, that gave us hope, and that brought us the 
income to do another!

We are grateful to have stumbled into such fulfill-
ing work. A month after we sold that first bus, the 
buyer, Aiyami, text messaged us and said “This 
bus is magical. It’s really changed my life in so 
many good ways. You must be magic.” 

We named that bus Lucid, but maybe it should 
have been The Magic School Bus! Perhaps that’s 
cliché, but I’m not sure how often someone tells 
the builder of their home that they are magic, so it 
feels pretty fitting. 

The really wild thing, to us, is that Lucid had no 
toilet, no air conditioning, no heat source, and 
only an outdoor shower. It was by no means a 
luxury build, yet to the buyer, and to us, it truly 
was a magic bus. 

Now, our builds have all the luxuries, without 
sacrificing the fun hippie roots that we feel every 
skoolie conversion should pay homage to. So 
here’s to creating more magic with every bus we 
build in 2020 and beyond.

Bus Life Studio’s shop—three’s a crowd, 
but we don’t mind!

Lucy Bus on the left, conversion #4 in queue on the 
right, conversion #3 in the queue way in the back 

between the two.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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General
• Year: 1988
• Manufacturer: Blue Bird
• Model: School Bus
• Vehicle Weight: 34,000 lbs.
• Fuel Tank Capacity: 60 Gallons
• Miles Per Gallon: 8 MPG (Highway)
• Engine: Chevrolet 427 cu in. V8 Gas Engine 
• Transmission: Allison MT643
• Overall Length: 40 ft. 
• Overall Width: 8 ft. 
• Overall Height: 10 ft. 
• Raised Roof: No     
• Solar Power: Yes    
• Total KW:  700W   
• Manufacturer: SunTech
• House Batteries: Four
• What Type: Golf Cart
• Shore Power Amps: 30A
• Inverter: Yes           
• Size (Watts): 4,000 LF Pure Sine Wave
• Manufacturer: Power Jack

External Equipment
• Fresh Water Tank Capacity: 50 Gallons
• Black Water Tank Capacity: N/A
• Grey Water Tank Capacity: 20 Gallons
• Tank  Material: Plastic       
• Water Heater Type:  Gas Only
• Plumbing Materials Used: PVC

Internal Equipment
• Stove:  Vintage RV (Three Burner) Stove
• Oven:  Propane  
• Microwave: No
• Convection Oven: No
• Microwave/Convection Combo: No
• Refrigerator: Avanti side-by-side (under cabinet), 

electric only (runs off of solar).
• Air Conditioning: None
• Heating: None
• Roof Ventilation: Garage Vent
• Generator: No   
• TV: No
• VCR: No
• DVR: No
• BLU-RAY: No
• Satellite: No
• Bed Size:  California King Size Bed

Propane 
• Removable: Yes
• Number of Tanks:  Two 
• Total Capacity: 10 Gallons

Interior
• Wall Material: Cedar planks above the windows, 

and FRP below the windows.
• Ceiling Material: Original factory metal, painted.
• Flooring Material: Pergo with 1” insulation added 

below. 
• Type of Insulation: 1-2” high density foam board 

and spray foam in the cracks.

• Cabinets: Douglas Fir
• Counter Top Material: Maple Butcher’s Block
• Window Coverings: None
• Lighting Type: Original overhead bus lights 

throughout.  

Misc
• How long have you owned your bus? Purchased in 

April 2019 and sold in September 2019.
• Did you self-convert? Yes
• How long did it take?  Three Months

• Notable Features: Open space concept. It was very 
important to us that the bus be spacious and open 
feeling. There are no dividing walls, only a huge 
sliding glass door to separate the garage from the 
living space. All of the windows are unobstructed 
so you can see out all directions from anywhere in 
the bus! It’s more of a studio apartment style!

• Things that you would do differently next time with 
Electric/Water/Gas/Propane, if any? We would 
have added a propane heater, as we’ve done to 
our conversions since. We would add a small pres-
sure tank so that the water does not pulse when 
the faucet is barely turned on. Lastly, we would 
use a thicker inter-locking cedar, as the planks we 
selected were difficult to keep interlocked because 
they were thin.

Bus Specifications

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/37wXQQh
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On their one year anniversary in August, Zeno proposed to Ashley on the rooftop of that second 
bus they bought. Of all the places in the world to propose, a bus was the most fitting, having ful-
ly embraced and fallen in love with bus life. They will be married on 4/20/20 in Eugene, Oregon. 

In December, just eight months after becoming homeless and starting their first bus conversion, 
they started Bus Life Studios and opened their shop to do bus conversions full-time.
 
Zeno grew up in a true blue hippie intentional community in Washington. He had a school bus 
years ago, that was by no means a classy conversion, but more so a real hippie bus. Ashley 
comes from Orange County, but has Midwest country roots. She had previously converted an 
AWD camper van which she traveled solo extensively in. Their personal experiences and styles 
mix to create conversions with unique combinations of modern simplicity and hippie funk.

You can follow Bus Life Studios on Instagram 
@BusLifeStudios

By Ashley Reed of  Bus Li fe  Studios

P PRVRVacific ar ts

Welcome to Pacific RV Parts
The Best Source for 

all Your RV Parts.
If you need RV Parts or 
Accessories for your:

Bus Conversion - RV - Motorhome
Trailer - 5th Wheel -  Toy Hauler

Camper - Tent Trailer
We specialize in Velvac RV Bus Mirrors.

www.VelvacRVMirrors.com
We are here to serve you with 

Great Pricing & Excellent Service!

Dometic Penguin Duo Therm
 13,500 BTU Cool-Only 

Air Conditioner
$64588

Suburban SF-30Q
30,000 BTU RV Furnace

$71588

Suburban 10 Gallon 
RV Water Heater

$42588

Maxxfan Ventilator 
White RV Roof Vent

$24888

www.PacificRVParts.com

(888) 600-4845
info@Pacif icRVParts.com

We can assist you with any and all of your RV Parts needs.
All in stock orders usually ship the next business day.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.instagram.com/buslifestudios/
http://bit.ly/2OBbRFr
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Roadmaster uses American workers and components and

creates the finest towing products on the planet.
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Questions 
about Dinghy 

Towing?

Call the experts 
1-800-669-9690

Protect your towed car’s finish against rocks, gravel and road debris.

Tow Defender -
• Available for Roadmaster, 
 Blue Ox and Demco tow bars.

• Quick installation & release.

• Lightweight and compact —
 weighs just 14½ pounds, and
  rolls up to 4 inches in diameter.

• Powder-coated steel supports &
 heavy-duty gas struts for
 maximum durability, support
 and cornering flexibility.

• Reinforced seams and gussets for
 added longevity.

Time Tested

Time Proven

800-669-9690

roadmasterinc.com

http://bit.ly/2pPtBmS


BCM BUS CONVERSION March 202030

www.BusConversionMagazine.com

My son, John, is a professional truck driver and 
now drives for Walmart. He was just issued a new 
Freightliner equipped with the new Integrated 
Detroit Powertrain. It is specifically designed, and 
engineered, to make the transmission and Detroit 
engine work as one unit.

They have named it Cascadia and have coupled 
it with the new Detroit Assurance 5.0 software. 
I guess it is one step closer to the autonomous 
trucks we hear so much about. I will go into more 
detail at the end of my article.

Being a history “nut,” I was curious how we got 
from chain drives to almost autonomous drive-
trains in trucks. I was surprised to discover some 
of the early trucks were electric with a motor on 
each wheel that propelled the truck. In some 
areas the electric trucks were in use until the 
1950’s.  
 
The first trucks were propelled by large chains 
that used the same concept of the bicycle chain. 
The driver had to stop at certain intervals to apply 
oil on the chain. Dusty roads compounded the 
problem.
 
•  In 1898, Henry Timken developed the tapered 

roller bearing.  

• In 1902 Louis Clark, who may have been the 
first person to build a truck under the name of 
Autocar in 1899, patented the double reduction 
principles in rear axles. 

By John Swart ley
Bus Drivetrains 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2OCXFKN
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•  In 1903, Clarence Spicer patented the uni-
versal joint. All this fast-developing technology 
allowed Autocar to introduce a 2-ton truck with 
shaft driven axle in 1907.  

In this 1911 Farm Journal ad, International Auto 
Wagon was advertising a 20-horsepower en-
gine that has enough power to meet any road 
emergency. The transmission gives two forward 
speeds and reverse, with no danger of stripping 
gears. The brakes are powerful.

Henry Ford built delivery vans until 1912 when he 
decided to mass produce only Model T’s autos. 
On his assembly line he did produce a Model TT 
that he sold to aftermarket to be converted into 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://bylerrivet.com/
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We carry a full line of Coach Conversion
Parts & Accessories, to list a few:

•  Wrico Generators
•  Magnum Inverters
•  Webasto Hot Water Heating Systems
•  Cooktops & Water Heaters
•  Automatic Transfer Switches
•  Generator Autostart System

Call the people with the Coach Conversion
Experience and Know-how.

Made Speci�cally  For Bus Conversions
Kubota Powered • Water Cooled • 1800 RPM

Direct Drive  • Easy To Service 
Rugged and Trouble Free

Buy direct and save. Call the Generator Man
(541) 744-4333

WRICO INTERNATIONAL
PO Box 41555 • Eugene, Oregon  97404

Wrico International

The Generator man

W
I

trucks. The Model TT’s had 2-speed planetary 
transmission and a worm drive rear axle.

In 1921 GMC introduced “K” model trucks. The 
2-ton and heavier trucks had dual range trans-
mission with 4-speeds in each range. Electric 
lamps became standard instead of oil lamps.

Timeline in some of the truck drivetrain history: 
 
•  1913 - Timken-Detroit Axle Company devel-

ops worm drive axle for heavy duty trucks. 

•  1923 - Fuller Manufacturing Company leaves 
the car manufacturing production to focus on 
truck transmission and clutches.

•  1925 - Timken-Detroit introduces tandem drive 
axles.

 
•  1931 - Spicer introduces HD transmission with 

helical gears. 

•  1936 - Fuller introduces an auxiliary box to 
double ratios of a standard transmission. 

•  1937 - Spicer debuts synchromesh transmis-
sion for trucks.

I have diagrams of nine Central of Georgia Motor 
Transport Company Motor Coaches that were 
ordered in 1931. I received the diagrams from 
the Central of Georgia Railway Historical Society. 
The motor coach’s chassis were produced by dif-
ferent companies, all with engines in front. I can 
assume the drivetrains were the same as many 
trucks on the market then. 

In 1932 Dwight E. Austin, chief engineer for the 
Pickwick Motor Company, the company that was 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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manufacturing the popular Nite Bus, patented the 
Austin Angle Axle.  The Waukesha engine was 
used for power. This patent allowed the develop-
ment of the bread-box-style of bus that would be 
the future designs of passenger buses for years 
to come.

After GM/Yellow Bus company bought the angle 
axle patent in 1934, they rolled out the 719 Super 
Coach utilizing the angle drive in 1936. The 719 
Super Coach was powered by GM series 707, 
6-cylinder gas engine. 

In 1947 GM and Detroit Diesel joint ventured a 
new angle drive that would work with their fa-
mous 6-71 Diesel engine and they installed it in 
the new GM-3751 Silversides.

During the “war years,” drivetrains did not ad-
vance much. The deuce-half and 5-ton military 
trucks I drove, all had a 5-speed transmission 
and hi-low transfer case that we had to come to a 
complete stop to shift. 

I was surprised to find out Columbia Axle Com-
pany made 2-speed rear axles back in 1932 for 
automobiles. GMC started using 2-speed Eaton 
axles in trucks around 1950. The axles were ei-
ther electric or vacuum shift. 

•  1952 - Fuller introduced the Road-Ranger, a 
single transmission which combines main and 
auxiliary boxes.

 
•  1955 - Allison produced the first fully automat-

ic transmission for trucks. It was not until the 
early 1970’s Allison developed a transmission 
for heavy duty trucks and machinery. 

•  1957 - Gates Rubber Company unveiled a 
belt drive to power dead axles on a tandem 
axle truck.

 
•  1973 - Spicer develops semi-automatic trans-

mission which uses electric clutch and electric 
brake for shifting.

 
•  1984 - GMC introduced their synchromesh, 

11 years after Spicer patented it. It only affect-
ed gears 1-3, “grandma” and reverse still had 
sliding spur gears.

•  1988 - Cadec Systems, subsidiary of Cum-
mins Diesel, introduces on-board computers. 

• In 1988, Cummins tied these on-board com-
puters to the engine controls with their Celect 
Electronic Engine Control system. Each new 
development slowly pointed the drive chain 
control to autonomous systems that are quickly 
becoming the new operating systems.

In the late 1980’s, for three summers I drove an 
MC-8 all over the United States hauling a group 
of Drum Corps kids to different competitions. The 
MC-8’s had Spicer Dana 4-speed and reverse 
transmission powered by the 8V-71 Detroit Die-
sel. This drivetrain combination made for some 
long, slow climbs up hills and lot of down time 
waiting for the engine to cool during the hot sum-
mers. I had to flip a switch before I placed it into 
first gear to backup.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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• 1989 - Rockwell enters the heavy duty trans-
mission market with nine to thirteen speed 
models of transmissions. All different types 
of shifting patterns required considerable 
amount of skills to operate. Especially, before 
the synchromesh transmission were in use 
one of the skills of shifting was to be able to 
“double-clutch,” correctly.

 
•  1993 - Eaton and Vorad begin marketing a 

radar-based-collision and avoidance system.
 
•  1994 - Eaton introduces Auto-select and au-

to-shift which electronically shifted gears. 

•  1996 - Rockwell introduced engine synchro 
shift which uses electronics to synchronize 
gear changes.

Each new technical development was a step 
closer to the so called “autonomous” trucks.  I 
doubt there will be much demand for autonomous 
buses, but who knows!! 

Maybe they would return the “hostess,” to unload 
the luggage and collect tickets. Then you could 
make a bus conversion out of one and watch the 

autonomous cars race around the NASCAR track 
while traveling across the country without being 
interrupted by the boring responsibility of driving. 

I grew up on the farm where I learned to drive 
farm trucks when I was ten years old, I was told 
not to use any gears other than “grandma,” and 
first, and stay in the wheat field. I would watch 
for my father to wave and bring the truck close 
enough to the combine he could walk to the truck 
and place it under the grain spout. 

Before I went to work for the Telephone Compa-
ny and in the I will do anything to make a “buck,” 
stage of my life, which was the going rate per 
hour back then, I drove a lot of gravel trucks 
which all had basically 5-speed shift and two 
speed axle. I did drive one truck with a 5-speed 
transmission with a 3-speed Browning transfer 
box, which was interesting.
 
Back to the reason I got interested in the drive-
train history; I was excited about all the new 
technology of the drivetrain I saw in the videos 
of in my son’s new truck. Then I got curious how 
we got here from the chain drives. What I write is 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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secondary to what I learn searching the internet. 
There is so much interesting information there. 
Being a professional truck driver most of his adult 
life and mastering every type of gear shift, John 
is having to relearn how to drive a truck with this 
transmission selector lever (in photo) being his 
gear shift.

The Integrated Detroit Powertrain (IDP), is a 
totally new concept in truck driving. He will have 
to learn to allow the truck to make most of the 
driving decisions whether driving through the 
mountains or in bumper to bumper city traffic.

It is not the automatic shift we know now; it is a 
stick shift with electronics doing all the thinking 
and shifting.  According to one report they plan to 
save 8% on fuel with the new truck design and a 
computer controlling the gear shifting.
 
In September of 2019 Detroit Diesel produced 
a news release that it was going to discontinue 
the production of its DD-13 engines designed for 
motor coach applications in December of 2021. 
Detroit Diesel will only supply the new Integrated 
Detroit Powertrain exclusively to Freightliner and 
Western Star Trucks.

Detroit Diesel only supplied its DD-13 engine 
to MCI and Van Hool Motor Coaches. This will 
leave Cummins, Volvo (Prevost and Volvo Mo-
tor Coaches) and Mercedes-Benz (Setra Motor 
Coaches) to supply diesel engines for Motor 
Coaches. I am sure if the IDP proves successful 
the other diesel manufactures will soon follow 
with their version.

Freightliner did produce a video that John 
watched before attempting to drive his new toy. 
He also reported his truck was not quite as au-
tonomous as some of Walmart’s future purchas-
es will be, they will have more cameras attached.

I am not going to try to describe any of the new 
features, I want my readers that are interested 
to Google the IDP and watch all the videos avail-
able. Who knows, some of you that have run out 
of anything else you can do with your converted 
bus can add this transmission to make very inter-
esting conversations at the next rally.
 
I hope you enjoy reading this as much as I en-
joyed researching it.

After retiring from AT&T in Colorado in 1990, 
John moved back to Springfield, MO. In 2000, 
his mother passed away and left a treasure of 
family history records. Researching the col-
lection and writing about his family started an 
addiction to researching and writing that grows 
stronger each day. 

Besides John’s BCM articles, he has had other 
articles published in telephone, railroad, and 
other historical publications. To keep himself 
busy, to keep his brain functioning longer, and 
to stay out of the bars, he also writes a newslet-
ter about whatever interests him.

John may be contacted at:
attt.jrs@att.net

By John Swart ley

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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This is the fourth-part in a series adapted 
from Scenicrusing: The Greyhound Sceni-

cruiser Story by the author.

1954

At long last, this annual report had a picture of 
the Scenicruiser on the front cover – and it even 
had whitewall tires! During the first year of Sce-
nicruiser production, Greyhound took delivery 
of 227 of the original 500 ordered. By March 1, 
1955, there were 312 in operation. In addition, 
another 200 were ordered for delivery in 1955. 

President Orville Caesar, in his annual letter, 
summarized the Scenicruiser news for 1954:

“The new Greyhound Scenicruiser, developed 
to attract additional Greyhound patronage, and 
to permit greater efficiency in bus operations, 

was introduced to the public and placed in daily 
scheduled operations.

Your management’s previous reports to its stock-
holders on the progress of the Scenicruiser 

project are in keeping with the importance of this 
revolutionary new coach to the continuing prog-
ress of Greyhound. The Scenicruiser embodies 

striking changes which strongly enhance the 
basic benefits which have made bus travel im-

portant to millions of Americans.

Scenicruisers – Who Knew? (Part 4 of 4)

By Paul  von Fange

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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A series of specially planned events marked 
the introduction of this bus to the public, and 

spotlighted its appearances in cities and towns 
throughout the nation. A number of these occa-
sions are featured in the back cover fold of this 

report.”

In this report Greyhound also made note of its 
decreasing maintenance expense (four-tenths 
of a cent per passenger mile) which, it said, was 
due in part to “the steadily increasing mechanical 
efficiency of Greyhound motor buses since the 
end of World War II.” The company also anticipat-
ed more of the same with the increasing use of 
modern coaches, including the Scenicruiser.

“These motor buses have been brought to a state 
of mechanical efficiency that promises to give 

Greyhound substantially larger economies in ser-
vice and maintenance expense than have been 

possible with previous equipment.”

Other mentions of the Scenicruiser during 1954 
included the fact that they were proving advan-
tageous for carrying both package express and 
mail, due to their larger baggage compartments. 

There was also evidence that these more com-
fortable and luxurious coaches were increasing 
patronage on Through Service schedules.

Interestingly, the new era of super-highway (In-
terstate) development was mentioned and Grey-
hound’s purpose was…

“To be fully prepared for these developments, 
and for the sharply-increased public use of the 
highways, which will inevitably result. The new 

Scenicruiser, operated exclusively by Greyhound, 
has an important place in this over-all plan. 

These unique motor coaches … are giving the 
public low-cost luxury which has no equal in pre-
vious motor bus history. The enthusiastic public 

reception accorded this type of equipment during 
its first few months of service appears to forecast 

increased patronage as time progresses.”

The last page in the annual report described the 
successful deployment of Scenicruisers during 
the year. Following the initial delivery of coach-
es in July, the first regular Scenicruiser service 
began August 18th from New York to Miami, with 
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13 PD-4501s running three round-trip schedules 
every day.

September 2nd saw Scenicruiser service begin 
from Chicago with daily service to New York, 
Boston, Miami, and Los Angeles. At the time of 
this annual report, there were 32 Scenicruiser de-
partures from Chicago daily, with as many as four 
schedules per 24 hours, going to New York, Bos-
ton, Toronto, Miami, Knoxville, Birmingham, New 
Orleans, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Minneap-
olis, and St. Louis. Detroit also had 20 schedules 
daily. Los Angeles had 14 daily, and Miami, 13.

The back cover of the report folded out into two 
pages of pictures, showing a variety of Sceni-
cruiser events during 1954. This included the 
picture of the first Scenicruiser to burst through 
the paper banner over the door at the plant in 
Pontiac, Michigan, on July 14th. Another photo 
showed Orville Caesar receiving a commemo-
rative scroll from General Motors executives. A 
third photo showed Mrs. America, Wanda Jen-
nings, christening a Scenicruiser.

Other photos included the crowd gathered at 
New York’s Capitol Terminal to view the depar-
ture of the first Scenicruiser, passengers prepar-
ing for the first Scenicruiser trip from Chicago to 
New York, a Scenicruiser at President Eisen-
hower’s dedication of a dam in Washington, 
another at the celebration in Iowa of President 
Hoover’s 80th birthday, and a photo of Fred War-
ing and his Pennsylvanians with their Scenicruis-
er used for a 6-month, 25,000 mile concert tour.

Clearly, the 1954 launch of the Greyhound Sceni-
cruiser was a major event and a success perhaps 
in excess of company expectations. No doubt the 
next year would bring similar prospects.

1955

This annual report showed a Scenicruiser with 
the United Nations building in New York City as 
seen from across the East River in the back-
ground. The next page inside showed the forward 
view from the upper observation level. The com-
pany ordered 300 more buses, bringing that total 

Inaugural Events, 1954 Annual Report
(From the author’s collection and used by permission 

of Greyhound Lines, Inc.)
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to 1,000 which was expected to be reached by 
July 1956. Clearly, the Scenicruiser continued its 
successful deployment during 1955, but changes 
and issues emerged that would impact the com-
pany and their flagship luxury coach.

First was the change in management. Effective 
January 1, 1956, Arthur S. Genet replaced Or-
ville Caesar as President and CEO of The Grey-
hound Corporation. Caesar, in turn, was named 
Chairman of the Board of Directors. Whether this 
transition was due to age or other factors, the 
report does not say. Meier believes it was be-
cause he had reached the mandatory retirement 
age of 65 during 1955, but Caesar would not 
reach that milestone until May of 1957. However, 
in announcing Caesar’s new position, one key 
sentence stands out in that paragraph:

“His special interest in finer bus equipment cul-
minated in the introduction of the Greyhound 

Scenicruiser, which is today bringing entirely new 
concepts of comfort and convenience to public 

highway travel.”

If there were only one name at Greyhound to as-
sociate with the creation and development of the 
Scenicruiser, it would be Orville Swan Caesar.

The issues that arose were mechanical. During 
1955 Greyhound took delivery of 507 more PD-
4501s, bringing the total to 734 by December 31, 
1955. But in the President’s letter to the stock-
holders, in which he began explaining the year’s 
decline in net income, two paragraphs revealed 
what was happening with the buses:

“During the year, many more Scenicruisers were 
placed in service. While these modern buses, 
with their superior riding qualities, have strong 
passenger appeal, they developed mechanical 
difficulties which caused service failures, and 
resulted in substantially higher maintenance 

costs than would ordinarily be expected with new 
equipment. A factor which contributed to these 
delays was the shortage of vital power plant re-

placement parts.

Starting with the delivery of the 571st Scenicruis-
er (of the 1,000 on order), a considerable im-

provement in mechanical performance has been 
indicated. Scenicruisers delivered previously 

are undergoing basic changes, which, as of this 
date, are nearly completed. Although difficulties 
have been encountered, it should be noted that 
the Scenicruisers produced 17% of the total bus 
miles operated and 21% of the total passenger 

revenues.”

Clearly, mechanical issues with the power plants 
of the Scenicruiser were important to resolve. By 
this account, progress had been made. But rather 
than more Scenicruisers, Greyhound had re-
sumed ordering more of the PD-4104 (“Highway 
Traveler”) coaches. For the new company presi-
dent, the future depended on both:

“Both the Scenicruiser and Highway Travel-
er coaches, which now comprise a large portion 

of Greyhound’s total fleet, will be utilized progres-
sively to attract and hold new Greyhound riders 

from income and occupational groups which have 
not been consistent bus travelers in the past.”
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Ironically, Genet’s next paragraph expressed 
optimism about the current infrastructure im-
provements in America and how it would help 
grow the company. Instead, it became a catalyst 
that contributed to the decline in intercity bus 
travel and the difficulties in attracting higher-level 
income groups.

“The growing network of toll and express high-
ways has been used to the fullest extent in Grey-

hound’s intercity service. We will continue to 
expand this service as more of these highways 
become available for our use in tapping reser-

voirs of new business…. A combination of favor-
able factors – aggressive sales promotion, selec-
tive utilization of modern bus equipment, and an 
expanding network of highways – makes it possi-
ble to look forward to the future with confidence.”

Of course, with the postwar economic boom and 
the growing ability of the public to purchase auto-
mobiles, those new interstate highways would be 
filled with cars in addition to Scenicruisers.

The last pages of this report had a foldout with 
Scenicruiser pictures and descriptions of the 
features they represented. During the year Sce-
nicruiser service had expanded to major routes 
coast-to-coast and into Canada.

One picture showed passengers looking out the 
curb-side, lower-level “wide picture window, softly 
tinted to eliminate glare, provid[ing] clear and 
panoramic views of the passing countryside.” 
Another showed mother and child about to enter 
the lavatory, “an important innovation in highway 
travel … complete with running water, wash ba-
sin, toilet, and mirror.” A third photo was a couple 
reclining in their upper-deck seats with a snow-
capped mountain in the distance. “Body-con-
toured reclining easy chairs and perfected air 
conditioning are among the many comforts of 
the Scenicruiser. Interior colors are bright, seat 
upholstery attractive.”

The second page had a single photo from the 
front of the passenger-filled bus, looking toward 
the back of the upper deck. “The Scenicruiser’s 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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dual-level design gives the effect of living-room 
spaciousness, with three easy steps connecting 
the forward compartment and the upper seating 
area. Revolutionary Air Suspension provides a 
ride of unparalleled smoothness.”

1956

This year more details on the national highway 
program were available, and Greyhound Pres-
ident Arthur Genet continued to see a link be-
tween this and the company’s future:

“The Greyhound Corporation’s forward-looking 
plans coupled with the nation’s thirteen-year, $50 

billion road building program are twin parallel 
highways to a more successful future – both for 

the traveler and for your company.”

“The acceleration of the 750,000-mile highway 
program confirms and points up that increasingly, 
the nation’s travel emphasis is on over-the-road 
transportation and that the intercity bus is the 

most efficient, comfortable, safe and speedy form 
of mass passenger transportation yet devised.”

Indeed, now that the last 266 PD-4501s from the 
1,000 Scenicruisers ordered had been deployed, 
Greyhound’s 1956 revenue had increased by $18 
million over the previous year. The future was 
looking bright.

However, the glow of the Scenicruiser debut was 
beginning to wane. It was still the only bus pic-
tured on the cover of the report, and when the 
company president took a well-publicized three-
month tour of Greyhound’s US facilities, it was in 
“a standard Scenicruiser [referred to as G.C.13], 
which has been converted internally to serve as 
an office-on-wheels.”

But there was no foldout section at the end of 
the report with pictures. The “Greyhound Fleet” 
portion of the report, always filled with Scenicruis-
er details, did not even mention the last several 
hundred new PD-4501s. In fact, it mentioned that 
500 additional Highway Travelers had been or-
dered and that Greyhound “is continually carrying 
forward studies looking to the future and improv-

ing our Greyhound ride and built-in comforts of 
our vehicles.”

So the long awaited future had come, and now, 
as far as the reports to the stockholders were 
concerned, it was time for a new future. Some 
of that will be told later. The annual updates, of 
course, provided only a high-level overview of the 
Scenicruiser and its history. But a closer look re-
veals far more interesting stories and details. The 
GX-1, the GX-2 and the PD-4501 all possess 
their own rich histories, yet they are inexorably 
linked together.

Paul von Fange unexpectedly discovered 
the Greyhound Scenicruiser in 2009 and 
has been on a quest for its story ever since.

He has ridden thousands of miles on these 
buses, attending the 2010 Scenicruise in 
Amarillo, Texas, the 2011 Scenicruise in 
Grand Canyon Caves, Arizona, the 2011 
Gathering of Buses in Hibbing, Minnesota, 
the 2013 Ghosts of Highway 61 in Bly-
theville, Arkansas and the 2017 Busboy 
Rally in Evansville, Indiana. 

He served as a volunteer at the Minnesota 
Transportation Museum, working to restore 
Scenicruiser PD - 4501 - 739. His Sceni-
crusing videos can be found on YouTube by 
searching for “paulmontry.” 

Any additional evidence for the Scenicruiser 
history can be sent to him at 

paul@scenicruising.com 

His books and more links are available at 
www.Scenicruising.com

By Paul  von Fange
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This is the second time I am having problems 
with one of my Vanner Equalizers. I am using 
a 50 AMP Vanner to equalize my four main bus 
batteries and a 100 AMP Vanner for my six house 
batteries.

My last trip to Florida was several years ago and 
the bus had been sitting for a while. We left Chi-
cago late and within a few hours it was dark and 
raining. About six hours out of Chicago, the head-
lights started to go dim and the wipers were 
slowing down. After about an hour, I had no more 
lights or wipers.

I pulled over to the side of the road to figure out 
the problem. The bus may have stopped run-
ning or I may have shut it down, but I really can’t 
remember. I did not have a battery tester, but it 
looked like I had no 12 Volt power. Regardless, 
when I wanted to get back on the road the bus 
did not start. 

I have a switch-over relay that connects the 
house batteries to the bus batteries.  Unfortunate-
ly, it was on, therefore the house batteries were 
drained too. The generator ran off the 12 Volt 
side of the house batteries and therefore it did not 
start either. I was pulling my Jeep Wrangler so I 
used jumper cables to charge the bus batteries 
two at a time. 

The Wrangler had only about a half a tank of gas 

and I did not want to run out of gas. I was hop-
ing that after about an hour worth of charging, 
the bus would start. It did not start and was just 
clicking. I did bring my battery jumper which was 
fully charged. 

I put the jumper cables on the generator bat-
tery, and the generator started. With the gener-
ator running, the Prosine 3000 inverter began 
charging the house batteries. 

As I mentioned before, I have a switch-over 
relay to connect the bus batteries to the house 
batteries, but it only connects the 24 Volt side, 
because with the equalizers, I reasoned at the 
time I installed it, that was all I needed. There still 
was no way to charge the 12 Volt side of the bus 
batteries. 

By Wulf  Ward
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After another hour of charging the bus batteries 
with the Jeep Wrangler, the bus started. I kept 
the cables connected and ran the 12 Volts off the 
Wrangler, all while hooked up as a toad while we 
were driving down the road. I had the flashers 
on and it worked out okay. The lights and wipers 
were working now. 

I did not want to run out of gas in the Wrangler 
and I was thinking about other options. My plan 
was to run a cable from the 12 Volt side of the 
house batteries to the 12 Volt side of the bus 
batteries. I did not have any wire heavy gauge 
enough and ended up using the jumper cables, 
by pulling the two conductor cables apart to make  
one long jumper cable.

One thing I always carry on my bus is duct tape. 
I duct taped the cable to the outside side of the 
bus. I looked crazy, but it worked.  Here is what I 
learned and the changes I made. 

After some testing, I realized the Vanner that 
was equalizing the bus batteries did not put out 
12 Volts. I changed the equalizers and installed 

a separate battery for the generator. I connected 
a battery isolator to the 12 Volt side of the house 
batteries. That installation worked, but I don’t 
know for how long it would have worked, because 
the bus was sitting for five years after we came 
back from Florida and never driven.

In the five years the bus sat, I ended up pulling 
all batteries out of the bus and using them in my 
trucks and other equipment. In May, I sold my of-
fice/warehouse and I needed to move the bus by 
August 1st. I bought new bus batteries and house 
batteries and installed them. 

Everything worked great and I drove the bus to 
the gas station to diesel up and go to my new 
shop, where it is currently parked outside. I did 
not have a place to plug in my landline so I ran 
the generator to test things out, like A/C and 
water heater, etc. The A/C power-in light did not 
power up on my Prosine Inverter, but I had 120 
Volts coming from the generator. 

I needed to start the generator, but it would 
not start. We thought the battery must be dead 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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and put the charger on it. It still would not start 
and now we tested the battery voltage. I was at 
27 Volts, but it did not have enough Amperage to 
spark across the two poles. 

We pulled the battery out and started the gener-
ator off the house batteries. It started right up. By 
now I had shore power and we were charging the 
batteries off the inverter. 

On Saturday we worked on the bus again, and 
again the generator did not start. We checked the 
voltage and it read 27 Volts on the 12 Volt side 
and 54 Volts on the 24 Volt side. 

My mechanic never saw anything like it. I said, 
“check the 12 Volt side off the Vanner,” and sure 
enough it showed 27 Volts coming out of the Van-
ner on the 12 Volt side. 

All my house batteries were junk, but I had 
bought them from Sam’s Club and they bought 
my story and replaced them. Using a dual voltage 
system on my buses, 12 and 24 Volts was always 
a problem. 

My first bus, the Eagle, uses 12 Volts only, but 
my RTS was different. The RTS does not use an 
equalizer, but charges the 12 Volt side off the 12 
Volt R-terminal on the alternator. It’s unregulated 
and the excess voltage goes in to a resister with 
a heat-sink.  

I changed that by installing a 12 Volt alternator to 
charge the 12 Volt side of the batteries. It worked 
great and I did the same on my Neoplan Space-
liner. I am looking at that option on the Dina too, 
or just keep a spare equalizer with me. 

The bus is parked now where it is relatively 
easy to pull out and I hope I will use it more now 
and will have more stories to tell.

Wulf Ward started converting buses in 1994 
after not finding what he wanted in a factory mo-
torhome. It was an evolutionary process involv-
ing five conversions over a 20 year period. 

Wulf was always looking for the right bus to be 
the last one to convert. Maybe his last bus, the 
Dina is finally what he was looking for, or he ran 
out of money and time to do a sixth conversion.

Wulf can be contacted at: 
Wulf@MenAtWorkCS.com 

Visit his Website at 
MenAtWorkSCS.com

By Wulf  Ward

If you have had 
to do a field repair 

on your bus 
while on the road 

in order to get home, 
send us an article 

and we will publish it.  
All Road Fix articles 

will qualify for a 
1-year extension 

to your subscription.

Note: 
You may click or tap on any of 
the article titles or advertisers 

to go directly to that article or ad.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
mailto:Wulf%40MenAtWorkCS.com%20%20?subject=
http://MenAtWorkSCS.com
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Question: Does it cost more to in-
sure a newer school bus conversion 

vs. an older one?
Whether your bus conversion is new or old, 
there are many factors that play into the cost 
of insuring your vehicle.  

The most important factor in the cost of in-
surance is going to be the overall value of 
your rig. Obviously, the higher the value that 
you are insuring the vehicle for, the more the 
insurance is likely to cost. Your insurance 
company will ask for the value of your vehicle 
prior to receiving an insurance quote. So, the 
answer really depends on the condition of the 
vehicle being insured. Model year is taken 
into consideration when you are quoted an 
insurance rate, too, but it has little impact on 
rate compared to the overall value of the ve-
hicle being insured. If you have specific ques-
tions about eligibility and the cost of insur-

ance, please contact your insurance agent.

Have more questions about 
insuring your bus conversion?

Contact National General at (833) 418-0348 
or visit nationalgeneral.com

We specialize in bus conversions.

Insurance Q&A

Run a Service Directory ad
on page 48 for as little as

$17/month

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/338KeHK
http://nationalgeneral.com
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BUS CONVERSION SERVICE DIRECTORY

For information about placing your ad in our Service Directory, either email
Gary@BusConversions.com or call the office at (657) 221-0432.

Ads start as low as $17/month
To qualify for a free perpetual ad, contact Gary about 

sending in articles about your product or service.

When you contact our advertisers, please let them know 
you saw their ad in Bus Conversion Magazine. 

Sandblasting and Rustproofing 
No Job Too Big or Too Small 

(773) 858-3473
MenAtWorkSCS.com

Mobile Internet Information 
for RVers by RVers 

RVMobileInternet.com

BusesOnline 
Largest Online Marketplace 

Buses/Parts/Collectibles
BusesOnline.com

Mike’s RV Service and Repair
8207 Monroe Ave

Stanton, CA 90680
(714) 468-0489

Bus Battery Watering Systems
Water your batteries in less than one minute each month

Contact@AnRVersFriend.com

Extraordinary History of the Scenicruiser
See reviews: www.scenicruising.com/reviews

Scenicruising: The Greyhound Scenicruiser Story
www.lulu.com/spotlight/Scenicruising

Hightail Custom Coach
Custom bus conversions and vintage bus restoration

www.hightailcustomcoach.com
 Follow us @ Hightail Custom Coach  

National Bus Trader 
Bus Industry Magazine

 (815) 946-2341 
BusMag.com

Mobile Bus Conversion 
Help and Tech Support

(877) 755-1936 
RvingOffGrid.com

Michaud Bus Appraisals, LLC
Brentwood, NH 03833

(603) 814-1085
BusAppraiser.com

Traveling Veteran Family Adventures
Talking Chitty Podcast

Skoolie Build/Bus Life/Resale Items
TheCrabsHomestead.com

Customized Logos & TShirts
livingliferandomly.com/shop

Instagram @livingliferandomly_graphics
10% Off w/ Coupon Code - BCM52019

Advertise Your 
Business Here

Advertise Your 
Business Here

Webcams
Full HD Streaming

(408) 603-0600
Contact@AnRVersFriend.com

SKOOLIE.com
Quality crafted conversions and fabrication
IG: skoolie_com   email: hello@skoolie.com

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
mailto:Gary%40BusConversions.com?subject=Service%20Directory%20Advertising
http://MenAtWorkSCS.com
http://www.RVMobileInternet.com
http://busesonline.com
mailto:Contact@AnRVersFriend.com
https://www.scenicruising.com/reviews
http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/Scenicruising
http://www.hightailcustomcoach.com
https://www.instagram.com/hightail_custom_coach
http://busmag.com
https://www.facebook.com/RVing-Off-Grid-776650352452342/
http://busappraiser.com
http://TheCrabsHomestead.com
http://livingliferandomly.com/shop
http://instagram.com/livingliferandomly_graphics
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/mediakit.pdf
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/mediakit.pdf
mailto:Contact@AnRVersFriend.com
mailto:hello%40skoolie.com?subject=


March 2020

www.BusConversionMagazine.com

BCMBUS CONVERSION 49

1997 Prevost Conversion
Price: 125,000

Contact Number: (509) 775-3624
(Please No Text Messages)

Bus Year: 1997
Motor: Detroit Diesel Series 60 DDEC III 470HP

Transmission: DD Allison B500R six speed automatic w/push button 
electric shifter (World Transmission)

Bus Location: Republic, Wa 
Seller’s Name: Roland Harding

Click HERE for more info.

Click Here 
to See Video

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1997-prevost-conversion/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2wxch051Ew
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To sell your bus to people looking for and who understand
what a bus is, advertise with us for only $99 until SOLD.

1962 PD-4106
PRICE REDUCED: $20,000

Contact Number: (719) 661-1932
Bus Year: 1962

Motor: 8V71
Bus Location: Colorado Springs, CO

Sellers Name: Shirley

Click HERE for more info.

1984 Eagle 10 – 8″ 
Roof Raise

PRICE REDUCED: $55,000
Contact Number: (937) 548-

0686
Bus Year: 1984

Motor: 6V92 Detroit Diesel
Bus Location: Greenville,OH
Sellers Name: Becky Collins

Click HERE for more info.

SOLD
ANOTHER BUS LISTED

IN BCM HAS SOLD

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/bcmclassifieds/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1962-pd-4106/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1984-eagle-10-8-roof-raise/
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Nobody is going to know if it’s for sale, unless you advertise it! 
Call us at (657) 221-0432.

1970 MCI 7
PRICE: $20,000

Contact Number: (805) 937-9540
Bus Year: 1970

Conversion Year: 1987
Motor: 8V71

Bus Location: Central Coast 
of CA (805) 937-9540

Sellers Name: David Gandola

Click HERE for more info

1961 GMC PD-4106
PRICE: $32,000 US

Contact Number: (602) 790-5187
Bus Year: 1961

Motor: DD 6V92TA
Sellers Name: Carol Hall
Bus Location: Tucson, AZ

Click HERE for more info.

1990 SETRA 40’ BUS

PRICE: $15,000
Contact Number: (406) 853-0931

Bus Year: 1990
Motor: 6v92 Detroit motor
Bus Location: Montana

Sellers Name: Justin Dighans

Click HERE for more info

1993 British Leyland

PRICE: $29,400
Contact Number: (714) 614-0373

Bus Year: 1993
Motor:10 litre Gardne

Bus Location: East Coast ports
Sellers Name:Gary Hatt

Click HERE for more info.

Watch a video 
tour of this bus here

SOLD
ANOTHER BUS LISTED

IN BCM HAS SOLD

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/bcmclassifieds/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1970-mci-7/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/desert-fox/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1990-setra-40-bus/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/british-leyland/
https://youtu.be/KGPM2gGw9Uw
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Ready to buy a converted bus?  
Click HERE to shop now!

Bristol VR

PRICE: $25,000 US
Contact Number: (714) 614-0373

Bus Year: 1980
Motor: Gardner 6lxb

Sellers Name: Gary Hatt

Click HERE for more info.

BRITISH LEYLAND

PRICE: $23,000 US
Contact Number: (714) 614-0373

Bus Year: 1992
Motor: Cuminns L10, Diesel, 6 cylinder.

Sellers Name: Gary Hatt

Click HERE for more info.

1984 MCI Bus Conversion
PRICE: $7,500

Contact Number: (618) 841-2195
Bus Year: 1984

Bus Location: Southern Illinois
Sellers Name: Angie Crowder

Click HERE for more info.

1989 Prevost XL

PRICE: $15,000
Bus Year: 1989

Engine: Detroit 8V92T

Click HERE for more info.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/bcmclassifieds/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/bristol-vr/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/british-leylan/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1984-mci-bus-conversion/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1989-prevost-xl/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1989-prevost-xl/
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Call us today at (657) 221-0432 and get your bus sold!

1968 Eagle Model 05 
PRICE: $20,000

Contact Number: (910) 893-8892
Bus Year: 1968

Motor: 8V71, 4 Speed Spicer
Bus Location: Buies Creek, NC

Sellers Name: By Wulf Ward

Click HERE for more info.

1989 Eagle Conversion
PRICE: $60,000

Contact Number: (865) 399-1993
Bus Year: 1989

Motor: Allison Automatic Transmission
Bus Location: Kingston, Tennessee

Sellers Name: Gail

Click HERE for more info.

Click Here 
to See Video

1975 MODEL 05 EAGLE
PRICE: $55,000

Contact Number: (360) 636-2895
Bus Year: 1975

Motor: 3406 B Model Cat 400 HP
Bus Location: Longview, WA

Sellers Name: Vic Crane

Click HERE for more info.

1995 Dina
PRICE: $49,000

Contact Number: (773) 858-3473
Bus Year: 1995

Motor: Allison B500
Bus Location: Chicago, IL
Sellers Name: Wulf Ward

Click HERE for more info.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/bcmclassifieds/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1968-eagle-model-05/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1989-eagle-conversion/
https://youtu.be/zZYGKW4NE1A
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1975-model-05-eagle/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1995-dina-2/
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To see more bus conversions for sale, click HERE to visit the
Classified Ads on our Website.

1987 MCI-9
PRICE: $29,999

Contact Number: (406) 521-0651
Bus Year: 1987

Motor: Detroit 6V92 Turbo DDEC and 
HD 740 Allison Trans

Bus Location: Montana
Sellers Name: Gary Ferguson

Click HERE for more info.

1975 Prevost La Mirage Bus

PRICE: $77,000
Contact Number: (928) 242-1275

Bus Year: 1975
Motor:Series 60

Bus Location: Prescott, AZ
Sellers Name:Elnora

Click HERE for more info.

Nobody is going to know it’s For 
Sale unless you advertise it here.

Call NOW and place your ad.

(657) 221-0432

1960 Bristol, Model 
Lodekka Conversion

PRICE: $66,000
Contact Gary Hatt at (714) 614-0373 

or Gary@BusConversionMagazine.com 

Bus Year: 1960
Motor:10 litre Gardne

Bus Location: East Coast ports
Sellers Name:Gary Hatt

Click HERE for more info.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/bcmclassifieds/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1987-mci-9/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1975-prevost-la-mirage-bus/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/bcmclassifieds/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1960-bristol-model-lodekka-conversion/
mailto:Gary%40BusConversionMagazine.com?subject=
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Nobody is going to know if it’s for sale, unless you advertise it! 
Call us at (657) 221-0432.

1990 Prevost LeMirage XL
PRICE: $52,000

Contact Number: (224) 856 5364
Bus Year: 1990

Current Miles: 96,000
Motor: Angola. Detroit Diesel 8V92

Bus Location: Campton Hills, IL 60124
Sellers Name: Rosemary Sayre

Click HERE for more info.

1984 MCI 9
PRICE: $35,000

Contact Number: (605) 759-1385
Bus Year: 1984

Current Miles: 852,000:
Bus Location: Sioux Falls, SD
Sellers Name: Brian Wheeler

Click HERE for more info.

1992 Genesis
PRICE: $75,000

Contact Number: (828) 702 9333
Bus Year: 1992

Current Miles: 135k
Bus Location: Hendersonville, NC
Sellers Name:  Luke and Rachel

Click HERE for more info.

1974 MCI8 – 871 Detroit
PRICE: $5,000

Contact Number: (218) 329 6246
Bus Year: 1974

Motor: 871 Detroit with Allison Transmission
Bus Location: Hawley,MN

Sellers Name: Rick Peterson

Click HERE for more info.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/bcmclassifieds/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1990-prevost-lemirage-xl/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1984-mci-9/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1992-genesis/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1974-mci8-871-detroit/


BUS EVENTS
For the most up-to-date 

Event Information Click Here: 
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/events/

5th Annual SoCal Mini-Rally
March 27-29, 2020

Bonelli Bluffs RV Resort & Campground
(Formally East Shore RV Park)

Contact: Buck Trout
BuckTroutShow@gmail.com

Call the park to make reservations:
(800) 809-3778 Request to park in Section B

www.bonellibluffsrv.com

March 2020

April 2020

Southeast Bus Nuts Spring Rally
Central Alabama

April 29-May 3, 2020
Ride and Drive Event.

Spring SEBN Rally Event Info

Rallymaster  Jimmy Clay
For more information go to:

www.sebusnuts.org

May 2020

Museum of Bus Transportation 
Spring Fling

May 29th & 30th, 2020

Contact: David Millhouser
Events@BusMuseum.org

(978) 424-1019
www.BusMuseum.org

2020 “Ride and Drive”
Saturday, April 18, 2020

10:30am - 3:00pm
37974 Shinn St. in Fremont, CA

For more info
https://pacbus.org/ride-and-drive/

mailto:BuckTroutShow%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.BoneLlibLuffSrv.com
http://www.sebusnuts.org
mailto:Events%40BusMuseum.org?subject=
https://busmuseum.org/events/spring-fling/
https://pacbus.org/ride-and-drive/


Click Here

Rally at the Races 
June 10-14, 2020

Knoxville, IA

Contact: Jim Shepherd
Jim@eaglesinternational.net

For more info

August 2020

June 2020

July 2020

Flxible Bus Rally
Loudonville 2020

August 26-30, 2020
Loudonville, Ohio

Rally Captains
Brian & Crystal Santin

briansantin@gmail.com
Click 
Here

Skoolie Canada Gathering
July 3-10, 2020

Quebec

Contact: Julian Bourbon
Bourbon.julien@gmail.com Click 

Here

Pacific Bus Museum Annual 
Open House

August 18, 2020 
10:30 AM - 3 PM

Freemont, CA

For more information, click Here
www.pacbus.org

67th Annual California RV Show
October 2 - 11, 2019
Auto Club Speedway

Fontana, CA
Buy tickets online and get $2 off

Contact: Tom Gaither
Tgaither@rvia.org (775) 772-3023

www.TheBestRVShow.com

October 2020

The Bus Fair
Oakridge, Oregon 

Seminars: June 19, 2020
Main Event:  June 20, 2020

For More Information Go To:

Website: thebusfair.com
Instagram: @thebusfair

Or E-Mail:  lowdown@thebusfair.com
Note: Camping and tickets are cheaper 

online, rather than at the gate.

http://eagles-international.net/forums/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4896&sid=92e36266233a19a78504e0852ed04947
mailto:Jim%40eaglesinternational.net?subject=
mailto:briansantin%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Bourbon.julien%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.pacbus.org
mailto:Tgaither%40rvia.org?subject=
http://www.TheBestRVShow.com
http://thebusfair.com
https://www.instagram.com/thebusfair/
mailto:lowdown%40thebusfair.com?subject=


Having a rally? Let us know! We will help you spread the word.
If you or someone you know is hosting a bus rally, we invite you to send us the information, 

so that we can announce it here in the magazine for Bus Nuts. You can send it to us up to 11 
months before the rally date, so that we have time to get news of your rally out there. Then af-

ter the rally, send us photos and a story about the rally.  We will make your rally famous.

Email your event info to Gary@BusConversions.com

2020 Willow Beach Halloween NR Gathering
Oct 26, 2020 thru Nov 1, 2020

Main Gathering Oct 29, 2020 thru Nov 1, 2020
Willow Beach Marina, AZ

Reservations MUST be made by phone
Cindy at (928) 767-4747

“Reserve in Sections C or D”
“Tell them you are with the bus group”

edvan@q.com

BRANSON SEVEN DAY EAGLE RALLY

October 7 - 10, 2020
Branson Lake Side RV Park, Lake Taneycomo

Next to Branson Landing, Branson MO.

Contact: Byron Pigg
85eagle15@gmail.com

Click 
Here

Kansas Eagle Bus Rally

Oct 3-6, 2020
Crawford State Park

Contact: Mike & Susan Groves
Reservations in Oak Point

(620) 362-3671
Sites 145-162

Click 
Here

mailto:gary%40busconversions.com?subject=
mailto:edvan%40q.com?subject=
mailto:85eagle15%40gmail.com?subject=
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SPRING SEBN RALLY

April 29th thru May 3rd
WILL BE @ QUAIL GOLF RESPORT

233 QUAIL CREEK DRIVE
HARTSELLE, AL 35640

play@quailcreek.com 
 www.quailcreek.com

(256) 784-5033

Rooms at the Inn onsite also available $74.00
(Call ahead for reservations)

(Absolutely no pets in the Inn)

DIRECTIONS: TAKE I 65 EXIT 325 THOMPSON RD. GO EAST FOLLOW 
GREEN RESORT SIGNS 3 MILES FROM INTERSTATE 65

HOSTED BY JIMMY & SADIE CLAY
JIMMY’S CELL (256)431-0607 EMAIL: jclay4106@aol.com

CO-HOST, OUR DAUGHTER, BEVERLY MORRISON
BEVERLEY’S CELL: (256) 323-0677 (LEAVE A MESSAGE) EMAIL: newbeverly@yahoo.com

Rally will be held in the pavilion Thursday, Friday Saturday, Sunday check out by 11:00 a.m.

Catered dinner Thursday, Potluck Friday, Catered dinner on Saturday, with karaoke after dinner.
Guys and Gals BRING golf clubs and music instruments!!

Friday or Saturday we will visit the Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, AL.  For those that 
like to shop that is near Historic Down Town, only five miles away.  Also, there is a wildlife ref-

uge ten miles away.

We will have an open house day so people in North AL, can see 
why we call ourselves BUS NUTS!!!

Come and join us, we will have fun!!!!

Thank, Jimmy Clay

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
mailto:play%40quailcreek.com%20?subject=
https://www.qcresort.com/
mailto:jclay4106%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:newbeverly%40yahoo.com?subject=
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BRINGING IT BACK TO THE 
HOME OF THE ORIGINAL 

MOTOR COACH 
AUGUST 27-30, 2020 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!!! 
Don’t miss out on this monumental Bus Rally! 

We’re excited to bring the original home of the motor 
coach* back to the helm of Bus Conversion Rallies with 
several energized events. Saturday morning will include 
the Flxible Bus Parade through downtown Loudonville 
which will feature a Bus Show as the motor coaches 
park in the middle of downtown Loudonville – this will 
provide a showcase of Buses unlike any seen before in 
Loudonville – the original Flxible Bus Factory is just 
two blocks off of Main Street!! 

*Flxible Buses were built in Loudonville, Ohio and have been 
memorialized on the logo of the Family Motor Coach Association  

Rally Events: 
Private tour of 
Landoll’s Castle 

(lunch included at the 
Copper Mug restaurant) 

/landollscastle 

Ohio State 
Reformatory Tour 
(site where the movie 

Shawshank Redemption 
was filmed) 

/OhioStateReformatory 

Catered meals by 
Der Dutchmen & 

Port-a-Cook 
Nightly Neighbor 

Campfires 
Bus Speaker Series 

   

RALLY CAMPGROUND 
the iconic 
MOHICAN 

ADVENTURES 
Loudonville, Ohio 

Rally Captains 
Brian & Crystal Santin 

briansantin@gmail.com 
 

AUGUST 26-30, 2020

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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Flxible Bus Rally

     Loudonville 2020

Flxible Owners International 
Invites ALL BUS & CAMPER ENTHUSIASTS to our Bi-Annual 

 Flxible Bus Rally 
Loudonville, Ohio 

BRINGING IT BACK TO THE 
HOME OF THE ORIGINAL MOTOR COACH* 

August 26-30, 2020 

 
*Flxible buses were originally manufactured in Loudonville, Ohio and have been memorialized on the logo of the Family 
Motor Coach Association. 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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Flxible Bus Rally

     Loudonville 2020

This event is open to all Bus Conversions, RVs, Campers, and anyone who has 
a passion for sharing in the joy of historic Flxible Buses – come one, come all!! 

What you need to know and do:  

REGISTER - complete the registration form and send this, along with your non-refundable 
registration fees to: (make checks payable to Brian Santin) 

 Brian & Crystal Santin 
 630 W Main Street Suite 200 
 Wilmington, OH 45177 

LODGING/CAMPSITES - Reserve your camping site online at Mohican 
Adventures www.mohicanadventures.com  1-888-909-7400  

**mention you are part of the Flxible Bus Rally to get the discounted rate** 
 sites 11-66 are reserved for our group 
full hook up sites $35/night (includes first 2 adults) 
 +$10/night addt’l guests ages 16+ 
 +$5/night addt’l guests ages 4-15 
*if you intend to participate in the Mohican Adventures activities on 
Wednesday afternoon (schedule/pay for these on your own), you will want 
to arrive on Tuesday, Aug 25 (camp site discounted rates still apply to early arrivers) 

 

If you are not traveling by bus and/or need local accommodations, we have 
arranged for special discounted rates at the following locations: 

• Rally Registered Individuals & Visitors will be allowed to enter Mohican Adventures for free 
although they will be required to sign in and receive a pass at the campground office. 
 

Landoll’s Castle https://landollsmohicancastle.com/ 
10 minutes away from Mohican Adventures, site of the Castle Tour and lunch 
on Thursday afternoon (separate fee) 
10% discount on rooms – mention code: Flxible 

Blackfork Marken Inn https://www.blackforkmarkeninn.com/ 
  B&B located in downtown Loudonville 
  10% discount on rooms – mention Flxible Bus group 

 

MEALS – in an effort to provide a more diverse meal plan and offerings we are 
pleased to have lined up the following: 
Coffee and Donuts will be provided each morning in the Campground Conference 
Center 
Wednesday Dinner – there will be a local food truck on site for our rally attendees  

           (meal purchase on your own at the food truck) 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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Thursday: Lunch at the Copper Mug Restaurant – included with Landoll’s Castle Tour  
Pasta buffet - meatballs, grilled chicken breast, alfredo and marinara sauces, garlic 
toast, farmers market display, and a salad 

: BBQ Dinner (separate fee) 1/4 bbq chicken, 3/4lb ribs, corn on the cob, baked potato,  
          cole slaw, rolls & butter 

Friday: Lunch at City Grille following Ohio State Reformatory Tour – pay your own 

            : Dinner Potluck at Mohican Adventures (bring a dish to serve 8 & your own table service) 
Saturday: Lunch on own in downtown Loudonville (food trucks will be present too!) 

: Dinner Dutch Valley (separate fee) Amish prepared meal: baked chicken, roast beef, 
Amish noodles, green beans, salad, bread, desserts 

 

EVENTS - Included with your Registration Fees: 

1. Neighborly Campfires - every night (wed-sat), complimentary refreshments, bring a 
chair and get to know your fellow Bus Nuts around a campfire 

o firewood donated by  
 

2. Friday’s Potluck Dinner – a Flxible Bus Rally classic event, always more food than 
you can shake a stick at! Drinks will be provided. 

 
3. Thursday evening Live Entertainment – a local duo will perform classics from Jim 

Croce, James Taylor, John Denver, and the like!  
 

4. Daily coffee and donuts – sponsored by                and  
 

5. Friday Ice Cream Social – sponsored by STELA’s Ice Cream Shoppe 
 

6. Flxible Bus Trivia – so you think you know about Flxible buses?! See if you can beat 
fellow bus nuts on the trivia game designed just for YOU!!!! 

 
7. Swap Meet/Meet-n-Greet/Book Swap on Friday afternoon – be sure to bring any 

unused/extra bus parts, books – bus related or not, or other interesting items folks 
may consider bartering/trading for – who knows you might make a buck and a new 
friend! 

 
8. Ask the Expert / Panel Discussion – we have arranged for expert bus nuts/mechanics 

to discuss various aspects of working on Flxible buses including those who have 
done complete bus repowers, restorations, and their fair share of tinkering on buses 
in general.  

 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com


March 2020

www.BusConversionMagazine.com

BCMBUS CONVERSION 65

Flxible Bus Rally

     Loudonville 2020

9. Ten raffle tickets (per bus registration) for Saturday Night Prize Raffle – we’ve already 
begun lining up plenty of fantastic prizes, including Bus Conversion Magazine 
subscriptions!!!  

 
10. Outdoor Movie Night – Come enjoy fresh popped popcorn and a classic bus-

themed movie on the big screen! Weather permitting, this event maybe relocated 
inside the conference hall. 

 
11. Flxible Bus Rally, Loudonville 2020 magnet (one per registration) – sure to be a sought-

after piece of memorabilia!!!  
 

12. Flxible Bus Rally, Loudonville, Ohio custom sticker and goodie bag! 
 

13. Flxible Owners International bi-annual meeting. This event is for FOI members 
only – if you aren’t a member and want to take part & get all of the discounted rates 
for the Rally – simply JOIN for ONLY $20 for 2 years!!! If you might be interested 
in being more involved and would like to know more about the officer positions 
which will be elected during the meeting – we will have a designated time to explain 
all of this during the Potluck Dinner on Thursday evening – we’d be lucky to have 
you help out!! 

 
14. Flxible Bus Awards – we’ll be taking nominations and voting for a variety of awards 

including Oldest Bus, People’s Choice, Came from Farthest Away, Newest Bus, 
Best Restoration, Best Repower, and Took the Longest to Restore!  

 
The City and people of Loudonville have devoted much of their history to Flxible buses and 
a number of the local businesses have really stepped up to the plate to offer sponsorships 
and donations in-kind to make the Flxible Bus Rally a remarkable event while helping us to 
keep the costs down for our Rally attendees. We think it only appropriate to showcase to the 
public and Loudonville community these amazing marvels of engineering. Thus, we have 
made arrangements with the Mayor of Loudonville, City Council, and the Ohio Dept of 
Transportation to make the Bus Parade bigger and better than ever before!! 
 
Saturday’s Bus Parade will include a live DJ and announcer, public voting for Bus Awards, 
50/50 raffle and a 2-hour viewing of the Flxible buses in downtown Loudonville. The buses 
will park in the middle of Main Street while the street is blocked off during this time. This 
will afford the Rally participants a unique opportunity to showcase their buses, tour 
downtown Loudonville, patronize local stores – many are sponsors of the Flxible 2020 Rally, 
grab lunch/coffee/ice cream, etc. There will be two food trucks (Exclusively Yours Catering 
and Grant’s Guac & Roll) also stationed in downtown for additional food options. A gracious 
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donor has arranged for a 70’x3’ sign to be hung over Loudonville’s Main Street for 3 weeks 
leading up to the Bus Parade to increase public awareness of this first-ever event.  
 
Bus owners are not required to allow the public to enter their buses during this time but are 
encouraged to let folks take a step inside/quick peek of their bus – it might increase your 
chances of being voted People’s Choice Award and taking home the BIG TROPHY!! 
 
** Please provide a narrative about your bus: year, make, model, paint colors (this will help 
the announcer identify which bus he is reading about), where and who you purchased your 
bus from, where the bus lives now, what it was originally used for, any upgrades/restorations, 
fun facts, adventurous/humorous travels, anything else fun and interesting about your bus  
– this will be read aloud and announced by the MC during the Bus Parade  
– the more interesting and intriguing, the more likely people are to vote for YOUR BUS!!!!  
– provide this narrative in an email to briansantin@gmail.com   
 

ACTIVITIES!! FUN!!! 
Mohican Adventures – https://www.mohicanadventures.com/ 
 why just camp when you can do so many other fun and exciting activities right at Mohican Adventures. 
From River Trips of canoeing, kayaking, rafting, tubing or group paddling, to a climb through the 
adventurous aerial park, mini-golf, or riding go-karts – Mohican Adventures has some of the best outdoor 
entertainment for the whole family. We encourage Rally Registrants to book these activities in advance 
and preferably to take place on Wednesday afternoon but feel free to enjoy them at any time during the 
Rally (may conflict with other Rally events). Mention you are with the Flxible Bus Rally when scheduling 
so that you can enjoy spending more time and getting to know other Flxible Bus Nuts while having fun!!! 
We anticipate the Go-Karts will be a big hit – think of them as buses just smaller, HAHA! 
15% discount for Flxible Bus Rally Registrants – mention code: Flxible 
 

Malabar Farm Tours ($9/person FOI member, $10/person nonmember; fee includes 
transportation limited to the first 46 people to sign-up departing and returning to Mohican Adventures) 
https://www.malabarfarm.org/ 
The House Tour is an hour guided tour of the historical Big House owned by Louis Bromfield and has all 
of the original furnishing and art work that was in the Bromfield home while he and his family lived there 
from 1938-1956. You will learn about Louis Bromfield, one of Ohio’s Authors and Conservationists. 
The Wagon Tour is an hour guided tour of the grounds, tractor drawn tour wagon. Talks about the 
history of the farm pre-dating Bromfield (pioneers that settled on the property and historical figures that 
are said to have visited the grounds) and also some of his farming practices and some of the things going 
on now. 
 

Landoll’s Castle Tour & Lunch ($22/person FOI Member, $24/person 
nonmember; fee includes transportation limited to the first 46 people to sign-up departing and returning to 
Mohican Adventures) https://landollsmohicancastle.com/  
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Enjoy the stately majesty of times past in a luxurious castle. Located deep in the heartland of Mohican 
country and Loudonville, Ohio, the estate offers unprecedented luxury in its lodging and seclusion. It 
started with a dream and a love of European castles. During a two-year tour in Europe, now retired Army 
Veteran, Jim Landoll vowed to himself that if he ever made enough money in his life he would build a 
castle in America. He did just that and you will learn all about the trials and tribulations of building a 
castle…..kind of like restoring a bus – you never know what you are getting into!!! HA! 
 
Followed by lunch at the Copper Mug Restaurant – pasta buffet overlooking the peaceful Mohican forest. 
Pasta Buffet includes meatballs, grilled chicken breast, alfredo and marinara sauces, garlic toast, farmers 
market display, and a salad. 
 

Ohio State Reformatory Tour ($17/person FOI Member, $19/person 
nonmember; fee includes transportation limited to the first 46 people to sign-up departing and returning to 
Mohican Adventures) https://www.mrps.org/ 
Walk the same halls as history's most infamous prisoners. Immerse yourself into the foundation that 
formed The Shawshank Redemption – this is the site where the iconic movie was filmed. Whether you're 
hunting for the paranormal or simply looking to tour the beautiful architecture, you can find it here at The 
Ohio State Reformatory on our guided tour. 
 

If you are not a member of the Flxible Owners International but 
would like to become one – we would welcome you to the club 
and it couldn’t be any easier to become a member! 

You can save $$$ on your 2020 Rally registration and activity 
fees by simply checking the box on the Registration Form saying 
“YES I want to be an FOI member!” 

As a FOI member, you will be supporting the preservation 
of historic Flxible buses, receive Flxible Bus Newsletters with 
articles about Flxible buses, and get Member Discount pricing at 
our Rallies. 

Be sure to include the $20 FOI membership fee (valid for 2 
years) along with you Rally Registration fees. 
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Flxible Bus Rally

     Loudonville 2020
Flxible Bus Rally 2020 Registration Form 

Loudonville, Ohio - Home of the original Motor Coach 

 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________ 
     Last                         First             Spouse/Guest  
 
Children (under 12) _________________________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
     Street, PO Box, Apt No, etc   City         State             Zip 
 
Email:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: (_____)______________ 
 
Coach Information: ________________________________ 
   Make, Year, Model 
 

 I/We will be attending the Flxible Rally but plan to stay at a hotel/B&B nearby  
(Landoll’s and Blackfork Marken offer discounted rates, mention Flxible to get the discount) 
 

I/We will be arriving on (circle one):  Tuesday(8/25)  Wednesday(8/26)  Thursday(8/27)  Friday(8/28) 
 
FEES       FOI Member Nonmember  TOTAL 
Registration Fee (per bus, non-refundable)  $ 20  $  25  x___ =  _______  
Malabar Farm Tours      $ 9/person     $  10/person x___ =  _______ 
 (transportation included, limited to the first 46 to sign-up) 
Landoll’s Castle Tour & Pasta Buffet Lunch  $ 22/person $  24/person x___ =  _______ 
 Meatballs, grilled chicken breasts, alfredo & 
 Marinara sauces, garlic toast, salad  

(transportation included, limited to the first 46 to sign-up) 
Thursday BBQ Dinner    $ 12/(adult) $  16/(adult)  x___ =  _______ 
 ¼ bbq chicken, 3/4lb ribs, corn on the cob,  $ 6/(child<12) $  8/(child<12) x___ =  _______ 
 baked potato, cole slaw, rolls & butter 
Ohio State Reformatory Tour    $ 17/person $  19/person x___ =  _______ 
 (transportation included, limited to the first 46 to sign-up)     
Saturday Dinner     $ 18/person $  20/person x___ =  _______ 
 Amish prepared meal: baked chicken, roast beef, $  9/(child<12) $  10/(child<12) x___ =  _______ 
 amish noodles, green beans, salad, bread, desserts         
 YES, I want to be an FOI member for 2 years & get the FOI member pricing -  ADD $20.00 

              TOTAL: $_______ 
Send this completed registration form to: Brian & Crystal Santin 
       630 W Main Street Suite 200 
Makes checks payable to: Brian Santin Wilmington, OH 45177   

Registration Deadline: 
Saturday, August 1st 
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Kansas Eagle Bus Rally
Saturday, October 3, 2020 thru Tuesday, October 6, 2020

at Crawford State Park, Farlington, Kansas

Website - KDWPT.crawfordsp@ks.gov
Hosted by Mike and Susan Groves

Join us for 4 days of fun and interesting activities.
On Wednesday, October 7, 2020, we’ll caravan down to Branson!! FYI sourdough 

pancakes will happen in Branson!

Make your own reservation by calling: (620) 362-3671
For camp sites in Oak Point (Sites 145-162) will be held until Friday, May 1, 2020.

Mike and Susan are in (Site 152) across from a shelter toadstool.
Single pads $21 and double pads $37 (Split the cost with an Eagle friend!)

There are 4 double pads.
There is $5 fee for your car/truck.

Since you pay for your own campsite, the rally fee is $40.

Send this to us at: 902 W. Main, Cleveland, MO 64734, and we will send you a Craw-
ford State Park brochure with a map, etc.

Mike’s cell: (573) 220-0243 and Susan’s cell: (573) 220-9153

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
mailto:KDWPT.crawfordsp%40ks.gov?subject=


BCM BUS CONVERSION March 202070

www.BusConversionMagazine.com

 

                       BRANSON 4 DAY EAGLE RALLY 
BRANSON LAKE SIDE RV PARK, LAKE TANEYCOMO 
NEXT TO THE BRANSON LANDING, BRANSON MO. 

OCT 7 THRU OCT 10, 2020 

BRANSON LANDING ACTIVITES-WATER SHOW EVERYNIGHT 
ONE MILE OF SHOPS INCLUDING BELKS, BASS PRO, RESTAURANTS, ALL SHOPS WITHIN WALKING 
DISTANCE 

BRANSON LAKESIDE RV PARK                RALLY FEE $170 for two people 
300 S. BOX CAR WILLIE DRIVE                             one coach, includes full hookup 
BRANSON MISSOURI 65616                                4 nights for first 27 coaches 

Note: if you want to stay longer contact the Campground  www.cityo[ranson.org 

        TRAIL BOSS BYRON PIGG home phone 417-753-2285 cell 417-840-9343 
E-Mail 85eagle15@gmail.com 

Please make checks payable and mail to 
Byron Pigg 875 Pedelo Rd Rogersville Mo. 65742 

Registraaon deadline Aug 30, 2018 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Name(s)________________________________________Phone_______________ 

Address________________________________________E-Mail_______________ 

City__________________________________________State_______Zip________

Gary Hatt
Gary@BusConversionMagazine.com

(714) 614-0373

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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1/8” thick  x  41 & ½” wide each piece 
 of fiberglass. As shown in pics,  smooth 
white on one side & rough  glass on “un-
derside”. Total of four  pieces with best 

calculation of 35 ‘  each in length.

Reduced Price: 
$1750.00

Have something for a bus to sell? 
List it here and pay us only 10% 

of the listing fee after it sells.

Fiberglass Rolls 
for bus siding

Located in Evergreen, CO.

Gary Hatt
Gary@BusConversionMagazine.com

(714) 614-0373
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Bus Parts Liquidation Sale!
These are just a few of the parts available. 

Call John Zahn now to find out more!

Air Cleaner for Eagle 
8V92 $350

RandM Front Cap, Windshield Frame, 
and Breast Plate for 102-015 Eagle $1000

Eagle 01 Rear Torsilastic
Suspension $1,000 Each

RV PARTS CENTER
JOHN ZAHN

Many new and used Eagle parts.

Phone: (714) 703-8200 Fax: (714) 259-7575
Email: john@rvpartscenter.com

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2qwmyzV
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Bus Windshield Rubber

RV Parts Center
john@rvpartscenter.com

(714) 703-8200

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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Gary’sTip:

If you know of any bus conversion Events coming 
up, please let us know so we can publish it in our 

magazine and also on our website here:

We list all bus events free to help the bus conversion 
community grow.

Bus Groups in the U.S. and Canada. 
 

Here are some of the bus groups we work with on rallies and events. 
To have your bus group added, send me an email with your information.  

Gary@BusConversionMagazine.com.

Northwestern Bus Nuts
https://nwbusnuts.com

 
Southeast Bus Nuts

https://www.sebusnuts.org
 

Pacific Bus Museum
Freemont, CA

www.pacbus.org
 

Museum of Bus Transportation
Hershey, PA

https://busmuseum.org
 

Transit Museum
http://www.transitmuseumsociety.org/

With your subscription, you also 
have access to many

Click here to read a free issue!

BACK ISSUES

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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Advertise your business here for as 
low as $245 per month for a 

FULL PAGE!
click here to learn more

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/mediakit.pdf
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Ground clearance.... 
Post by: 5coates

Does anyone have info on ground clearance heights? 
I understand there are variables but I’d like to get 
some average heights. If anyone has a Setra 417 
specifically that’s what I’m looking for. I can always 
run over to the local bus company too and see if they 
will let me measure it. 

Post by: richard5933 

Welcome 5coates!
Can’t say specifically on that coach, but the answer is 
‘not much’. Even less if you install anything that sticks 
down below such as generator exhaust, waste tank 
discharge, etc. Some things like this can be installed 
close to an axle to help prevent bottoming out, but 
even going over a big speed hump can be a problem 
sometimes. Important to know the height with the air 
bags deflated as well, so that nothing gets damaged 
if/when your bus is resting on the rubber stops.

Post by: buswarrior
 

Coaches are ON road vehicles.  If you’re asking, 
you might want to think school bus conversion for 
OFF road.  Nobody brags online about getting stuck, 
destroying their coach, or having pieces ripped off by 
poorly placed tow lines. 

Anything but flat, improved surfaces, you need to 
think really hard about it.

Post by: 5coates
 

A schoolie is out of the question. I understand what’s 
you’re saying and appreciate the feedback. We cur-
rently have a 34 foot class A that we boondock in on 
hard packed unimproved roads. I don’t plan on back 
country boondocking but want to get off the pave-
ment. I see buses doing it so it’s possible. 

Post by: bobofthenorth
 

We took our Prevost into some pretty remote loca-
tions and the only time I had to be towed out was 
when I fell off the road in my own yard.  If you’re 
comfortable off pavement then you’ll know what you 
can handle and what you can’t.  If it was me I’d look 
for a 35 foot coach.  That five feet less which will be 
mostly between the axles will make a huge difference 
in ground clearance.  

Post by: 5coates

Good to hear I’m very comfortable taking my class A 
off-road. I suppose it would be the same with the bus. 
I was under the motorhome today working on some-
thing else and my guess is that there isn’t a huge 
difference in the clearance it’s just the added length 
that would cause issues. 

Post by: richard5933
 

There is a huge difference between the clearance 
on some Class A coaches and a bus. I’m only 125 
lbs., and it’s not easy for me to get under ours. Once 
I’m down there, it’s really hard to do anything due to 
the low clearance. Without properly blocking the bus 
though, I wouldn’t want to be under there anyhow, 
because when the air bags deflate there is not room 
for a living adult.

Best advice would be to poke around a few coaches 
and see how they sit. If you let us know what part of 
the country you’re in, I’m sure that there are a few 
with buses in your area that would love to have some-
one to show them to.

All that said, a bus can be taken on hard packed 
dirt or gravel roads, but it calls for “slow - no wake” 
speeds. I’ve taken ours across a few fields and bro-
ken up gravel roads to get to camp sites without prob-
lem, but when there is any chance of soft ground I 
wouldn’t do that. I also have had a few nerve wracking 
moments crossing particularly high railroad crossings 
and road crossings with big humps in them. 

Post by: Iceni John
 

J.D.Finley (JDOnTheGo), a contributor on another 
bus conversion forum, has a 45’ MCI 102 EL3 that he 
takes way off the highway.   He got stuck once on a 
beach in NV, but in NM where he spends a lot of time 
he goes deep into NF and BLM land without prob-
lems.

https://jdfinley.com/cold-just-not-hot/

www.BusConversions.com
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Would I go where he does?   Maybe, but even with 
my slightly better ground clearance I would be very 
wary  -  my transmission oil pan is lower than I would 
like for off-roading, and my front departure (arrival?) 
angle is lousy.

Post by: 5coates
 

It looks like JD goes where I would like to go as well. 
Packed dirt roads I understand the no wake speed 
for off pavement driving. I’m in eastern Washington 
if anyone is close I can swing by and take measure-
ments. 

I get there is a huge difference between what I have 
and what I’m going to get. Just that I happened to be 
under there today and noticed that I bet there isn’t a 
huge difference with the dangly stuff. 

Post by: buswarrior

Careful, the E model has a “high ride” feature, signifi-
cant jump into the air at all 4 corners.

A similar function may be added to another coach, 
should you want to do it, with varying improvements in 
clearance for this purpose.

So long as you’ve been “out there” ... too many in-
experienced peeps empowered by the internet think 
they can do stuff.
 

Post by: Jim Blackwood

It also makes a huge difference where you are. Out 
around the Rockies and surrounding areas where 
there isn’t much rain and what there is runs off quick-
ly, the ground tends to be quite a lot harder than it is 
in the east. So you can get by with a lot more if you 
have soil that is not particularly enriched by humus 
(organic material), doesn’t hold water, and is mostly 
silica, shale, and related materials. You get into an 
area where the subsoil is mostly clay and the topsoil 
is rich and the moisture retention is a great deal high-
er even during dry spells. 

What you can do out west and hardly even leave a 
track may have you making ruts three inches deep 
even if it doesn’t break the crust. That’s OK and you 
can get by with that, but if you spin a wheel even a 
little or do too much steering you’re done. And with 
a vehicle that heavy, don’t even think you’re going to 
rock it and get out. Unless you are extremely lucky or 
throw down some traction mats or something that just 
isn’t going to work.

Post by: 5coates
 

Thank you for the information. Do you happen to 
know what the ride height change system is called?  
I’ll ask google too. 

Post by: buswarrior
  

No off the shelf, it either comes installed in a new 
coach, or you make your own.  Often the Bus Nut de-
sire is campground leveling, but raised clearance can 
be achieved the same way.  System will bypass the 
ride height controls and over-inflate the suspension air 
bellows to raise the coach higher on the suspension.

Bus Nuts have rigged every conceivable mixture 
of push-pull cables, electronics, solenoids, etc., to 
accomplish the task of getting the bellows filled with 
more air when desired, and returning to proper ride 
height when done.  Changing the mounting point posi-
tion to fool the existing valves, bypassing the existing 
and adding more bits, you name it.

Post by: Boomer
 

Here’s the ultimate bus off road story.  Years ago I ran 
into a burned out ex-hippie that drove for the infamous 
Green Tortoise.  Somewhere in Colorado he and his 
passengers on the way to the east coast were head-
ing out to a campground property that was owned by 
GT.  They came to a river that normally they could 
ford but it was running high.  He back tracked to a pay 
phone and called the boss in San Francisco.  Boss 
said to pull everything out of the bays and stack on 
top and inside.  Leave bay doors open.  Cross river 
with raging torrent passing through the bays.  He did 
it.  True story.  The Tortoise was something else.  Ev-
ery driver carried spare parts including cylinder head, 
injectors, etc. and was trained to repair on the fly. 

Post by: luvrbus 

I have taken our Eagle deep into areas in the sur-
rounding areas from Boise ID.  Silver City was chal-
lenging but the rest were ok since most are logging 
roads to begin with.  It is not like you are blazing new 
trails.

Note:  
For ground clearance on 

many buses as well as other 
specifications, check out the 
“Encylopedia of Buses” on 

our Documents page: 

https://www.busconversionmagazine.
com/documents/
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Forum content extracted by Phil Lyons, 
the Forum Moderator. To read the rest 

of this discussion in the Forum, click the 
following link:

https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/forum/index.
php?topic=34577.0;all

Discussions like this take place on a daily basis in the Bus 
Conversion Magazine Online Discussion Forum. To read 

them go to: 

https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/forum/index.php

Anyone can read the main discussion board, but to get the 
most out of it you need to join by clicking the “register” link 
above the login box in the upper left section of the Forum 

page.

Registration is free and once registered you will be able 
to view all the available discussion boards, view images, 
lookup and contact other members, reply to other mem-

bers, share your own experiences for others to learn from, 
and most importantly, post your own questions.

See you on the Forum!

www.BusConversions.com
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