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Editor’s Note:  This month’s feature article is 
about a converted bus like most of our cover sto-
ries, but this month’s bus is slightly different.  This 
double-decker bus was converted into a beautiful 
restaurant.  We decided to run it because it is so 
nice and because it shows some features you 
may want to incorporate into your own bus con-
version or perhaps if you are a Bus Nut, you may 
want to open a restaurant in a bus just like this 
one. 

My amazing journey with the Bus Restaurant 
started in 2016.  I started my new adventure, just 
knowing that I want to start a business, which 
looks different than others in the current market 
now. I want a business which could attract people 
not only for a good quality food and an excep-
tional menu, but also for its stunning and extraor-
dinary design. I knew I wanted something totally 
different!!!

The Bus Restaurant, which is called “Mammoth”, 
came as an idea to start bold, big and brave.  
Our bus hunting started in late 2016. My partner 
(Sam) and I decided to start this project with an 
attitude of “no matter what it takes to complete 
the project, we want it bad and we will make it 
work.” 

We were thinking big and we were thinking to 
enter into the food market, where our design has 
never been met before. So, the first rule was to 
create original ideas and stick to what we think 
it will be worth at the end, even considering our 
bumpy journey.  We very well knew it is not going 
to be easy at all, but this was too good and too 

exciting to be ignored as we had a strong faith 
that we are going to succeed with a happy result.
 
After three months of research we have found our 
precious and beautiful bus near Manchester, En-
gland. We travelled up north for a good while until 
we met Mr. Mike D, a best seller for buses of any 
kind in the UK. His collection of fantastic buses 
and his great customer service along with a deep 
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knowledge in his field, gave us all we needed to 
know initially to purchase one of his most beauti-
ful buses from his great collection.

The bus was driven to the yard we had rented 
for a place to work during construction. I started 
my research and design development from the 
early days. I was very clear about what I wanted 
to achieve from this particular design, and it was 
clear how to start developing the rough sketches 
into a beautiful and functional mobile restaurant.
 

As the initial idea was developed from an early 
stage, we went for the bus, which has no roof, but 
had a top deck because this was going to make it 
a lot easier for us to fit on a canopy. 

The job began by removing the black safety 
rails on the top deck and the front display board, 
which was positioned at the front. The next stage 
was to remove the seats and the frames, as 
these all needed to be renovated again.

The original seat covers were blue leather, as 
built by the manufacturer. I changed the seat cov-
ers, as this had to match with overall color and 
the design theme to create harmony and maintain 
the same design language.

I chose Crimson, patterned, and textured, water 
and fireproof fabric to cover the seats. The seat 
cushions were refilled using brand new foam and 
the seat frames were painted black to matches 
the seat’s color theme as well as the table legs.
  

The 1983 MCW before the conversion.

What it looked like up top 
at the front before the conversion. 

The top safety rails that were removed.

They may be coming 
to an event near you.  
Click HERE to view 

their Schedule

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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The next step was to decorate the walls and 
floors on the top deck. To choose materials, 
which are going to continue reflecting the design 
theme as well as being suitable and functional 
was what had to be achieved at this stage of the 
design.

What materials would really suit considering the 
nature of the business while we are still continu-
ing with a beautiful design theme throughout the 
conversion was the question I was asking myself 
all the time. The practicality was the key aspect in 
every step of this journey.  After testing different 
materials, the best option was to use a wooden 
flooring. Using a very thick and good quality wood 
to continue maintaining harmony in such a nar-
row area gave me an idea to use wooden panels 
on the walls as well, but only halfway up.

The top deck after removal of the old seating.

Seat frames repainted black.

Finished wooden panels 
on the walls in the seating area.

One of the finished seats with new 
foam and upholstery. 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/37AffHN
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The ceiling work was carried out right after re-
moving the seats and the frames. Once the side 
rails, seats, and seat frames were removed there 
was enough space to install the transparent 

canopy on the top deck. Other than the kitchen, 
this was the main and the most major part of the 
design and construction.

The original idea for having a transparent canopy 
in almost a semi-circle shape was to create an 
amazing view and unforgettable experience for 
the customers. To blend outdoor with indoor, I 
had to think about, not only beauty but also the 
function, the health and safety rules and regula-
tions, maximum highway height allowances and 
also, the weather, as this venue is designed to 
function throughout the year and is suitable for 
different climates. 

The design concept for the ceiling began by 
thinking how would I like to feel when I am sit-
ting about 4.70 m (15.5 feet) off the ground and 
enjoying my coffee, food or perhaps working on 
my laptop being surrounded in a cozy, yet quirky 
looking environment?  So, we needed a com-
plete transparent canopy with a solid structure for 
when the bus is moving and to perhaps travel be-
tween locations.  The complete design and plans 
were passed on to a company who cut the trans-
parent sheets and aluminum frames into the right 
shapes and sizes for the installation to begin.

A finished dining table and seats. 

Cozy stairway to the top deck.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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Framing for the roof deck canopy.

Daylight with a view.

Table seating on the roof deck.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
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•   Uses a Bus, RV or Vehicle tire for its main support
• Stable regardless of ground conditions

• Easily holds up to 50 lbs.
• 29”L X 23”W X 1.5”H

Durable Powder Coated 
Steel Travel Table 

www.TailGaterTireTable.com

Customers can take advantage of a beautiful 
view, rainfall, snowfall, sunset and sunrise while 
having their meal or just simply relaxing and en-
joying their cup of coffee or adult beverage. 

There are thirteen tables and seating capacity 
to accommodate forty-six people in total on this 
deck. The images providing details from when the 
design and construction work was completed on 
the canopy on the top deck and the storage on 
the lower deck at the front of the bus. 

The front lower deck has a storage area, fitted 
stainless steel shelves and the toilet and hand 
washbasin, which are built under the staircase. 
The bathroom measurement is: 1 m x 2.40 m (3-
1/4 ft. x 8 ft. It can be used as a changing room; 
toilet and the electrical power box is fitted in this 
section behind the toilet as well. 

The total length for the actual bus is 13 m x 240 
cm (42.5 ft. x 8 ft.)  A storage area occupies 
around 5 meters (16.5 ft.) in length. There is 

plenty of space to store extra machines as well 
as power generator at the front.

The lower level before the conversion.

Customer view from the roof-deck.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2s8dEsx
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39250 Green Meadow Road, Temecula, CA 92592
(951) 302-2212

EngineHeatProtection.com

Engine Heat Protection
Reduce that unwanted heat with

EHP Wet Blanket exhaust insulation 

EHP Wet Blanket is a 1/4-inch thick ceramic-based material
used for insulating underhood components from heat. Usable
in temperatures up to 3200 degrees Fahrenheit, the blanket
is wrapped around the heat source, such as exhaust pipe
and reduces its radiating temperature by half. It contains no
asbestos. Easy to install - complete instructions.

Beginning of the kitchen being installed.

Some of the kitchen equipment going in.

Another view of the kitchen equipment.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2mGUqYP
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1-877-543-1087
www.GiraffeG4.com

The GiraffeG4 System
PREVENTS your Bus Conversion

Camper from having
“Low Clearance” Collisions

made
USA

in
the

Day view of the kitchen after completion. LED lighting under the seating and 
along the side panels. 

Power Outlets. Currently UK style, 
can be changed to U.S. style.Night view of kitchen after completion.

Another angle of the kitchen after completion.

Get a FREE Universal 
Mount (a $19.95 value). 

Use Coupon Code: RV20 at 
checkout.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2lV53GX
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Stainless steel is used to cover the floor, walls, 
and ceiling. As this is a small kitchen, food hy-
giene, as well as fresh environment to work from, 
was the reason which influenced the design and 
the kind of materials chosen to build the kitchen 
from an early stage. It is, therefore extremely 
easy to maintain a clean kitchen with this style. 
Kitchen actual measurement: 5 m x 2.40 m x 183 
cm (16.5 ft. x 8 ft. x 6 ft.)

On the top deck, there are LED lights installed 
under the seats and on the side panels. There 
are also dimmer table lamps to provide more or 
less lighting as required.

All the lights used in this project are LED, to 
reduce the supply from a power generator to light 
up the space. Power outlets are provided on both 
floors as shown on the pictures to provide power 
for machinery as well as those that are using their 
laptops while sitting at tables on the top floor. 
All lights are on dimmer switches and there are 
emergency power lights installed in the kitchen 
which will be switched on automatically in a case 
of fire or an emergency.

There are two kinds of lighting used externally. 
One is a flat LED and is installed around the edg-
es and the other LED lights are on the sides at 
the front and back of the upper deck. 

Outlets by the tables so guests can 
charge their devices. 

External LED lighting.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/37Atdte
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The transparent canopy is designed to slide open 
from the middle. The front and back sections 
are not movable, but the middle section slides 
open from the middle to allow in the fresh air. 
Also, in an emergency, this could be used as an 
emergency exit to outside of the bus from the top 
deck.

There is a toilet and a handwashing basin, the 
kitchen canopy, four sectioned canopy, twine fry-
er, electric grills, fries fryer, warmer, soup maker, 
cake fridge, drink fridge, two stainless steel work-
tops 3 m x 60 cm (10 ft. x 2 ft.) with sliding doors 
cabinets underneath. Six LED lights are installed 
on each side by the canopy and above the work-
top and sink on the opposite side to light up both 
sides’ worktop surfaces.

The kitchen sink workspace.

Emergency exit.

The washbasin in the bathroom.
O-SO PureO-SO Pure

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT AQUAFIED AT: (800) 676-7873

 Clean Fresh Water
Point of Entry Water Systems

 Clean Fresh Water
Point of Entry Water Systems

Portable water �lter
Attaches to garden hose
Delivers 4 gallons per minute
5 micron sediment �lters remove small debris to protect water 
storage and water heater
Half micron carbon �lter removes chemicals and small parasites
High intensity UV lamp destroys bacteria and viruses
Clear �lter housing aids monitoring of the �lter
Ensures your water is safe to drink in places such as Mexico

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/2OEgw8f
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There is an emergency access and a canopy and 
fan installed above the cooking equipment. 

Extra storage has been created on the door, to 
store small items, and in the double large refriger-
ators.  There are double sinks in the kitchen one 
for washing up and the other hand wash basin. 
All water pipes run from underneath the sink in 
the kitchen.

The ticket reader machine, piping and power 
panel in the toilet are original. Mammoth is a fully 
facilitated mobile Bus Restaurant.  

The engine is in a very good condition as this bus 
had only been in service for six months and has 
only 60,000 KM (37,500 miles). 

Double large refrigerators.

Vent hood installed above the 
cooking equipment. 

There is a television mounted on the lower deck for 
TV viewing or to display menu or specials informa-

tion about the restaurant. 

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
http://bit.ly/34gwkEQ
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The Bus Restaurant is currently on the market 
to be sold. We are providing full services, from 
purchasing bus services to a final product and 
project completion. We supply you with the best 
condition buses you have ever seen. We supply 
buses in different colors shapes and sizes.

They all have the potential to be converted to a 
new space depending on the customers’ needs 
and preferences. We do provide customers with 
consultations, as many as the clients require and 
design from concept to completion.
 
The design process includes: initial consultation 
with the client, sketches, design development, 
design ideas and progression between the de-
signer and the client, provide with material mood 
board, quote, material options, construction, con-
sultation and once the design developed and the 
client is satisfied the final stage will be the techni-
cal drawings and construction work. 

We can provide services for the construction 
work to be carried out in the UK (this is negotia-
ble) and we have an excellent shipping system to 
ship completed projects to our clients around the 
world. We are based in the United Kingdom and 
you can contact Bus Conversion Magazine to 

learn more about our worldwide services.

Editor’s Note: This bus shows you another idea 
of what can be done with a bus besides con-
verting it into a home on wheels. For anyone 
interested in converting a double-decker bus into 
an RV, restaurant or an Airbnb, we have four 
double-decker buses listed in our Classified Ad 
section.  

https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/bcmc-
lassifieds/

Note: In the Table of Contents, 
you may click or tap on any of 
the article titles or advertisers 

on any page to go directly to that 
article or ad.

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/bcmclassifieds/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/bcmclassifieds/
https://bit.ly/2Vae9hB
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1. Transparent canopy. Aluminum structure, 
Plexiglas side windows and roof. Weight is 
approximately 350 kilograms (770 lb.). Ceiling 
is designed to slide open from the middle to 
be flexible during all seasons and for emer-
gency exit.

2. Laminated wood floor and walls are decorated 
with wood panels halfway up.

3. Heating and air conditioning, three fire extin-
guishers, built in sound system and speakers, 
digital ticket display, four safety alarms.

 
4. Water and fireproof seat covers, designed to 

match the design and the color scheme.

5. Seats have been replaced with new foam and 
covers.

 
6. Bug screens upstairs and in the kitchen.

7. Outlets for charging phone/laptop at all tables.

8. LED lights placed under seats and around the 
edges light up the bus from inside.

 
9. Small dimmable table lamps to be used in the 

evenings to provide more lighting.

10. Stairs and staircase are carpeted from sides, 
covers lower deck and top deck area.

 
11. Fully fitted kitchen, best quality stainless 

steel. Ceiling, floor, walls are stainless steel. 
There is one large canopy 3 meters x 55 cm 
(9.8 ft. x 1.8 ft.) preparation fridge, bain-marie 
top, grill, Panini toaster, drink refrigerator, hot 
plate, cake refrigerator/display, steamer, large 
flat grill, frizz maker, frizz warmer, fryer, digital 
tilt computer screen. Cutleries, steel shelves 
and steel storage fitted in. Bathroom includes 
washbasin, large sink in the kitchen, heater, 
fan, order reader machine.

12. The front of the lower deck is for storage. 
Extra space for fridge, freezer, containers. A 
front part of the entrance lower deck floor is 
carpeted for health and safety reasons.

13. Four external side projectors.

14. External flat LED lights fitted under window 

edges all over. 

15. Internal fitted piping for both kitchen and toilet.

16. Two large steel shelves in two freezers.

17. Two bug screens on windows in the kitch-
en, two fire extinguishers downstairs, digital 
screen menu. 

18. Health and safety: Fire exit, kitchen, water 
and toilet, and smoking signs.

 
19. Bathroom under stairs, lower deck.
 
20. Twelve tables on the first deck/floor. Passen-

ger capacity four guests at each table for a 
maximum capacity of 48 customers in total.  

21. Table size:  60 x 80 cm. (23.6 in. x 31.4 in.) 

22. Main washing sink and small washbasin, hand 
wash sink are stainless steel in the kitchen.

23. Main storage at the front on the lower deck. 
Two large 90 cm (35.4 in.) freezers, fitted with 

www.CompleteCoach.com
1-800-300-3751

Seats
Recaro, USSC 
Air Ride High Back, 
Cloth/Leather

Wheels
Aluminum Wheels All Sizes
(good used take offs)

Radiators
Types and Models for El Dorado, 
New Flyer, Gillig, MCI, NABI, and Orion

And More
Mirrors, Windows, Equalizers, 
Door Motors, Etc.

B500, B500R, B400, B400R, 
Voith, ZF, Transmission Control 
Modules

Transmission Components

AC Components
05G Carrier, X430, X426, Motor Blowers, 
Condenser Motors, AC Controllers

Detroit Series 50 and 60, 6V92, 
Cummins ISC-CAPS, ISLG, ISC/ISL Diesel, 
5.9 ISB, 5.9 LPG, Cylinder Blocks/Heads, 
Crankshafts, Complete Runners

Engine Components

  SURPLUS/USED PARTS FOR EVERY BUDGET

“Mammoth” Bus Restaurant Features

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://bit.ly/2RrNPOe
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storage steel shelves, six double power out-
lets. 

24. Power panel, internal commercial fan, menu 
display screen, wireless ultrasonic tank liquid 
level, and temperature gauge.

 
25. Year of the bus: 1983. Bus Engine: Cummins 

with Automatic transmission. Mileage after 
overhaul: 60,000 KM (37.5 miles). 

                                                                                 
26. This bus is in very good condition. Has a 

current MOT, (UK safety certificate) Gearbox 
oil, engine oil and wheel oil was last changed 
April 20, 2020. 

27. Water tank capacity 200 liters (52.8 US Gal-
lons) in the kitchen, waste tank, capacity 100 
liters (26.4 US gallons)

28. Nine double power outlets in the kitchen.

Editor’s Note:  This bus is listed for sale on our 
Classified Ad page.  You can view it here at https://
www.busconversionmagazine.com/1983-mcw/

Shirin Shali comes from an Art and Design background, where the 
passion for creating beautiful images and products becomes real.  
She has always been fascinated by the way people live their lives 
and use the spaces around them to accommodate what they call 
“NECESSARY”. 

Her passion to design spaces and furniture was the reason she 
decided to study Interior Architecture and Design to fulfill her desire. 
She is mainly specializing in minimalist spaces and foldable furniture 
to allow people to use the most of their spaces. The main elements 
in designing interiors considering natural light, being bright, airy and 
spacious allows the design to function beautifully.  

She is concerned about what is going to happen to our environment in the future. Lifestyles and design 
transformations are the aim she thinks about twice as a designer. They are not only going to design to 
what we desire for, but we also design to avoid harming the planet and to stop damaging our environ-
ment. Therefore, to recognize what sort of materials are going to be used in construction in the future. 
This was the reason she decided to concentrate on portable designs and minimalist spaces, where the 
beautiful design and function are becoming one element to explain the strategies that are going to suit 
this type of design.

“Human nature judges on what is classified as beautiful. We often get attracted to what is beautiful and 
presentable, but in the language of design this triangle completes, when beauty can blend with practical-
ity”. 

Look at how the human lifestyle, economy, market, shortages inland and traveling has changed over the 
recent decades. She believes minimalist spaces are becoming extremely popular in the future. Although 
minimalism design and foldable furniture had been around since the 1960s, we have never desired them 
as much as we do now and will in the future. With more shortages inland, and places starting to shrink 
rapidly and people demanding to travel worldwide to find their dream homes in different destinations is 
where the desire to expand design ideas is introduced.  

By Shir in  Shal i

If you have a finished or almost finished bus, 
tractor-trailer, or truck and you want us to 
feature it on the cover of BCM and make you 
famous, then send us an email about your rig.

Also, send in a photo of the outside and one 
of the inside and we will contact you about 
including your story in our magazine. Everyone 
who submits a feature article will receive a free 
5-year extension to their subscripton.

We also are in need of non-feature articles as 
well. If you have a non-feature story you would 
like to submit about something specific about 
your bus or a trip you took in your bus, send it 
along too.

If you have interesting photos of any bus or bus 
parts, send them along. All non-feature articles 
and photos will receive a free 1-3 year sub-
scripción to the magazine depending on how 
extensive it is.

This magazine is written by Bus Nuts for Bus 
Nuts and without your articles, there would be 
no Bus Conversion Magazine.

Email your Information to:
Gary@BusConversionMagazine.com

http://www.BusConversionMagazine.com
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1983-mcw/
https://www.busconversionmagazine.com/1983-mcw/
mailto:Gary%40BusConversionMagazine.com?subject=

